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MILTON.

FIRST PERIOD. 16081689,

CHAPTER L
PAMILY—S0MO0L—COLLEOR

Ix the seventecnth century it was not tho custom ta pub.
lish two volumes npon every man or woman whoso nams
had appeared onatitlo-page.  Nor, where lives of authors .
wero written, were they written with the redundancy. of,
particalars which is nowallowed, Eepecially are the hvm
of the poets and dramatists obseurs and meagrely roconded.
Of Milton, however, we know more personal details than
of any an of lotters of that sge.  Edward : };’éu_lllps, the
poet's nephew, who was brought 8p by his uncle, and
Lived in habits of intarcourse with lum to the last, wrate
a life, brief, inexact, superficial, but valnable from the
nesrness of the writer to the eubject of his memoir, A
cotemporary of Milter, Jobn Arbrey (b. 1625), va vary
honest man, and accurste in his accounts of matters of
fact,” as Toland says of him, made it his business to learn
all he conld about Milton's habits. Aubroy wes himself
» T,
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scquainted with Milton, and dxhgently catcchtsed the
poet’s widow, his brother, and his nephew, scmp\xlou.ly

writing down each detail as it came to him, in the minutes -
of lives which he supplied to Antony Wood to bs worked

up in his dfkens and Fasti.  Aubrey was only an anti-
quarian collector, and was mainly dependent on what
could be learned from the family, None of Miltons
family, and least of oll Edward Phillips, were of a capacity

to apprchend moral or mental qualities, and they could

only tell Aubrey of his goings out and his comings in, of
the clothes ho wore, the dates of events, tho names of his

acquaintence. In compensation for the want of observe-

tiop on the part of his own kith and kin, Milton himself,

with a superb and ingenuous egotism, has revealed the

seeret of his thoughts and feelings in numerous autobio-

graphical passages of his prose writings. From what he;
directly communicates, and from what he unconscioualy
betrays, wo oblain an internsl life of the mind, more:
ample than that external life of the bodily machme,‘
which we owe to Aubrey and Phillips.

In our own geperation all that printed books or writ
ten documents have preserved about Milton has been
Isboriously brought together by Professor David Masson, .
in whose Life of Milton we have the most exhanstive bio-
graphy that ever wns compiled of any Englishman. Tt is
8 noble and final monument erocted’to the poet’s memory,
two centuries after his death. My excuss for attenmpting
to write of Milton nfter Mr. Maseon is that his life is in six
volumea octavo, with a total of some four to five thousand
pages. The present outline is writton for o different class
of readers, those, namcly, who rapnot afford to know
more of Milton than can be told in eoms two hundred
and Gfty pagen.
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A family of Miltons, deriving the name in alt pmbsbﬂxsy
from the parish of Greal Milton near Thame, is Sound io
various branches spread over Oxforlshire and the adjoin-
ing counties in the reign of Elimbeth, Ths poet's grand-
{ather was a substantistyeoman, living at Stanton St John,
about five miles from Oxfonl, wzlhln the forest of Shot
over, of which he waa aleo an ender-ranger.  Tho ranger's
3on Johin was at school t Qxford, powibly ss a chorister,

wnfor_ngl 15 the Eatablished Chureh, snd was in conse-
Quanca cast off by his father, whao sdbered 4o the old faith.
The disinberited son went up to London, and by the
sssistance of a friend waa set up in business oy & serivener.
A sesi discharged gome of the functions which, st
the present day, are undertakon for us in a solicitor's
office. Jobn Milton the father, belag & man of probity
and forco of character, was soon on the way o neguire
g plentiful fortune” Bat he continued to live overb.ie‘}

ahap, which wos in Bread Strect, Cheapaide, and which
Boro the eign of the Spread Eagle, the fanily crest.
, Tbwasat the Bpread Eagle that hus eldest son, John
{Milton, was bom, Stb Docember, 1608, bemng thus
rencﬂy cofomporary vmh Lord_Clarendon, who also
died in the sume gear a3 the poet. Milton must be
,edded to the long roll of cur poets who have been
¢ ‘matives of the wly which now nuver sess sunlight or
sblve eky, along with Chaucer, Spexzer, Hondek, Cowley,
iShirloy, Ben Jonsen, Pope, Gray, Keats, Desides attend.
ing 99 a day-ethalar at St. Paul's Bebool, which was
cloas ut hand, his father engogod for him a private tutor
at home, The household of the Spread Eagle not only
enjoyed civic prosperity, but somo share of that literal
cultivation, which, if not imbilad in the howe, peither
echool fiox collegn aver confers. The rerivener was pot
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ouly an &ma{(\u’r in music, but a composer, v*'hone tunes,
vongs, aad aire found their wey into the bost collections’
of mueic. Both schoolmester and tutor wera wen of
mark. The high mester of St. Panls af that time
wes Alexander Gill, an M.A. of Corpua Christi College,
Oxford, who was ¢ eateomed to have such an excellont
woy of traiping up youih, that none in Lis time went
beyond it.” The private tutor was Thomsas Young, who
was, oz had been, curate to Mr. Gatakér, of Rotherhithe,
itself & cortificate of muerit, eveu if we hed nob the pupil's
emphatie testimony of gratitude. Milton's fourth elegy
iz nddressed to Young, whon, in 1627, he was seftled ab
Homburg, crediting him with heving first infused into his
pupil & taste for classic literature and poetry.  Biographers
have derived Milton’s Presbyterianism in 1641 from the
lezzons twenty years bofore of this Thomes Young, o
Scotchman, and onc of the authors of the Smecfymnnus,
This, howaver, is a misreading of Milton's mind—n mind
which was an organic whole—'* whoes seed was in itsolf)”
eolf-determined ; not one whose opinione ¢an be sccounted
for by contogion or casunl impaet.

Of Milton’s boyish exersisen two have bean praserved.
They ere English pamsphrases of two of the Davidic
Pralma, and were dona at the ago of fiftecu, That they
were theught by himeell worth printing in the same
volume with Comue, s the most noteworthy thing sbout
them.  Ne words are ro commonplace but that they ean
be mude to yickd inference by o biographer. And even
in there reliool exercives we think we con discern that
the futare poet was already u diligent reader of Sylvesters
Du Bartes (1605), the ;mtn.m‘h of Protestont posiry,
el of Fairfux’s Sueeo (1600), There are ether jndie
rationy that, from vers eassly yosrs, postry had sesuwmed

2N
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& placa in Milton's mind, not merely ns a juvenils pastime,
but &3 au occupation of serious import.

Young Gil), son of the high master, a schoal-fellow of
Milton, went up to Trinity, Oxford, where he got Into
troubls by belog informed 2gainat by Chillingworth, whe
reported Incautlons political speeches of Gill to his
godfather, Land. With Gill Milton correaponded ; they
exchanged their verses, Greck, Latin, and English, with
a confession on Milton's part that ko prefors English and
Latin eomposition to Greek; that to writs Greek verses
in this agoe Is to sing to the deaf. Gill, Milton finds “a
severo critic of poetry, however disposed to ba lenient to
his friond’s attempts”

X Milton's gonius did not announce itself in his para-
Ehmea of Pealms, it did in his fmpetucaty in learning,
“which I seired with saeh eugerness that from the
twelfth year of my age, I scarce ever went to bed befors
mldmghb” Buck is his own acconnt. Aud it i wosth
“notico thay we bave here an incidental test of the trost-
worthiness of Aubrsy’s reminiscences. Anbroy’s words
are, “When he wus very young he studied vers hard,
and eate up very late, commonly till twelve or one o'clock
8t night ; and Lis father ordered the msid to sit up for
him‘l! N

He was ready for collego &b eixteen, not earlier thin
the uaual age at that period. As his schoolmasters, both
the Gills, were Oxford mes (Young was of 8t Andrew’s),
it might have been expected that the young acholar wonld
fave been placed at Oxford, However, it wea determined
that he ahould go to Cambridge, where he wag sdmitted &
pemmncr of Cunst’s, 12th February, 1625, and com-
menced residence in the Easter term ensuing. Perhaps
his fsther feared the growing High Church, or, as ft was
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PR
‘then cslled, Arminisnism, of his own university. . I s
happened, howover, that the tutor to whom the young
Milton was consigned was specislly noted for Arminian
proclivities. This was William Chappell, then Fellow of
Christ’s, who 8o recommended himsclf to Laud by his party
zeal, that he was advanced to be Provost of Dublin and
Bishop of Cork.

Milton was ono of thoso pupils who are more likely
to react against a futor than to take a ply from him.
A preaching divine—Chappell composed a treatise on
the art of preaching—a narrow ecclesiastic of the type
loved by Laud, was exsctly the man who would drive
Milton into opposition. But the tutor of the seventeenth
century was not able, like the easy-going tutor of the
eighteonth, to leave the young rebel to pursue the reading
of his choice in his own chamber. Chappell endeavoured
to drive his pupil along the scholastic highway of exercises,
Milton, returning to Cambridge after his summer vacation,
eager for the acquisition of wisdom, complains that he
“ was dragged from his studies, and compelled to employ
himself in composing some frivolous declamation !” In-
docile, a2 he confesses himself (indocilisque mtas prava
magistra foit), ho kicked against either the discipline or
the exercises exacted by college rules. He was punished,
Aubrey had heard that he was flogged, a thing not im-
pouaiblo in iteclf, es the Admonition Book of Emanuel
gives an instance of corporal chastisemant as Inte as 1667,
Arliroy's statement, however, is a dubitative interlineation
in his 318, and Milton's ago, sovanteen, as woll a8 the
silencs of his lster dotrastors, who saked up everything
which could be old to hiz dieadvantage, concur to make
©s hesitate o accopt a fact on £0 elender evidence, Any-
tow, Milten wea sent eway from sollege for a time, in the
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year 1627, in q of thil ) which

bad nccnmd. Thab it was some:bmr’ of which be wae
not ashamod Is clear, from his wllading to it himself in

the lirles wriiten at the time,—

Neo dari libet Reque minax perferre magistrl
Creterngne ingenio non aubsunda meo.

And that the futor was not considered to havo been
wholly froe from blawme is ovident from the fact that the
mastor transferred Miltou from Chappell to another tutor,
& vory unusual proceeding. Whatever the nature of the
punishment, it was nob what is known as rustication;
for Milton did not lose a term, taking his two degrees of
B.A, sud MA. in regular course, at the earliest data
from his matriculstion permitted by ths statutes. The
one ontbresk of juvenile potul! aod indiscipline over,
Milton's force of character and unusual attainments se-
quired him the estoem of his semiors. The nickpame of
* the lady. of Christ'a” given bim in derision by his fellow-
sindents, iz an attestation of virtmoua conduet. Ten
years Iater, in 1642, Milton takes an opportunity te
“acknowledge publicly, with all grateful mind, that more
than ordinary respect which I fonnd, above magy of my
equals, at the hands of thoso courteons and learned men,
the Fellows of that college wherein I spent some years;
who, at my parting afler I had taken two degrees, as the
anner is, signified many ways how much better it swould
eontent them that I would stay; aa by many letters full
of kindnesa and laving respect, both befors that time and
long after, T was nsaured of their singular good affection
towards me.”

The words “how much betfer it would contont them
that T would stay ” have been thought to hint at the
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offer of a fellowship at Chuist’s, Tt is highly improbable
that such an offer was over made, Thero had been. two
-acancies in the roll of fellows since Milton hed become
eligible by taking his B.A. degree, snd ho had been
passed over in favour of jumiora. It is possible that
Milton was not statutably cligible, for, by the statutes of
Christ's, there could mot be, at one tiwe, more than two
follows who wero natives of the same county. Edward
King, who was Milton's junior, was put in, not by college
clection, but by royal mondate. And in universities
generally, it is mot literturs or genoral acguirements
which recommend a candidate for endowed posts, but
teehnieal skill in the preseribed exercises, and a pedagogic
intention,

Further than this, had a followship in his college heen
atteinable, it would not have had much sttraction for
Milton, A fellowship implied two things, residence in
college, with teaching, and orders in the church. With
neither of these two conditions was Milton prepared to
comply. In 1633, when ho proceeded to his M.A. degreo,
Milten was tweniy-fonr, ho had been seven yeam in
collrge, and had  therofora wufficient experience what
college lifo was like. Xlo who was so impatient of the
“farba legentum prava” in the Bedleian library, could
not have patiently consorted with the vulgar-minded and
Miteraty ecclesiastics, who peopled the colluges of that
day.  Ywen Mede, though the suthor of Clowis Apo-
enfyptica was steeped in the eoulless elericalinm of his
B, cmr!r.i not support bis brotherfollows wilthout fre-
t‘}if!'.’tt :uu'ramf:m.a to Balsham, “heing not willing to bo
3:‘:11'1'.:1] _mv‘.h tack company.” To be dopendent RO
Painbrigue’s (Ui Dlaster of Chrigts) good plewurs for a
wpply of pupiles to have to live in daily indereutir



g a5 ke untders;
which shoulg eXpand th, intelloy and iy
or, not dexfan’t_y in p) Ying wa), the verky) formanty,

i ° 0ls,

he Cambn'dge tone, « ere among us,” ho Wrileg
(4
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off, a1 nnfledged, into theology, having gotten of philology
or of philosophy searce so much as a smattering. And
for theology they are content with just what is enough
to enable them to patch up a paltry sermon.”. He ro-
tained the same feoling towards his Alma Mater in 1641,
when ho wrote (Reason of Church Govermuent), * Cam-
bridge, which as in the time of her better health, and
mine own younger judgment, I never greatly admired,
go now much less . . .

On & review of all these indications of fecling, I should
concludo that Milton never had serious thoughts of a
college fellowship, and that hie antipathy arose from a
eonse of his own incompatibility of temper with academic
life, and was not, like Phineas Fletcher's, the result of
disappointed hopes, and a sense of injury for having
been refused o fellowship at King’s. Ono cousideration
which remaing to Le mentioned would alone hes de-
cisive in favour of this view. A {fellowship required
orders, Milton had been intended for the church, sud
had been send to collego with that view. By the
time he laft Cambridge, at twonty-four, it had become
clear, hoth to himself and his family, that ho could
naver gubmit his understanding to the trammels of church
formulariea.  His later mind, about 1641, is exprossed
by himnel in his ewn forcible gtyle,~*The church, to
whoso service by the intention of my parents aud friends
I wos destined of n child, and in mine own resolutions,
Lill coming to eamn maturity of yeam, and poreaiving
what tymnny hed invaded in the ctuirch, thet he who
vorld $ake orders munt pubecriboe alave, and take sn oath
withd, . ., T thought it better o prefar & Wameless
silenien before the saored offics of spenking, hought and
brgun with ssevituds gnd furmwearing When b taok
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leave of the universily, in 1632, ho had perhaps nol
doveloped thin distinel antipathy to the establishment
For in & leiter, preserved in Trinity Collegs, and written
in the winter of 1631.32, he does not put forward any
consciontious objections to the clerical profession, but
only apologises fo the friend to whom the letter is
addressed, for delay in making choice of eome profession.
The delay itself sprang from an onconscions distaste.  In
a mind of the conaistent taxture of Alilton's, motives ard
secrotly influential before they emerge in consciousness.
Wo ehall not be wrong in esserting that when he le
Cambridgo in 1632, it was already impossible, in the
anture of things, that he should have taken onders in thy
Church of England, or a followship of which orders wex«a
o condition,
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LESIDENCE AT HORTON—IL ALLEGEO-—IL PENBEROZO-—AN
QADIS~—CONUE—LYCIDAS,

Mivrox had been sent to college to qualify for o profession.
The church, the first intended, he had graduslly dis-
covered 1o be incompatible, Of the law, either hix
futher's branch, or some other, he seoms to have enter-
teined & thought, but to have epeedily dismissed it Se
ut the ege of tweniy-four ho returned {o his father’s house,
bringing uothing with him but his education and & silent
purpose.  The elder Milton had now retired from busi-
ness, with sufficient means but not with wealth., Though
Jolin was the eldeat gon, there were two other children,
2 brother, Christopher, and & sister, Anna: To have ne
profussien, even s nomiuad one, to Do sbove trade and
brlow the status of squire or yeoman, and to come home
with the avowed object of leading an idle life, wos
eanduet which required justifiention.  Milton felt it to be
tn In e Jettor eddressed, in 1632, to kome senior friend
st Cambridge, vame unknown, hie thanks him for being
o o0 watchman to sdionish that the hours of the night
s oty for 2o 1 oeall wy life os yob obhscure and upeer

vieestls by bl

nanzind, and that the day with me isat hand,
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wherein Chriet commanda all to lshour” Milton has no
misgivings. He knows that what he is doing with him.
gell is the best he can do. His aim is far above bread-
winning, snd thercfore his probation must be long. Ha
destines for himeclf no indolent tarrying in the girden of
Armida. His Is 4 “mind made and set wholly on the
sccomplishment of grestest things” Ho knowa that the
looker-on will hardly sccept his apology for ** beiny Inte,”
that it is in order to being “more fit.” Yet it ix the only
apology he can offer. And he is dissatisfied with his vwn
prog; “Xam thing suspicions of myself, and do
take notics of & certain belatedness in me.”

+  Of this frame of mind the record is the ercond sonnet,

. lines which are an jnseparable part of Milton's biography—

How soon hathk Time, the sabtle thiel of youth,
Btol'n on his wing my thres-and-twenticth year|
My hasting days £y on with full career,
Bat my lato epring no bud or blossom shew’th,
Perhnps my semblanco might deceive the trath
That I to manhood am arrived eo nesr,
And inward ripeness doth much Jess appear,
That some more timely-happy spirits endn'th.
Yet, be it Jess or more, or soon or slow,
1t shall be still in etristest measurs even
To that same lot, however mean or high,
Taward which Time leads me, and the will of Heaven
All Is, of T have grace to aso it 80,
As ever in my great Toskmaater’s syo.

With ospimtions thus vest, though unformed, with

“amplitude of mind to greatest deeds,” Milton retired to *

hig

ther's house in the country, FKive more years of
cation, added fo the seven years of academical
residerice, were not foo much for the meditation of pro-
jects such ax Milton wes already conceiving, Years many




e

14 FIRST PERIOD. 16051639, - - [ena

mora than twelve, filled with great events and distracting,
intercsts, wero to pass over before the body snd shapo of
Paradise Lost was given to theso maginings.
* The country retirement in which the elder Milton had
“fixed himeelf was the little village of Horton, situated in
that southornmost anglo of the county of Buckingham,
which insinuates itself between Berks end Middleses,
Though London was only about seventeen miles distant,
it was the London of Charles I., with its population of
some 300,000 only; before cosches and macadamised
roade ; while the Colne, which flows through the village,
was still a river, and not the kennel of a paper-mill.
There was no lack of water and wood, meadow and pas-
ture, closes and open field, with the regal lowems of
Windsor “bosom’d high in tufted trees,” to crown the
. landscape, Unbroken leisure, solitude, tranquillity of
mind, surrounded by the thickets aud woods, which Pliny
thought indispensable {o poetical meditation (Epist, 9. 10},
no poct's career wos ever commenved under more. favour-.
able nuspices, The youth of Milton stands in strong
contrast with the misery, tunimoil, chance medley, stragele
with poverty, or abandonment to dissipation, swhich
blighted the early years of s0 many of our men of letfers,
Milton's life is o drawma in three aets.  The first. dis-
covers him in the calrs and peacoful retirement of Horton,
of which L'Allrgro, 11 Penceroze, wnd Lycidus aro the
. expres Agn, In the second set ho is breathing the foul
©and heated stmonphers of parly passion p,nd reliziong

fite, generating the lurid fites which glare in the but
tailaue continles of his pross patphlste,
pw,(.‘s

The threa gres
wradice Lost, Paraifice Regaing eid, sl Sazneon
4 ,, srdgler, nre tha wlteranes of bis fnal perind of solitury

}"m- whiman prandeus, whan, blind, de Ailuts, friond.
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less, he testified of righteousness, temperance, and judg
mont $0 come, alone befors s fallen world,
In this delicions retirement of Horlon, in alternate
. ‘wmmnning with naturs and with books, for five years of
pemsevering study he laid iu & stock, not of learning, but
of what is far sbove learnimg, of wide and securate Ln_ow-
ledge. Of the man whoso profession is Yearsin
Charctesistic that knowledge Is its own end, and research
its own roward. To Mlilton all knowledge, all bfs, virtue
itselt, was already only & meansto s furtherend. Ho will

- know only * that which isof use to know," sud by useful,
he meznt that which conduced to form hum for his voestien
of poet.

v From a_yery.ealy poried Milton had leker .poetry to_
be his vocation, in the mmost solemn and earnest mood.
The idea of this devolion was the shaping idea of his life.
It was, indeed, s beat of mature, with roots dmwing

* from deeper atrala of character than any act of reasoped
will, which kept him out of the professions, and now fixed
him, a seoming idler, but really hard at work, in his
fatber’s hanso_st Horton. The intimation which he had

LA s

L]
be my portion in thia Life, joined with the strong propen-
sity of nature, I wight perhaps Jeave something so written
to afler times, as they should not willingly let it die.”

What the ultimate form of his poetic utterance shal} be,
he is in no hurry to decide.  Ho will be " long choosing,"
and quite content fo be “beginning Lite.” AT Xis cate
¢ present is to gualify himsalf for the Jofty fanction to
which ho aspirss,  No lawyer, physician, stateaman, ever
laboured {0 fit hitself for his profession harder than
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iivfilton strove to qualify himself for his vocation o‘f : ?o'eff. X .
Verse-making is, to the wits, & game of ingenuity; to
Milton, it ia a prophetic office, towards which the will
of heaven leads him. The creation he contemplates will
not flow from him as the stonzas of the Gerusalemme did
from Tasso ab twenty-one, Before he_can.make a_poem,
Milten will make himself, “I was confirmed in this
opinion, that ho who would not be frustrated of his hope
to write well hereafter in laudable things ought himself to
{baa trae poem . . . . not presuming to sing high praises
of heroic men or famous cities, unless he have in himself
the experiencs and practice of all that which is praine-
vorthy.”

0 the spontaneity, the abandon, which are supposed
to be characteristic of the postical nature, thers is nothing
bere ; all is moral purpose, precision, salf-dedication. 8o
he acquires all knowledge, not for knowledge' sake, from
the instinct of learning, the necessity for completeness
but because he is to bo a poet. Nor will he only have
knowledge, ho will have wisdom ; moral development shall
go hand in hand with intellectunl. A poet’s soul should
“ eontain of good, wiss, just, the perfect shape.” He will
cherish continuslly a purs mind in & pure body, «I
argued to myself that, if unchastity in a woman, whom
St. Paul terms the glory of man, be euch a scandsl and
dishonour, then certainly in a man, who is both the
mage and glory of God, it must, though commonly not
2o thenght, bo much mare deflouring and dishonourable.”
Thete i yot o third constituent of the postical nature ; to
knowledge and to virtus most be added roligion.  For it
t¢ from God that the post's thoughta come. *This is
not to be oblafned bt by dovent prayet i that Flernal
Spirit that can enrich with all utteraneo and knowledpo,
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and sende out his soraphim with the allowed fire of
his_altar, to tonch and purify the life of whom hs
pleases. To this must be added industrions And select
reading, steady observation, and insight Into all seemly
and gencrous acts and affairs ; til) which in some mensure
bo_compast, I refues not to eustain this expectation.”
Belore the piety of this vow, Dr Johnson's morosity
yields for a moment, and he is forced to exclaim, ¢ From
3 promise like this, at onca fervid, pious, and rational,
might be expected the Paradizs Lost.”

Of these years of solf-cultivation, of consciovs moral
architecture, such as Plato enacted for his ideal State, but
nons but Milton ever had the courage to_practise, the
Viographer woald gladly give a minute account. But the
héans 6f doing 60 are wanting, Tho poet kept no diary
of his reading, such s gome grest students, e g Isaac
Casaubon, have Jeft. Nor could such a rocord, had it
been attempted, have shown ua the secrot process by
which the echolar’s dead learning was tranamuted in
Milton's mind into Jiving imagory. “ Many studious and
contemplative years, altogether spant in the search of yo-
pa;i;('l‘ #¥ou make many inquiries as to what Iam
ahout;” he writes to Diodati—*"what am I thinking of?
Why,_with_God's help, of immortality! Forgive the
word, I only whispor it in your ear! Yes, I am pluming
iy wings for a flight.,” This was in 1637, ot the end of
@ive years of- tho_Horton probation. The poems, which,
u?itly read, ate etrewn with autobiographical hints, are
1ot silent as to the intention of this period. In Paradise
RBegained (. 196),_Milton reveals himself, dad in

Comus, "written at_Hotton, the lines 375 and following

are charged with the same sentimant,~
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X And wisdom's golf
| Oft secks to sweot retived eolitudo,
. Whero, with her best nurse, contemplation,
i Bhe plumes hor feathers, and lets grow hor wings,
: That in the varions bastle of rosord
" Wern all-to ruffled snd eometimes impaic'd,

That at Horton Milton *read all the Greck and Latin
writers” ia ono of Johnson’s carelesa versions of Milton’s
own words, ¢ enjoyed o complete holiday in turning over
Latin and Greck suthors” Milton read, not as a pro-
fessional philologinn, but as o poet and scholar, and slways
in the light of his gecrot purposo. It was not in his way
to 5it down to read over all the Greek and Latin writers,
ag Casaubon or Salmasiug might do. Milton read with
gelection, and * meditated,” says Auhrey, what he rearl
His practice conformed to the principle he has himself
laid down in the ofien-gquoted lines (Paradice Regatned,
iv, 322)—

Who rends
Inceasantly, and to his readiug bringa not
A epirit end judgment equal or superior,
Unesrtaiu and unsottled gtill remains,
Deep vers'd in books, nnd shallow in himeall,

Bome of MMilton's Greek books have been iraced ; his
Aratuz, Lycophror, Furipides (the Stephanus of 1602),

end his Pindar (the Deuedictus of 1620}, ave siill extant,- =
with warginal memoranden, whick ehonld secry to ovinea

careful and discerning reading., Ono critie even thoupght
it worth whila to accuse Joshua Barnes of silently appro-
printing conjectural emendations from Milton’s Buripiides,

{But Milton’s own poems are the best ovidence of lis
o ;f unilisrity with all that is most choies in the remaine of
{ elarsic pantry.  Though the commeniators are neeunsd of

often exing on Imitation where there i none, vo com-
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mentary can point out the ever-pressnt infusion of clas

#cal flavour, whick bespédks intimate conversa far more
than direct adaptation. Milton's elacsjeal auuxlom Lo
“Hartloy Coleridge, are amalg d_and,_congub

_with kis pative thonght.

A commonplace book of Miltow’s, after having lurked
ansuspected for 200 years in the archives of Netherby,
bas heen disinterred in our awn day (1874). It appears
to belong partly to the end of the Horton period. It is
not by any means an account of all that he is reading,
but only an srrangement, under certain heads, or places
of memoranda for future use. These notes are extracted
from about eighty difforent authors, Greek, Latin, French,
Italian, and English. Of Gresk authors vo leas than
aixteen are quoted. The potes are mostly notes of his.
torical facts, seldom of thoughts, never of mere verbal
expression. Thare ia no trace in it of any intention to
glore up either the imagery or the langunge of poetry. It
may be that such notes wero made and entered in snother
volume ; for the book thus accidentally preserved to ue
seems to rofer to otber similar volumes of collections,

Bt it fa_tmore likely that_no euch poetical memorinda

cm ever. mado, and thnt Milton trosted entiraly to
‘ emury for the wealth of clasgical allusion with which
"Wis vorso is surchasged. Ho did ot extmet from the
poets_snd the great writors whom he was daily turning
over, but ozﬂy from the infenor anthors and secondary
historians, which he read only once, Moet of the material
callected in the commonplace book is veed in his prore
pamphlets, Bat when so emplayed tho facts aro worked
into the texture of his argument, rather than cited aa
,extraneous witnasses.

Tu reading history it was his aim to got at a conspactus of
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the genoral current of affeirs rather than to study minutely °
» special period. He tells Diodstl in Septewber, 1637, *
that he has studied Greek_history continuously, from the
beginzing to the fall of Constantinople, When he talls
the same friend that he has been Iong involved in_ the
obscurity of the early middle ages of Italian History down
to the time of the Bmperor Rudolph, we learn from the
commonplace book that he had only been reading the one
volume of Sigonius's Historia Regni Italici, From the
thirteenth century downwards he proposes to himself to
study each Italian state in some separate history. Even
before his journey to Italy he read Iialian with s much
oase as French. Ho tells us that it was by his father's ad-
vice that he had acquired these modern languages, But we
can see that they were essential parts of his own scheme
of self-education, which included, in another direction,
Hebrew, both Biblical and Rabbinical, and even Syriae.

The intensity of his nature showed itself in bis method

of study. He read, not desultorily, a bit here and
onother there, but “when I take up with a thing, I
‘never pause or break it off, nor am drawn away from it
by sny other interest, till I have arrived at the goal I
proposed to myself” He made breaks occosionally in
this routine of study by visits to London, to ses frisnds
to buy books, to take lessons in mathematics, to go to th;
theatro, or to concerts. A love of music was inherited
from his father.

I have called this period, 1632-39, one of preparation,
and not of production. But though the first volume of
poems printed by Milton did not appear till 1645, the
most considerables part of its contonts wes written during
tho period included in the present chaptor.

The fame of the author of Paradise Lost hes over
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&nd Tyeidar. Vet “bed Paradise Lost never baen
vmtten, thees throo poems, with Comus, would have
mufficed to placo their avthor in 8 class apart, and above
alt those who had ured the English language for poctical
purposes befors him, It is incumbent on Milfon's bio-
grapher to relato the clrcumfggnfm of the compasition of
Gormng, 89 it i3 an incident in the lifa of the pact.

/‘7@@3 mausical tastes ]md bmuwht him the acqnain-

tance_of Henry_l,an'cs,.ntmuuns. the_mast. celobrated,
Sompos n,Elu:Iand When llxo Earl of Bndgewnter
> T s )

oo

oty . =N . H
Marenes; v was to Lawes Luul SPpULILIOL was lusuy W
furpish the music, — Lawes, a3 paturally, applied to his_
young poetieal_sequaintance Milton, to write the words,
The cntertainment was to be of that sort which waz
fashionable at court, and was called & Mask, In that
brilliant period of court Lfe which was iraugurated by
Elisabeth and put an end to by the Civil War, & Mask
wes B frequcnt and favonrite amusoment. It woa an
leubxt' which pageantry and mustc predominzted, *
b!inuhmh“a yas_introduced as_ace
,or explauation.

£ The dramatic Mask of tho sixtcenth century has been
traced by the antiquaries s far back a3 the time of
Edwand ITL  Bat in its perfected shape it was s genains .
offspring of the Englith tenaimsance, & eross between the
verpacnlar mummery, or mystery-play, and the Greek
drama.  No great conrt fastival wae considered complete
without euch # public show. Many of our great dramatic”
writers, Deaumont, Fletcher, Ben Jomeon, Middleton,
Drkker, Shirlay, Crrew, sere constrained by the fashior

par
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of the time to apply their invention to gratify this tasts N

for decorative representation. No less an artist than
Inigo Jones must occasionally stoop fo comstruct the
machinery.

The taste for grotesque pageant in ’che open air must
have gradually died out befors the gencral advamce of
refinement. The Mask by a process of evolution would
have become the Opera. But it often happens that when
& taste or fashion is at the point of death, it nndorgoes
a forced and temporary revival. So it was with the
Mask. In 1633, the Puritan hatred fo the theatre bad
blazed out in Pryone’s Histriomastiz, snd as a natural
consequence, the loyal and cavalier portion of society
threw itself into dramatic amusements of every kind
It wes en upreal revival of the Mask, stimulated by
political passion, in the wane.of genuine taste for the
fantastic and semi-barharous pageant, in which the former
age had delighted. 'What the imagination of the specta-
tors was no longer equal to, was to be supplied by costli-
ness of dress and scenery. These last representations of
the expiring Mask were the occasions of an extravagant
outlay. The Inns of Court and Whitehall vied with
each other in the splendour and solemnity with which
they brought out,— the Lawyers, Shirley’s Triumph of
Peace,—ihe Court, Carew's Calum Britannicum.

~ Tt was a strange caprice of fortune that made the future

poet of the Puritan epic the last composer of a cavalier
tmask.  The glight plot, or story, of Comus.was probably .
i ; suggested to Milton by his recollection of George Peele's -
. Old I¥ives Tale, which he may have seen on the
starra. The personage of Comus was borrowed from a
Letin extravaganza by a Dutch professor, whose Comue
was reprinted at Oxford in 1634, the very year in which
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Milton, wrote his Afask. The socalled traditlon col
lected by Oldys, of tha young Egertons, who abted in *
Comus, having lost themselves in Haywood Forest on o
their way to Ludlow, obviously grow out of Milton's
poem.  However casual the _suggestion, or unpromising
the occasion, Milton worked out of it 8 strain of poetry
stich 19 had nover boen heard in England befors.  If any
reader wishes to realise the immensa step opon what had
gone bofors him, which was now tsde by & young man
of twenty-seven, ha should turn over some of the most
celebrated of the masks of the Jacobean period.

We have no information how Comus was reccived
when reprezented at Ludlow, but it found a public of
readers.  For Lawes, who had the DIS. i his hands, was
8o importnned for copies that, in 1637, he caused an
edition to be printed off. Not surreptitionsly ; for though
Lawes does not say, in the dedication to Lord Dracklay
that he had the suthor’s leave to print, we are sure that
he had it, only from the motto, On the title page of this
edition (1637), is the line,—

Ebou? guid volni misero mubl § Soribus anatram
- Perditus—

The wards are Virgil's, but the appropriation of them,
and their application in this *seccond intention” is too
exquisite to have been made by any but Milton.

To the pooms of the Horton period belong also the
two pieces L'Allegro and JI Penseroso, snd Lycidas. He
was probably in the early stago of sequiring the langusge,
when he superscribed the two finmt poems with their
Italian titles. For there iz no such word as *Penseroso,”
flia adjective formed from “Pensiero " being * pensieroso.”
Even had the word been written correctly, it significa-
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tion is mot that which Milton mtendcd viz. thoughtful, :
or contemplative, but anxious, full of cares, cark-
ing. The rapid punﬁcatwn of Milton’s taste will be
bast perceived by comparing LAZlegro snd Il Pense-
roso of wuncertain date, bub Written aftor 1632 with
the Ode .on the Nativity, writton 1629. The Ode, not-
withstanding its foretaste of Milton’s grandeur, abounds in
frigid conceits, from which the two later pieces are -
free. The Ode is frosty, as written in winter, within the
four walls of & collego chamber. The two_idylls breathe;
the free air of spring and summer, and of the fields. round*
Horton. They are.thoroughly. naturalistic ; the choxceet\

’ :-expression our language has yet found of the fresh charm

of country life, not as that life is lwed by the peaszmt
but as it is felt by a young and let'sered student issuing !
at early dawn, or at sunset, into the fields from his '
chamber and his bocks. All rural awhts .and sounds and
smells are here blended in that meﬂable combmw’mon,
which onco or twice perhaps in our lives has saluted our
young genses before their porceptions Were,blunted by
alcohol, by lust, or ambition, or diluted by the social
distractions of great eities. A

The fidelity to nature of the imagery of these pooms
has been impugned by the crifics.

Then to come, in gpite of gorrow, h

And at my window bid good morrow,
The skylark never approaches human habitations in this
way, as the redbreest does. Mr. Masson replies that the
subject of the verb “to come” is, not the skylark, but
L'Allegro, the joyous student. I cannot construs the
lines as Mr. Masson does, even though the consequence
wero to conviet Milton, a city-bred youth, of not knowing
o skylark from a sparrow when he saw it. A close
obssrver of things sround we would nob epeslé of the

—
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eglnnline a8 twisted, of the cowslip as wan, of the
vislet as glowing, or of the reed 23 balmy. Lycidas®
Iaureato hearso is to be strewn at once with primroso and
woodbine, daffodil and jasmina, When we read “the
ratho primrose that forsaken dies,” we see that the poet
is rocolleeting Shakespeare (Winter's Tals, 4. 4), not
looking at the primrose, The pine is not “rooted decp
23 high” (P. R. 4416), but scads its roots along the
surface. Tho elm, one of the thinnest folingod trees of
the forest, is inappropriatuly named starproof (dre. 89),
Lightning does not sige the tops of fress (P. L. 1, 613),
but either shivers them, or cuts a groove down tho stem
to the ground., Theso and other such like inaccuracies
must be set down partly to conventional language used
without meaning, the vice of Latin versification enforced
13 & task, but they are partly due to real defect of nataral
Inowledge,

Other objections of the critics on the same score,
whick may be met with, are easly dismissed. The
objector, who can discover no reason why the oak ghould
bo etyled “ monumental,” meets with his match in the
defender who suggests, that it may be rightly so called
becavse monuments in churches are made of osk, I
should tremblo to have to offer an explanation to critics
of Milton so ocute as these two. Bub of less ingenious
readers I would ask, if any eingle word can be found
equal to “monumental™ in its power of sugyesting le
the imngination the historic cak of park or chase, up to
tho knees in fern, which has outlasted ten generations of
men ; hes beon the mute witness of the scenes of love,
treachery, or violence enacted in the baronial hall which
it shadows and protects; and has been so assoctated with
rman, that it is now rather a column and memorial obelisk
than 8 tree of tha forect ! Lot
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"% These are the hugours of eriticiem. But, apart from

these, a_naturalist i& st once awero that Milton had .
 neither the eye nor the ear of a naturalist, At no time,

-» even before his loss of sight, was he an oxact observer,

of natural ohjects. It may be that he knew a skylark
from a redbreast, and did not confound the dog-rose with
the honeysuckle. But I am sure that he had_never
acquired that. interest.in.nature’s - things and WaYB, Whmh
leads to close and loving watching of them. Ho hed not”
that sense of outdoor nature, empmcal ‘and nob scientific,
which endows the Angler of his cotemporary Wallon,
with its enduring charm, and which is to be acquired
only by living in the open country in childhood. Milton,
is not a man of the fields, but of books. His hfe s in
hie atudy, and when he steps abroad mto  the air he
carries his stody thoughta with him. He does look at
nature, but he sees her through books. Notural im-
pressions are received from without, but always in those
forms of beautiful apeech, in which the poets of all ages
" have clothed them, His epithets are not, like the epithets
of the school of Dryden and Pope, culled from the Gradus
ud Parnassum ; they are expressive of some reality, bub it
" is of a real emotion in the spectator's soul, not of any
quality detected by keen insight in the objects themselves,
This emotion Milton's art stamps with an epithet, which
shall convey the added charm of classical reminiscence.
When, e.g., he speaks of “the wand'ring moon,” the
original significance of the epithet comes home to the
scholarly reader with the enhanced effect of its association
with the “errantem lunam” of Virgil, Nor because it
is adopted from Virgil has the epithet here the second-

hand effect of a copy. If Milton sees nature through
books, he still sees it
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To bebald the ward'ring o,
Riding noar ber Lights? Boet,
Like oo that 1ad been Ind setray,
Through the bearm’s wids poitiens wer,
And oft, 04 if her kead sto dow'd,
Btoopicg throsgh s faecy clozd.

No allegation thst *wand'ring moen” s borrywed frem
Homes can hide from ua that Milton, thongh be pestees
bered Horace, hsd watched the phenomanon with & frede
tng ta Intenss that ke projected his own aoad's fhrob ints
the abject before his, and nuned it with wlat Thorson

, ¢ealls “recoliceted Jove.”

,,/’ Miltara_sttitude towands_nature s nob that of o pries.
Hific naturalist, por oven that of s closs observer, It s
thet "of & poet who fecls ite total inSinencn Yoo promcially
1o dissech iv.  If, 29 1 havo axid, Milton rends boxks £xv
aod paturs sfterwarda, it i3 nod to $oe rature by Lt
books, but ¢o lesrn from both, He is Jeaming ot benks,
bt from books,  All ks resds, aoex, kear, b 15 kiz bat
nuitiment for the soul.  He i making hiraell Ranis
to bim the highest abject ; matars It enbordizaia tr mar,
zol cnly in its tore volzar taes, but 2 an excitant of
fine emsotion.  He ia not contrrned do regivter ke G0l
and pheopmens of mature, but to convey the impresedae
they make on 8 sepeitive sonl. The externs! forms of
things are to be presmied 1o we e trameformed theonsh
the heart and mind of the poet. The momn it endawed
with life gnd i)}, @ atooping,” “ridicg,” *ean Vring*
“bowing her head,” not as s Ingid penanifieation, ::'.d
bcmuw the #ncient poets &5 pessonified Lz, but by eome
munication fo her of the intense agitation whish fhe
uockwnal ppectacls roures in the [oers G Lesast.

T have somotimen prad that thews twpy Wylie e “rzan
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torpieces of description.”  Othor critics will ask if in’
the sconery of L'Allegro and I1 Penscroso Milton has

described the country about Horton, in Bucks, or that

ahout Forest [ill, in Oxfordshire ; and will object that the

Chiltern Hills are not high enough for clouds to rest

upon their top, much less upon their breast, But he has

loft out the pollard willows, says another censor, and the

Jines of pollard willow are the prominent feature in the

valley of the Colne, even more so than the * hedgerow

elms.” Does the line “ Walk the studious cloister’s palo,”

mean St. Paul's or Westminster Abbey? When these;
things can continue to be asked, it is hardly superfluous]
to continue to repeat, that truth of fact and poetical trathi
are two different things, Milton’s attitude towards nature§
is not that of a *descriptive post,” if indeed the phmse

be not a self-contradiction.

, In Milton, nature is not put forward as the. poet'

themo. His theme is man, in the twe contrasted moods of
- joyous emotion, or grave roflection. The shifting scenery

minisfers to the varying mood. Thomson, in the Sea-
sons (1726), sets himsolf to render natural phenomena
as they truly are. He has left us a vivid presentation
in gorgeous language of the naturalistic calendar of the
changing year. Milton, In thess two idylls, has recorded a
day of twenty-four hours. But he has not registered the
phenomena ; he places us et the standpoint of the man
bofore whom they deploy, And the man, joyous or
melancholy, is not a bare spectator of thom; he is the
studont, compounded of sensibility and intelligence, of
whom we sre not told that he saw g0 and so, or that he_
felt so, but with whom we are made copartners..of his

' thoughts and. fecling. . Description melts into emotion,

znd conf»mpiahon bodies itself in imagery. All the
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seharm of rural lifo iz thers, but It is not tendered to us
in the form of a landscape; the scenery is subordinated
to the human figare in the contra.

Thesa two ehort idylls are muked hy a gladeome_rpon-

faneity which mever came to Milton sgain. The delicate
faucy and fecling which play about L'Allegro und I
\ Penseroso never reappear, and form & strong contrast to
' the austers imaginings of his Jater poatical period. Theso
" fwo poems have the freedom and frolic, the natural graca
of movement, the improvisation, of the Lest Elizabethan
lexamples, while both thoughts and words are under a
rict cconomy unkuvown to the diffuse exuberance of the
Bpenserians,
In Lycidas (1637) we have reached the high-water
rark of English Poesy end of Milton's awn production.
A period of & contury and o bslf was 4o elapee bafose
poetry in England seemed, in Wordsworth's Od¢ on Jin-
mortality (1807), to bo rising sgain towards the lovel
of inspiration which it had once attained in Lyeidas.
And in the development of the Miltonie genius this
wonderful dirge marks the calminating point. As the
twin idylls of 1632 show & great adeanca npon the Ods
on the Nativily (1629), the growth of the poctic mind
during the five years which follow 1632 is registored in
Lyeidas, Like the L'Allegro and I} Penseroto, Lycidas
i! Inid out on the lines of the sccepted pastoral fiction;
* fike thim {f offers exquisite touches of idealissd raral
Jelif” Bat Lyeidas opens vp & deeper vein of fecling, »
\patnot pescion g0 vehement and dangerous, thal, like
that “which ‘stirred the Hebrew prophet, it in compelled
to' el {tself from power, or from sympathy, in atterance
mads purposely enigmatical. Tho passage which beging
“ELakt came and last did go” raises in us a fhrll of
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.nwe-struck expectation which I can only comparo with -~
that oxcited by the Cassandra of Zischylus's Agamem-
non., For the reader to feel this, he must have present in
memory the circumstances of England in 1637. He
must place himself as far as possible in the situation of a’
cotemporary. The study of Milton's poetry eompels the .
study of his time; and Professor Masson's six volumes
are not too much to enablo us to understand that there
were real causes for the intense passion which glows
underneath the poet's words—a passion which unex-.
plained would bo thought to be intrusive.

The historical exposition must be gathered from the
English history of the period, which may be rerd inm
Profossor Masson’s excellent summary, All I desire to
point out here.is, that in Lycides, Milton's original pic~
turesque vein is for the first time crossed with one of
quite another sort, stern, determined, obscurely indicative
of suppressed passion, and tho resolution to do or die.
The fanaticism of the covenanter and the sad grace of
Peotrarch seem to meot in Milton's monody. Yet these
opposites, instead of neutralising each other, are blended
into one harmonjous whole by the presiding, but invisible,
genius of the poet. The contlict betweon the old cavalier
world—the years of gaiety and festivity of a splendid and
pleasure-loving court, and the new puritan world into
which love and pleasure wero not to enter—this conflict
which was commencing in the social life of England, is

also begun in Milton's own breast, and is reflected in
Lycidas.

For wo were nurs'd npon the sclf-same hill.

Here is the sweet mournfulness of the Spenserisn time,
upon whose joys Death is the only intruder. Pass on.
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ward a little, and you are in presence of the tremendous

Two-handed engine at the door,

he terror of which ix enhanced by ils obscurity, We
are very sure that the avenger is there, though we know
not who he is. In these thirty lines we have the pro-
lnding mutterings of the storm which was to sweep away
mask and revel and sopg, to inhibit the drama, snd
suppross poetry. In_the earlier poems Milton’s muse has
gung in the tones of tho ge that is passing away; the
poet is, exeopt in “his austere chastity, o cavalier. Though
even in L'Allegro Dr. Johnson truly detects “some
melancholy in his mirth,” In Lycidas, for 8 moment, the
tones of both ages, the past and the coming, are combined,
and then Milton leaves behund him for ever the golden
age, and one half of his postic genive. o never ful
flled the promise with which Lycidas concludes, **To-
morrow to fresh woods and pastures new.”



CHAPTER IIL
JOURKEY TO ITALY,

Berore 1632 Millon had begun to learn Italian. His
mind, just then open on all sides to impressiona from
books, was peculiarly attracted by Italian poetry. The
language grew to be loved for ita own sake. Saturated
28 he was with Dante and Petrarch, Taszo and Ariosto,
the desire arose to let the ear drink in the music of
Tuscan speech.

The * unhappy gift of beauty,” which has attracted the
apoiler of all ages to the Italian peninsula, has ever exerted,
and still exerts, a magnetic force on every cultivated mind.,
Manifold are the sources of this fascination now. The
scholar and the artist, the antigquarian and the historian,
the architect and the lover of natural scenery, alike find
hero the amplest gratification of their tastes. This is 8o
still; but in the sixteenth century the Italian cities were
the only homes of an sncient and decaying civilization.
Not insensible to other impressions, it was specially the
desire of social converse with the living poets and men of
tasto—a feeble generation, but one still nourishing the
traditions of the great poetic age—which drew Milton
ecross the Alps.

In April, 1637, Milton's mother had died; but his
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younger brother, Christopher, had come to Yive, with his
wife, in the paternal bome at Horton,  Millen, the father,
waa not unwilling that his sou shauld have his foreign tour,
vy & part of that elabomto education by which ba wax
qualifying himeelf for his doabtful vocation. The cost
was not to ¢tand in the way, considersble ea it must have
been. Howell's estimato, in his Instructions jor Forreins
Travel, 1642, waa 3001 a year for tho tounst himeelf,
sand 504 for his man, 8 sum equal to about JO0OL st
present.
. Among the letters of introduetion with whick Milton
“provided himeelf, one was from the sged Sir Henry
Wotton, Provost of Eton, in Milton's immediate neigh.
bowrhood. Sir Henry, who had lived » Jong time in
Italy, impressed upon hiz young {riend the impartance of
discretion on the point of religion, and teld him the stary
which ke always told to travellers who asked his advice,
AL Siens T wag tabled mn the house of one Allerts
Seiptond, an old Roman courtier in dangerous times, . . . .
At my departure for Rome I had won confilence
enough to beg his advice how I mught carry mysell
securely there, without offencs of otliems, or of mins own
consctence, ¢ Signor Arrigo mio,’ &iya ke, * pensier? stretht
4 it viao srioMo {Yhoughta close, conntenance open) wil)
go safely over the whole world'” Though the wtensity
of the Catholic reaction bad somewhat relazed m ltaly,
the deportment of a Protestant in the countnies which wess
torrorised by the Inquisition was & matter which demanded
much circumspection, Sir H. Wolton spoke from his
own experience of far more rigorsus tumes than those of
the Barberini Pope.  But he muy bave noticel, aven in
hin brief scquaintance with Milton, a fearleas presunsption
of specch which whs just what way most likely to bring
n
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him into trouble. The event proved thal the hint wae
not misplaced. For at Rome itself, in the very lion's
den, nothing could content the young zealot but to stand
up for his Protestant creed. Milton would not do as
Peter Heylin did, who, when asked as to his religion,
replied that he was a Catholic, which, in a Laudian, was
bub a natural equivoque. MMilton was resolute im hie
religion at Romo, so much so that many were deterred
from showing him tho civilities they were prepared to
offer. His rule, he says, was “ not of my own accord to
introduce in those places conversation about religion, but,
if interrogated respecting the faith, then, whatsoever 1
ghould suffer, to dissemble nothing. What I was, if any
one asked, I concealed from no ome; if any one in the
vory city of the Pope attacked the orthodox religion, I
defended it most freely.,” Deyond the statement that the
English Jesuits were indignant, we hear of no evil con-
sequences of this imprudence. Perhaps the Jesuits saw
that Milton was of the stuff that would welcome mar-
tyrdom, and were gick of the affair of Galileo, which had
terribly damaged the prefensions of their church.

Milton arrived in Paris April or May, 1638. He
received civilities from the English ambassador, Lord
Seudamore, who at his request gave him an introduction
to Grotius. Grotius, says Phillips, “took Milton’s visit
kindly, and gave him entertainment suitable to his worth,
and the high commendations he had heard of him.” We
have no other record of his stay of many days in Paris,
though A. Wood supposes that * the manncrs and graces
of that place were not agrceable to his mind.” It was
August beforo he reached Florence, by way of Nice and
Genon, and in Florence he spent the two months which
wo now consider the most impossible there, the months
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of August aud September. Nor did he find, e3 he wonld
find now, tho city deserted by the patives. Wa hear
nothing of Milton's imptessiona of the placo, but of the
men whom ho met thers ho retnined always a lively
and affectionate remembrance. The learned and polite
Florentinea had not fled to tho hills from the atifling heat
and blinding glare of the Lung® Arno, but seem to have
carried on their litersry meetings in defianco of climate.
This was the age of atsdemies—an institution, 3dton
ays, “of most praiseworthy effect, both for the cultivation
of polite ketters amd the keeping up of friendships”
Florenes had five or ¢ix such societics, the Florentine, the
Della Crusea, the Svogliati, the Apotisti, &e. It is ey,
and usual in osr day, fo speak contomptuously of the
literary tone of these academics, fostering, as they did,
an anriable and garrulous i of reciprocal compli.
meny, and to contrast them unfavourably with our
societies for revero research. They were at Jeast evidence
of cultare, and served to keep slive the tmditions of the
more masculine Medicean age, And that the members
of thes iations wero not of their own degene-
facy and of ita causo, we leara from Milten himself, For
as poon o8 they found that they wers sxfa with the young
Briten, they disclored thefr own bditter hatend of the
church’s yoko which they had to bear. “T have #ate
among their learned men,” Milton wrots in 1644, “and
been counted happy o be born in such a place of phile
sophic freedom az thoy supposed England swes, while
themselves did nothing but bomoan the servile condition
into which learning amongst them was bronght, that ths
was it which had dampt the glory of [alian wita
that pothing liad been written there now theso many
years bat flattery and fostin”  Ailton way introduced
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gt the meetings of their academies; his presence ie m
corded on two occasions, of which the latest ia the 16th
Septomber nt the Svogliati. Ho paid his scot by reciting
from memory some of his youthful Latin verses, hexa~
meters, “molto erudite,” says the minute-book of the
sitting, and others, which “I shifted, in the scarcity of
books and conveniences, to patch up.” He obtained much
credit by these oxercises, which, indeed, deserved it by
comparison. He ventured upon the perilous experiment
of offering somo compositions in Italian, whick the fas-
tidious Tuscen ear af least professed fo inciude in these
“ gncomiums which the Ifelian is not forward to hestow
on men of this side the Alps.”

Tho euthor of Lycidas cannot but have been quite
awaro of the small poetical merit of such an ode as that
which was addressed to him by Franeini, In this ode”
Milton is the swan of Thames—* Thames, which, owing
to thee, rivels Boeotian Permessus ;” and so forth, But
there is a genuine feeling, an ungrudging warmth of
sympathetic recognition underlying the trite and tumid
panegyric. And Milton may have yielded to the not
unnatural impulse of showing his countrymen, that though
vot a prophet in boorish and fanatical England, he had
found recognition in the homo of letters and arts. Upon
us i¢ forced, by this their different reception of Milton,
the contrast between the two countries, Ialy and England,
in the, middle of the scventesnth century. The rude
north, whose civilisation was all to come , concentrating ali
its intelligenco in u violent effort to work off the eccle-
slustical poison from its system, is brought into sharp con-
trast with the sweet south, whosae civilisation is behind 2 i,
snd whose intellect, after & sovers struggle, has sucoumbed
to the materin) foree and orgavisation of the church.
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A8 roon 85 the seasen allowad of it, Millen st furwurd
t Roms, taking what was then the weual way by Siens.
At Romo ho spent bwo months, occupying himmll P‘“_ﬂy
#ith seeing the Bntifuities, and parily with culticating
the acquaintance of matives, and eome of the many
foreigror resident in tho eternal eity. Bat though he
received much eivility, wo do nub find that he met with
the peculiar aympathy which endeared to him his Tascay
friondn,  Bis chief ally was the Gosman, Laesa olstentas,
 native of Hamburg, who had abjured Protestantism to
becoma hbrarian of the Tatican. Tolslenita had sesided
thre years in Oxford, and considered bimeelf bound to
repay to the English scholar sune of the attentions he
had received himself Through Holstenius Millon was
preented to tho nephew, Francesco Barberind, who was
just then overything in Rome. It was ut n coneedd at the
Barberini palace that Milton heard Leonara Baroni eing
His thres Tatin epigrams addressed ¢o thia lady, the fined
singer of Ttaly, oz of the world at that time, teatify to the
enthusissm shs excited in the musical soul of Milton.
Nor are thess thres epigrama the only hiomage which
~Milton paid bo Itatian beanty, The susceptitlepoet, whols
tho sunlesy north would fain have “sported with the tangles
of Neara's hair,” could not behold Nexea hersolf and the
flashing splendonr of hereye, unmovesl.  Milton proclaima
{Dsensio Secunda) that in a1} his forcign tour he had
lived cloar from all that ia disgraceful. Dut the pudicity
of his behaviour and languags covers o soul tremulous
with emotion, whoes prasfon was intensifiod by the disel-
Blins of o elnsto intention. Five Italian piecra Amiong
":iﬂ poems axs to the address of another Lady, whe
» "' majectic movements and love-darting dark brow” had
subded him.  The etwre lay in the novility of thisetgle
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of beauty to one who came from the land of the ¥ vermeil
tinctur'd cheek ” (Comus) and tho “ golden nefs of hair”
(EL 1. 60). XNo clue has been discovered to the name

of this divinity, or to the occasion on which Miltun saw

her.

Of Milton's {mpression of Rome there is no record.
Thero are no traces of special observation in his poetry.
The description of the eity in Paradise Regained (iv. 32)
has nothing characteristic, and could have been written
by one who had mever seon it, and by many as well ag
by Milton. We get one glimpse of him by aid of the
register of the English College, a8 dining there at a
“gumptuous entertainment” en 30th October, when he
met Nicholas Carey, brother of Lord Falkland., In spite
of Sir Henry Wotton's caution, his rescluteness, as A.
Wood calls it, in his religion, hesides making the English
Jesuits indignant, caused others, not Jesuits, to withhold
civilities. Milton only tells ns himself that the anti-
guities detained him in Rome about two months,

At the end of November he went on to Naples. On the
road he fell in with an Eremite friar, who gave him an
introduction to the one man in Naples whom it was im-
portant he should kmow, Giovanni Battista Manso,
Marquis of Villa. The marquis, now seventy-eight, had
been for two generations the llmcenss of letters in
Southern Italy, Ho had sheltered Tasso in the former
generation, and Marini in the latter. It was the singuler
orivilege of his old age that he should now entortein g
hird poet, greater than either. In spite of his years, he
vas able to act as cicerons to the young Englishman over
he scenes which he himself, in his Life of Tasso, hesa
eseribed with the enthusiasm of a post. But even the
jgh-souled Manso quailed before the ierrors of the In.
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qnisition, and apologised to Milton for not having showa
him greater attention, because he would not bo mors
cireumspect in the mater of religion. Milton's Italian
journey brings out the two conflicting strains of fecling,
which wero uttored togother in Lycidas, tha poets im-i
pressibility by pature, the freeman's indignation et clarical
domination.

The time was now at hand when the latter passion, the
noblo rago of freedom, was to suppresa the mora dalicate
Hower of potic imsgipation, Milton's original echeme
bad included Sicily and Grosce, The gerious aspect of
affairs at home compslled him to remounce his project.
“I considered it dishonourable to ba enjoying myself at
my esss in foreign lands, while my countrymen were
siriking a blow for freedom.” Ho retruced his steps
leisurely enough, bowever, making a halt of swo months
in Romo, and again ome of two months in Florence.
We find hiws mentioned 1n the minutes of the acaderuy
of the Svogliati as having been prosent at thres of
their weekly meetings, on the 17th, 24th, and 3lat
March.  But the most noteworthy incident of his second
Florentine residenco is his interview with Galdeo. Ho
bad been unable to sce the veteran_ imattyr.of gcivnce on
his first visit. For though Galileo was at that time
living within the walls, ho was kept a closa prisoner
by tho Inquisition, and not cllowed either to set foot
cutside his own door, or to receive vizits from non-
Catholics. In the spring of 1639, however, ko waa
sllowod to go back to his villa at Gioiello, near Arcetri,
and Milton obtained admission. ta_him,. old, frail, and
blind, but in full possession of his mental faculty. There
is obacrvable in Milton, sa Mr. Mrsson suggests, a pro-
phetic fascination of the finey on the sabject of blind
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pess, And the decp impression left by this sight of * the
Tuscan artist ” is evidenced by the feeling with which .
Qalileo’s name and achiovement are 1mbeddcd in Paradise
Eost.

From Florence, Milton crossed the Apennines by Bo-
logna and Ferrara to Vemico. From this port he shipped
for England the books he had collected during his tour,
books curious and rare as they seemed to Phillips, and
among them a chest or two of choice music books.
The month of April was apent at Venice, and hidding
farewsll to the beloved land he would never visit again,
Milton passed the Alps to Geneva.

No Englishman’s foreign pilgrimage was complefe with-
out touching at this marvellous capital of the reformed
faith, which with almost no resources had successfully
braved the whole might of the Catholic reaction. The
only record of Milton's stay at Geneva is the album of
s Neapolitan refugee, to which Milton contributed hie

autograpl, under date 10th June, 1639, with the follow-
tny quotation :—

If virtue feebls were,
Heaven iteelf wonid stoop to her.

(From Comash.
Coslum non epimum mutv, dum trans mare ourro.

{from Horace.)

But it iz probable that he was a guest in the house of
one of the leading pastors, Giovanni. Diodati, whose
nephew Charles, a physician commencing practice in
London, was Milton’s bosom friend. Here Milton tirat
beard of the death, iu the previcus August, of that friend,
it wos o heavy blow to him, for one of the chief plea:
eares of bLeing nt homs agein would have been to pour
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into n sympathetic Ttalian car the story of Lis adventures.
The sadness of the humeward jourpes from Genmeva iz
recorded for us in the Epftuphium Dsmenie.  This
piecs i3 an elegy to the memory of Charles Diodati It
- unfortunately differs from the elegy on King in being
written in Latin, ond is thos inaccessible to uneducated
roaders,  As to such Teaders the topic of Milton's Latin
poetry is necessarily an nngrateful subject, L will dismiss
it bero with one remark. Milton's Latin veres are dis-
ticguished from most Neo-latin verse by Leing n vehicle
of real emotion. Iis tachnical ekill is esid to have been
surpassed by others ; but that in which ho etands alone
is, that in these exerciscs of imitative art he is able to
remain himself, and to give utterance to genuine passion,
Artificial Arcadianism is as much the frame-work of the
elegy on Diodati as it is of Lyeidas. We have Daphuis
and Bion, Tityrus and Amyntas for chameters, Sicilian
valleys for scenery, while Pan, Yales, and the Fpum
P the sapernatoral. The shephords Jefind their
Qocks from wolves and lions. But thie fectitious bueo-
licisma is pervaded by s pathos, which, like voleanic hest,
has fuged into & new compound the dilapidated débris
of the Theogntean world.  And in the Latin elegy there
is more tenderness than in the English. Charles Diodat]
was much nearer to Milton than had been Edward King
The sorrow in Lyeidur 15 no\ so much porsonal as it ia
the reyret of the sotiety of Chrisve.  Xing had only heen
known to Milton a3 one of the students of the same
zollege ; Diodati was the awociste of his choies in ripal
manhoad.
The Epitaphium Damonts is further memorable
Milton's 1ast sttempt in ecrious Latin verse. Ho dis.
cavecnd in this experbnent that Latin weo oot ansdeuate
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vehicle of the fecling he desired to give vent fo. In the
concluding lines he takes a formel farewell of the Latian
muse, and announces his purpose of adopting henhceforth
the “harsh and grating Brittonic idiom ” (Britfonicusm

stridens),
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CHBAPTER IV.
EDUCATIONAL THEORY-—TEAOHIXG

Miuron was back in England in August, 1639, e had
been absent & year and throe months, during which epace
of time the aspect of public affairs, which had been per.
plesed and gloomy when ho lelt, had been growing still
more ominous of a coming storm. The issnes of the con-
troversy were 80 pervasive, that it was elmost impossible
for any cducated man who undemtood them not to range
himeell on a side.  Yet Milton, thoagh he had broken oft
his projected tour in consequence, did not rush inte the
fray on hLis return, e resumed lna retired and studious
fife, “ with no small delight, cheerfully leaving” as he
says, ““ the event of public aflsirs first to God, and then to
thase to whom the people bad comimnitted that task

Ho did not return to Horten, but took lodgings in
London, in the houss of Russel a teilor, in St. Brides
churchyard, at the eity end of Fleei-atrect, on the site of
what is now Farringdon-strect. There is no atterapt on
the part of Milton to take up a profession, not even for the
sake of appeazancos. The elder Milton wna content to
provide the sun, of whom ho was proud, with the mean:
of prosecuting his cccentric scheme of life, to continng,
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namely, to prepare himself for some great work, nature‘
unlnown, . ‘

Tor a young man of simple habits and «tudzous lifo -4
iittle suffices., The chicef want is books, and of theso, for
Milton's style of reading, select rather than copious, a.
large collection is superﬂums. There ware in 1640 mno
public libraries in London, and a scholor had to find his -
own store of books or to borrow from his friends.  Hilfon
gever ¢an have possessed & large library. At Horton be
may bave used Kederminster's bequest to Langley Church.
8¢ill, with his Italian acquisitions, added to the books that
he already possessed, he soon found a lodging too narrow
for his accommodation, and removed to a house of his
own, ““a presty garden-house, in Aldersgate, at the end of
2n eutry.” Aldersgate was outside the city walls, on the
vergs of the open country of Islington, and was a gentes!
though not o fashionable quarter. There were few streels
in Londoun, says Phillips, more frec from noise,

He bad token in hand the education of his two
nephews, John and Edward Phillips. gons of his only
sigter Anme. Amnne was e fuw years older than her bro-
ther John. Her first husband, Edward Phillips, had died
in 1631, and the widow had given her two sons 2 stap-
iather in one Thomas Agar, who wag in the Clerk of the
Crown's office, Milton, on settling in London in 1639,
had &t once taken his you;uger nepheswe John to live vith
him, When, in 1640, bhe rcmoved to Aldersgats, the
elder, Edward, 2lso came under his roof,

If it was affection for his sister which first moved
Milton to undertake the tuition of her sons, he soon deve-
loped a laste for the occupation. In 1648 he began 1o
receive into his houss other pupils, but only, eayz
Phillips (who iz zolicitous that his unclo sliould not be-
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thoupht to have kept a achool), **the sona of ome gentls.
mmen that were bis intimate frienda™ He threw into hix
leanons the samo energy which ho camied into everything
elze.  In his eagemess to find & place for everything that
covld be learnt, there could have been few hows in the
day which wero not invaded by teaching. He had ex
changed the contemplative leisuro of Iforton for s busy
life, in which no hour but bad its ealle.  Even on Sundsys
thore wero lescons in the Greek Testament aud dictations
of & gyatem of Divinily in Latin. His pampllets of thiz
petiod betray, in their want of measuro and equilibrium,
oven in their heated style and passion.fushed language,
the Iife at high pressure which their anthor wes leading.

We have no sccount of Milton's method of teaching
from eny competent pupil Edward Phllips was an
aniable and upright tman, who earned his fiving respec.
tably by tuition and the compilation of books, He held
his uncle's memory in great vepesation. But when he
comes to describe the education be received at his ancle’s
hands, the ooly charcteristic on which he dirells 15 that of
quantity. Phillips's account is, however, sapplemented
for us by Milton’s written theory, His Tracfats of fifu.
cation to Master Samuel Harthy is probably known even
to those who have never looked at anything clse of Milton's
in prose.

Of all the practical arte, that of education ecems tho
most eumbrons 10 its method, and to be productive of the
smallest results with the most Iavish expenditure of
means, Henes the eabject of education iz ono which
elways luting on the innovator and the theorist.  Fvery
oue, ea Le grows up, becomes aware of tume lost, and effort
misapplied, it hisown ease It s not unnatural to desire
to savo onrchildren from s like waste of power. Andina
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Hmo guch a4 Wwas that of Milton’s youth, when alj t:a
ditions wore being Questioned, ang a1 institutiong Wers to
< be Temodelled, i, Was certain that the schoo] would by

Universitieg, The great Instaurator op all knowledge,
Bacon, in 'preaching the Recessity of altering tho whole
method of knowing, Included g4 matter of coypge the
method of teaching o know, \

he man why carried over the Baconian aspiration intq
education wag Comez;ius (d. 1670), 4 Projector anq on-

thusiast, Comeniyg desired, like Bacon, ap entirely ney
intellectyy] era.  With Bacon’s intellectyy] ambition, hy¢

10t as an enq iy itself ; many living Ianguages, ingteaq of,
the one deaq language of the o]q 8chool ; 4 knowledge of
things, instead of Words ; thg free usg of our eyes ang ears
Upon the natype that Surrounds g, intelligen appre.
hension, instead of loading the memory—ayg these dge.
trines, afterwargg Inheriteq by the barty of Tationg}
reform, vwopg first Promulgateq iy, Europg by the Dumergyg
pamphlets--some ninety haye been Teckoneq Up—of thiq
Teuto-SIav, Comeniyg,

Comeniyg had as the champioy of his vigws in Englang
Samue} Harth'b, a Dantziger by origin, settled ip Londog
ince 1628, Hartlip had eyep less of real seionee than

)omenius, but he ypqq equally POossessed by the Baconiay

leal of 4 new heavep and g pey carth of knowledge.

~
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Not himself s discovererinany branch, he was uncesstogly
oceupied in communicating the discoveries and inventions
of athers e bad an esr for every novelty of whatever
kind, interesting himself in rocial, religions, philanthropic
schomes, a5 well as ip experiments in thoarts, A sanguine
universality of benevolenca pervaded that generation of
axdont souls, nkin only in their common anticipation of an
vnknown Utopia. A secret was within the reach of
human jngenvity which would make all mankind happy,
Bat fhere were two directions more especially in which
Hartlib's zeal without knowledge aboundel  These were
a grand scheme for the wnion of Protestant Christendom,
and his propigand of Comenius’s echool-reform.

For the first of these projects it was mot likely that

Harilib would gain a prosclyts in Milton, who had at
anc-and-twenty judged Anglican orders a servitude, and
wag already chafing against the restraints of Presbytery,
But on his other hobby, that of school-mefurm, Mikon was
wot only sympathetic, bup when Harthb came to talh
.vith him, he found that most or all of Comenius’s ideas
had already iodependently presented themsclves to the
reflection or experience of the Englishman, At Harthb'a
roquest Milton consented to put down s thoughts on
paper, and even to print them in a guario pamphilet of
oight pages, entitled, Of Liducation: lo Mu.ter Samuel
Harilib,

This tract, often reprodnced and regarded, along with
ons of Locke's, as » substantial contribution to the sub-
ject, must oflen bave gnevously duwappointed those who
bave eagetly consulted it for practical hunts or gmdance of
any kind,  Its interest is wholly biographical It cannot
be regarded s a valuablo contribution to educatiau.})
thenty, but it is strongly marked with ths Miltonis indi-
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viduality. We find in it the same lofty conception of the -
sim which Milton carried into everything ho sttempted ;
the same disdain of the heaten routine, and proud reliancs
apon his own resources, Mo hod given vent elsewhere to-
his discontent with the system of Cambridge, which, as’
ip the time of her better health, and mine own younger
judgment, I nevor greatly admired, so now (1642) much
lees.” I the letter to Hartlib he denounces with equel
fiercenese the schoole and ¥ the many mistakes which have
mede learning generally so unpleasing and so unsue
cessful.”  The alumni of the universities carry away with
them & hatred and contempt for learning, and sink into
“ignorantly zealous” clergymen, or mercenary lawyers,
while the men of fortune betake themselves to feasts
and jollity. These last, Milton thinks, are the best of
the three classea.

All thess moral shipwrecks are the consequence,

* sceording to Milton, of bad education, It i in our

power to avert them by u reform of schools. But the
measures of reform, when produced, are ludicrously incom-
“ mensurable with the evils to be remedied. I do not
trouble the reader with the proposals ; they are a form of
the well-known niistake of regarding education a3 merely
the commanreation of useful kuowled«e The doctrine =z
propounded in the Tracfute is complicated by the further
dithenlty, that the knowledge is to be ga.thered out of
Sreek and Latin books. This doctrine is advocated by
Milton with the ardour of his own lofty enthusizsm. In
virtne of the grandeur of zeal which inspires them, these
pages, which are in substance nothing. more than the now
familiar omniseient examiner’s prograinme, retain a place
2s one of our classics. The fine definition of educat]on
hers given her nevar bean improved wupon: “I call g,

3
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! Tat,

_ and g ducation that which fis a man
1o per[orm Jusuy, skilfully, end ma'vmmmoux)y, all the
| offices, both private and public, of peaco and war,” This

‘ }sthe true Milion. When he offers, {n auather page, a8
( 30 cquivalont definition of the true end of learning, “to
| vepair the tuin of our first parents by regaining to knosw
{ God aright,” we hava tho theological Millon, and what
{ Im took on from the current langnags of his age.

7 Milton gase ximngly, as many have dons before and
zmcc, ons weak poiut in the practics of schools, namely,
the emsll result of much time. Te foll into the nrtural
error of the inexperienced teacher, that of suppasing that
tho remedy was the ingestion of much and diversified
intelligible matter, It requres much observation of
young xmnds to dxscover that the rapid inculestron of

itnted i tha faculties instead of
training them. Is it [mclful to think that iv Edward
Phillips, who was always employing his enperficial pen
upon topics with which he spatched a fogilive acquain-
tance, wo have a concrete exsmple of the natural result
of the Miltonic system of spatruction §




CHAPTER V.
HMARRIAGE, AND PAMPHLETS ON DIVORCE

WE have scen that Milton turned back from his unaccomns-
plished tour bocause he “deemed it disgraceful to be
idling away his time abroad for his own gratification,
while his countrymen wero contending for their liberty.”
From these words biographers have inferred that he
hurried bome with the view of taking service in the Par-
linmentarian army. This interpretation of his words
seems to receive confirmation from what Phillips thinks
he had heard,~—¢ I am much mistaken if thers were not
about this time a design in agitation of making him
Adjutent-General in Sir Williem Waller's army.”
Phillips very likely thought that a recruit could enlist ag
en Adjutant-General, but it does not appear from Milton's
own words that he himself over contemplated servies in
the field. The words * contending for liberty ” (de libor-
tato dimicarent) could not, as eaid of the winter 1638-39,
mean snything more than the strife of party. And when
war did break out, it must have been obvious to Milton
that he could serve the cause better as  scholar than ns a
poldier.

Thst he never took service in the srmy is cortain. If
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and & small estate of some 3007 & year, value of that de
Forest Hill was within the encient royal forest of Shob-*
over, of which Mr. Powell was Jessee. The reader will -
romember that the poet’s father was born at Stanton St
John, the adjoining porish to Forest Hill, and that Richard
Milton, the grandfather, had been under- Tanger of the
roya! forest. There had been many transactiony between
the Milton and the Powell families as far back as 1627.
In paying a visit to that neighbsurhood, Milton was both
returning to the district which had been the homé of all
the Miltons, and renewing en old acquaintance with the
Powell family, Mr. Powell, though in receipt of a fair
income for 2 country gentleman— 300/ a year of that day
raay be roughly valued at 10001 of our day—and his wife
had brought him 30007, could not live within his means.
His children were numerous, and, belonging as he did to
the cavalior party, his house was conducted with ths
careloss hospitality of o royalist gentleman, Twenty yeara
. bofore be had begun boerrowing, and among other persons
had had recourss to the prosperous and saving serivener of
Bread-street, He was wlready mortgaged to the Miltons,
father and rons, more deeply then his estate had any
prospeet of paying, which was perhaps the reason why he
found no difliculty in promising a portion of 1000L with
tis daughter.  Milton, with 2 poet's waut of caution, or
indifierenco to money, and with a lofty masculine dig.
regard of the temper and chavacter of the girl he asked
to gkero his life, came home with hia bride in triumph,
and held feasting in celebration of his basty and ill con-
sidered choice. It was n beginning of sorrows to him.
Hitherto, up to Lis thirtyfifth yesr, independent master
of Jeisure and the delights of literature, his years had
pavsed withont » check ¢x 2 thadow, Trom this day
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the_clamour of con?.m\erey, crow-ned by ths cmshmg
calnunty of blindness, ware to bo his portion for more than
thirty yeare.  Singular among poets in the sercne fortane
tof the first half of life, in the sccond half his piteons tate
w28 to rank in wretchedness with that of b mosters,
Dante or Tasso.

The biographer, scquainted with the event, has na
difficelty i predicting it, and tn saying at thta point in
hus atory, that Milton might hare known better than,
with his puritanical connections, to have taken to wife &
daughter of a cavalier house, to have brought her from &
roystering home, frequonted by the dissolute officers of
the Oxford garrison, to the spare diet and philosophical
retirement of a recluso etudent, and to have looked for
sympsthiy and response for hus epeculations from an un
educated and frivolons girl. Love has blinded, and will
continne to blind, the weest men to calculations as easy
aud a3 cortain as these, And Milton, in whose soul
El;i‘t-m ansterily was as yet only contending with the
moro gonial currents of humanity, had a far greater than
avernge susceptibility to the charm of woman. Even
at the later dato of Paradise Lost, voluptuous thoughts,
23 Mr. Hallam has observed, are not uncongenial to him.
And at sn earlier age his poems, candidly pure from
the lascivious i does of his contemp , have pre-
served the record of the rapid impression of the momen-
tary passage of beauty upon his susceptible mind. Once,
at twenty, ho was_sat pll on flamo by the casual maeting,
1n ona of his walks in the saburbs of London, with s
damsel whom he never saw again. Again, sonnets In
to v. tell how he fell before the mew type of foreign
beauly which crossol bis path st Dologna. A sumlar
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surprise of his fancy at the expense of his judgment seems

to have happened on the present occasion of his visit to

Shotover. There is no evidence that N \Iary Powe]l was-
handsome, end we may ba sure that it would have ‘been

mentioned if she had been. But she had youth, and

country freshness; her “unliveliness and natural gloth

unfit for conversation” passed as “‘the bashful muteness

of & virgin” and if a doubt intruded that e was being -
too hasty, Milton may have thought that a girl of seven-

teen could be moulded at pleasure.

He was too soon undeceived. Iis dream of married
happiness barely lasted out tho honeymoon. He found
that he had mated himself to a clod of earth, who not
only was not now, but had not the capacity of becoming,
& helpmeet for him. With Milton, as with the whole
Calvinistic and Puritan Europe, woman was a creature of
an inferior and subordinate elass, Man was the final
cause of God’s creation, and woman was there to minister
to this nobler being. In his dogmatic treatise, De
doctrina Christiana, Milton formulsted this sontiment
in the thesis, borrowed from the schoolinen, that the
sonl was communicated “in semine patris,” The cavalier
section of society had inherited the sentiment of chivalry,
aud contrasted with the roundhead not more by its loyalty
to the person of the prince, than by its recognition of the
superior graco and refinement of womanhood. Even in
the debased and degenerate epoch of court life which
followed 1660, the forms and language of homage still
presarved the tradition of & nobler scheme of manners.
The Puritan had thrown off chivalry as being parcel of
Catholicisw, and had repluced it by the Hebrow ideal of
the subjection and seclusion of woman. Milton, in whose
mind the rigidity of Puritun doetrine was now cont undmb
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found cause of estrangement. Nor could Itilton have
consented, as he did, to so extreme a remedy, unleas he
had felt that the case required no- less, and that her
mother's advice and influonce were the most evailable
means of awakening his wife to a sense of her duty.
Milton’s consent was therefore given, He may have
thought it desirable she should go, and thus Mrs. Powell
would not have been going very much beyond the truth
when sho pretended some years afterwards that her son-
in-law had turned away his wife for a-long space.

Mary Milton wont to Forest Hill in July, but on the
understanding that she was to como back at Michaelmas.
When the appointed time %ame, she did not appear. Mil-
ton wrote for her to come. No answer. Several other
lotters met the same fate. At last he despatched a foot
messenger to Forest Hill desiring her retuwrn, The
messenger came back only to report that he had been
“dismissed with some sort of contempt.” It was evident
that Mary Milton’s family had espoused her cause us

“ aguinst her husband. Whatever may have been the
seeret motive of their conduet, they explained the quarrel
politically. and .began to repent, so Phillips thought, of
having watehed the eldest daughter of their house with s
voent Presbyterian.

U Milton had * hasted too eagerly to light the nuptial
torch,” he hiad been equally ardent in his caleuletions of
the domestic bappiness upon which ke was to enter. His
poet'’s imagination had invested & dull and common gxﬂ
with rare attribntes mornl and intelectual, and had plc-
turcd for him the state of matrimony as an earthly paradxso,
in which he wus to bo secure of n response of aﬁ"ectxon‘
chowing itsolf in s communion of . mtefolLut interests,
In proportion to the brillisney of his ideal anticipeastion |
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Pload the common cause of man nnd of society, Hegives
no intimation of any individual interest, bug hisarument
throughout glows with a white heat of concealed emotion,
such a3 could only bs stirred by the sting of como per-
sonal and present misery,

Notwithstanding the amount of free opinion sbrsd in
l::nglnnd, or at least in London, at this date, Milton's
dl.\'orcu pamphlets created a sensation of that sort which
Gibbon is fond of calling & seandal, A scandal, in this
sense, must elways ariss in your own party ; you eannot
scandalise the enemy.  And so it was now. Tho Episco-
palians wero rejoiced that Milton should ruip his ercdit
with his own side by sdvocating a paradox.  Tho Presby-
teriang hastened to disown a man who emabled their
opponents to brand their religious echemo as the paront
of moral heresivs, For though church government and
the English conslitution in sll its parts had begun to be
open questions, speculation had not as yet attacked either
of the two bases of society, property or the famuly. Load
was the outery of the Philistines. There was no doubt
that the rigid bords of Presbyterian orthodoxy wonld not
in any case have long Leld Milton. They were snapped
st once by the publication of Lis apinions or divorce, and
Milton is henceforwand to be ranked among the most
independunt of the new party which shortly after this
date began to be heard of under the mame of Inde-
pendents.

But the men who formed the nucleus of this new mods
of thinking were as yet, in 1613, not consohuated 1nto &
sect, 5till less was their importance as the coming pelitical
party dresmt of. At present they were umts, only drawn
to each other by the sympathy of opinion. The contemp-
tuous epithets, Amabaptist, Antinomusp, &, could be
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levelled against them with fatel effect by every Phxlmtme
and were freoly used on this occasion agninst Mxlton,. H
eays of himself that he now lived in s world of:dis
esteem. Nor was there wanting, to complete  his"di
comtfiture, the practical parody of the doctrine of divores
A Mistress Attaway, lacewoman in Bell-alley, and- ‘ghes’
preacher in Coleman-street, had been reading Mastef
MiMon's book, and remembered that she had an unsano-f
tified husband, who did not speak the language of Canaan;:

She further reflected that Mr. Aitaway was not only
unsanctified, but was also absent with the army, whﬂe
William Jenney was on the spot, and, like herself, alse’
a preacher. Could 2 *scandalised” Presbyterian help

pointing the finger of triumphant scorn at such examples;

the natural fruits of that mischievous book, The Doctrine
and Discipline ?

Beyond the stage of scandal and disesteem the matter
did not proceed. In dedicating The Doctrine and Dis-
cipline to the Parliament, Milton had specially called on
that assembly to legislate for the relief of men who wers
encumbered with unsuitable spouses. No notire was
taken of this appeal, as there was far other work on band,
end no particular pressure from without in the direction
of Milton’s suit. Divorce for incompatibility of temper
remained his private croichet, or obtained converts only
among his fellow-sufferers, who, however numerous, did
uot form a body important enough to enforce by elamour
their demand for relief.

Milton was not very well plessed to find that the Par-
liament had no ear for the bitter cry of distress wrung
from their ardent admirer and staunch adherant. Accord-
wgly, in 1645, in dedicating the last of the divorce pam
phlots, which he entitled Fetrackordon, to the Parlisment,
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Lo concluded with a threat, # If the law mako not a timely
provizion, let the law, as reason is, bear the censura of the
coneequences,”

Thig threat he was prepared to put in execution, and
did, in 1645, as Phillips tells us, contemplats a union,
which could not have been a marrings, with another
woman. Ho was sble at this {ime 40 find some part of
that solace of conversation which bis wife failed to give
him, smong his female acquaintancs, Especially we find
him st home in the honse of one of the Parlivmentary
women, the Lady Marg\mt Lny, a lady “of great wit and
i ity,” the “h +” of Sonnet x.  Bat
the Lndy Margaret was a married woman, being the wife
of a Captain Hobson, s “very aceomplished gentleman,”
of the Isle of Wight. Tho young lady who was the
object of his attentions, and who, if she wero the  vir-
tuous young lady” of Sonnet 1x., was “in the prime of
earliest youth,” was a dsoghter of a Dr. Davia, of whom
nothing elso is now known. She is descrited by Phillips,
who may have scen her, 89 a very bandeome and witty
gentlewoman.  Though Milton was ready to brave public
opinion, Miss Davis was not. And eo the suit hung,
when a1l schemes of the kind wers put an end to by the
wnoxpected submission of Mary Powell.

Since October, 1643, when Milton’s messenger had been
dismissed from Forest Hull, the face of the civil struggle
was changed, The I’reshytcmm army had been replaced by
that of the Independents, and the § L
h&d Leen tho decline of thc royal cauge, consummawd by
its total ruin on the day of Nasehy, m June, 1645.
Oxford was closcly invested, Forest Il occupied by the
hcsxegem, and the Powell family compelled to take refuge
ithin the fines of the city. Financial bankroptey, toa
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had overtaken the Powells, Thess influences, mther
than any rumours which may have reached them of -
Milton's designs in regard to Miss Davis, wrounght a .
change in the views of the Powell family, By the
" triumph of the Independents Mr. Milton was_ become a
man of consideration, and might be useful as a_profector.
They concluded that the best thmg they could do was fo
seck a reconciliation. There were not wanting friends of
Milton's also, some perhaps divining his secret discontent,
who thought that sach reconciliation would be better for
him too, than perilling his happiness upon the experiment
of an illegal connexion. A conspiracy of the friends of
both parties contrived to introduce Mary Powell into a
house where Milton often visited in St. Martin’s-le-Grand.
. She was secreted in an adjoining room, on an occacion
“when Milton was known to bo coming, and he was sur-
. ‘prised by secing her suddenly brought in, throw herself
on her knees, and ask to be forgiven. The poor young
thing, now two years older and wiser, but still only
nincteen, pleaded, truly or falsely, that her mother “ had
been all along tho chief promoter of her frowardness.”
Milton, with a “noblo leonine clemency” which became
him, cared not for excuscs for the past. It was enough
“that she was como-back, and was willing to live with him
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« « « Eve, with teara thnt cans’d net fovicg
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Creature so fair his reconcilement seeking,
. * *

At onco disarm’d, bis anger all he lost.

The garden-house ifi Aldersgate-street had befors beon
found too ewmall for the pupils who were being now
pressed upon Milton It was to a larger house in Bar.
bican, s gide street leading out of Aldersgate, that he
brought the Powells and Mary Milton. Milton probably
abated his exactions on the point of companionship, and
learned to be content with her scquicsconea in the dutfés
of a wafe. In July, 1646, sho became a mother, and bore
in all four children, Of these, threo, all daughters, lived
bo?g?oTvTva. Mary Milton herself died 1z giving irth to
the fourth child in the surmmer of 1652, She waa only
twenty-six, snd kad been married to Muton nine years.
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Wg have now seen Milton engaged in teacning ana -
wnting on education, involved in domestic unhappiness, -
and speculating on the obligations of marriage. But
neither of these topies formed the prineipal occupation of
his mind during these yonrs. He had renounced a cherished -
scheme of travel because bis countrymen wero engaged at
home in contending for their liberties, and it could not
but bo that the gradually intensified stages of that struggle
engrossed his interest, and claimed his participation.

8o imperative did he regard this claim that he allowed
it to override the purposed dedication of his life to poetry,
Not indecd for ever and aye, but for a time. As he had
renounced Greece, the MHgean Isles, Thebes, and the East
for the fight for {rcedom, so now to the same cause he
postponed the composition of his epic of Arthurien
romanee, or whatever his mind *in the spacious circuits of
her musing proposed to heraclf of }ughest hope and hardest
attompting.” No doubt ay first, in thus deferring the
work of his life, he thought the delay would be for a
briof space. He did not foreses that having once taken -
an cer, he would be chained to it for more than twenty
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veaw, and that he would finally owe his releses to the
ruin of tho cause ke had served.  But for the Restoration
and the overthrow of iho Puritans, we should never have
had the great Puritan epic,

Tho period then of his political activity is to bo re-
gorded £s on episode in the life of the poet Milton. It
isindeed sn episode which fills twenty years, and those
the most vigorous years of manhood, from his thirty-
second to his fifty.sccond year. Ho himsell was con-
scious of the sacrifice bo was making, and apologises to
the public for thus defranding them of the better work
which ho stood pledged to oxccnte.  As ho puta it, there
was no choico for bim. Ho could not help himsclf, at
this critical juncture, < when the Church of God was at
the foot of her insulting enemies ;” he would never have
ceased to reproach himself, if ho had refused to employ
the fruits of his studies in her behall, Ife saw also thata
generation inflamed by the passions of conflict, and look-
ing in breathless suspense for the issue of battles, wus not
in & mood ta aitend to poelry. Nor, indeed, was he
ready to write, “not having yet (this is in 1642) com-
pleted to my mind the full circle of my private studiea ”

But thongh he is drawn into the strifs against his will,
and in defiance of bis genius, when ha is in 1t, be throws
into it the whol vehemence of his natare, Tho pam-
phlet period, T have gaid, is an episode in tho hie of the
poet.  Dubit is a genuine part of Milton's life, THowever
his ambition may have been set upon an epic crown, hiv
zeal for what ho calls the church was an equal passiosy

nay had, in his judgment, a paramount clum upos &2

He is a zeadot among thoe realots ; his causo is UJ’ °"4

of God; ard the sword of ﬂxe Indcpendents ,¢H‘

sword of the Lord nnd of Gideon. He dm ﬂ g
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opponents, but curses enemies. Yet his rage, even when
most delirious, is always a Miltonic Tage; it is grand,

"gublime, terrible ! Mingled with the scurrilities of the’,
theological brawl are passages of the noblest English ever
written. Hartley Coleridge explaing the dulness of the:
wit-combats in Shakspeare and Jonson, on the ground
that repartee is the accomplishment of lighter thinkers -
and a less earnest age. So of Milton's pamphlets it must
be said that he was not foncing for pastime, but fighting
for all he held most worthy. He had to think only of
making his blows tell. 'When a battle is raging, and my
friends sre sorely pressed, am I not to help because good
manners forbid the shedding of blood ?

No good man can, with impunity, addict himself to
party. And the best men will suffer most, because their
vonviction of the goodness of their cause is deeper. But
when one with the sensibility of a poet throws. himself
into the excitements of a struggle, he is certain to lose
his balance. The endowment of fecling and imagination
which qualifies him to be the ideal interpreter of life,
unfits him for participation in that real life, through the
manceuvres and compromises of which reason is the only
guide, and where imagination is as much misplaced as it
would be in 2 game of chess, “ The ennobling differcnce
hetween one man and another is that one feels more than
another.” Milton’s capacity of emotion, when once he
became champion of a cause, could not be contained
within the bounds of ordinary speech. It breaks into
ferocious roprobation, into terrific blasts of vituperation,
beneath which the very language creaks, ag the timbers :
of a ship in s storm. Corruptio optimi pessima. The
archangel is recognisable by the emergy of his malice.‘i
Were all those accomplishments, those many studious’
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sgainst the party which shut up the theatres and desplaed.

profane learning. But we have seen that there wes

another side to Milton’s mind. This may be spoken of
as his other self, the Puritan self, and regarded as in
internal conflict with the poet’s self. His twenty years’ .
pamphlet warfare may be presented by his biographer as
the expression of the Puritanic Milton, who shall have’
been driven back upon his suppressed instinets as a post
by the ruin of his political hopes. This chart of Milton's:
life is at once simple and true. But like all physiological
diagrams it falls short of the subtlety and complexity of .
baman character. A study of the pamphlets will show that} -
the poet is all there, indeed only too openly for influence on” ‘
opinion, and that the blighted hope of the patriot lends a
secrat pathos to Paradise Lost and Samson Agonistes.

This other element in Milton is not accurately named
Puritanism.  Even the term republicanism is a coarse and
conventional description of that sentiment which domi- .
nated his whole being, and which is the inspiration at once
of his poetry and of his prose. To give a name to thie
sentiment, I must call it the love of liberty. It was an
espiration at once real and vague, after a mew order of
things, an order in which the old injustices and oppres-
sions should cease; after a new Jeruealem, a millennium,

a Utopia, an Oceana. Its aim was to realise in political
inatitutions that great instauration of which Bacon dreamed
in the world of intelligence. It was much more nogative
than affirmative, and knew better, as we all do, how good
waos hindered than how it should be promoted. « I did -
but prompt the age ta guit their clogs.”” Milton embodied,
more perfectly than any of his cotemporaries, this spirit
of the age. It is the avdent aspiration after the pure and
uoble lifo, the aspiration which stamps every lino ha
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of Demosthenes, is composed of parts so hinged; of clansez
5o subordinated to the main thought, that we foresse the
end from the beginning, and close the period with & gense
of perfect roundness and totality. Milton does not seem
to have any notion of what a period means. He beging
anywhere, and leaves off, not when the sense closes,
but when he is out of breath, We might have thought
this pell-mell huddle of his words was explained, if not
excused, by the exigencies of the party pamphlet, which
cannot wait. But tho same asyntactic disorder is equally
found in the History of Britain, which he had in hand
for forty years. Nor is it only the Miltonic senfence
which is incoherent ; the whole arrangement of his topics
is equally loose, disjointed, and desultory. His inspira:
tion comes from impulse. Had he stayed to chastise his
emotional writing by reason and the laws of logic, he would
bave doprived himself of the sources of his strength.

These serious faults are balanced by virtues of another
kind. Putting Bacon aside, the condensed force and
poignent brevity of whose aphoristic wisdom has mno
parallel in English, thore is no other prosaist who possesses
anything like Milton's command over the resources of our
language. Milton cannot match the musical harmony
and exactly balanced periods of his predecessor Hooker.
He is without the power of varied illustration, and sccu:
mulation of omamental circumstance, possessed by his
contemporary, Jeremy Taylor (1613—1667), But neithe;
of theso great writers impresses the reader with a sense o:
unlimited power such as wo feel to reside in Milton.
Vast a5 is the wealth of megnificent words which he
flings with both hands carelessly upon the page, wo foel
shint thero s still mueh moro in reserve,

The critics have obsorved (Collior's Poetisal Dacamemrz)
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doubtless be content with the bare indication of the sub-
jects on which he wrote. The whole numbor of Milton's
political pamphlets is twenty-five. Of these, hventypne
are written in English, and four in Latin, Of the Tracfate
of Education aund the four divorce pamphlets something
has been slready said. Of the remaining tweunly, nine,
or nearly half, relate to church government, or ccelesiastical
affairs ; eight treat of the various crises of the civil strife
and two are personal vindications of himself against one of
his antagonists. There remains one tract of which the
subject is of a more general and permanent nature, the
best known of all the series, Areopagitica: A Specch for
the” Liberty of unlicensed Printing, to the Parliament of
England, The whole series of twenty-five extends over
a period of somowhat less than twenty years; the earliest,
viz,, Of Reformation touching Church Discipline in Eng-
land, and the Causes that hitherto have hindered ¢, having
been published in 1641 ; the latest, entitled, 4 ready and
easy way to establish a free Commonwealth, coming out in
March, 1660, after the torrent of royalism had eet in
which was to sweep away the men and the cause to whick
Milton had devoted himself. Milton's pen thus accom-
panied the whole of the Puritan revolution from the
modest constitutional opposition in which it commenced,
through its unexpected triumph, to its crushing overthrow
by the royalist and clerical reaction,

The autumn of 1641 brought with it a sensible lull in
the storm of revolutionary passion, Indeed, thero begar
to appear all the pymploms of a renction, and of the
formation of n solid conservative party, likely to be strong
enough to check, or even to supprasg, the movement. The
Impulso recred to have spent itself, and o desiro for res!






76 SECOND PRRIOD. 16401650, femae,

mnst moderate men, who were satisfied with the amount
of reform already obtained, must have frembled ab its
insecurity, The Puritan leaders must have viewed with
dismay the tendency in the nation towards e reaction in
favour of things as they were. -

It was upon this condition of the public mind that.
Milton persistently poured pamphlet after pamphlet,
successive vials of apocalyptic wrath. He exhausts all -
the resources of rhetorie, and plays upon every note in the
gamut of public feeling, that he may rouse the apathetic,
confirm the wavering, dumbfound the malignant ; where
thete was zeal, to fan it into flame; where there was
opposition, to cow and browbeat it by indignant scorn and
terrific denunciation. The first of these manifestoes was
(1) Of Reformation touching Church Discipline, of which
I have already spoken. This was immediately followed
by (2) Of Prelaticall Episcopacy. This tract was a reply,
in form, to a publiestion of Archbishop Usher. It was -
about the end of May, 1641, that Usher had come
forward on the breach with his Judgment of Dr. Rainolds
touching the Original of Episcopacy. Rainolds, who had
been Prosident of Corpus (1598—1607), had belonged to
the Puritan parly in his day, had refused a hishopric, and
wag known, like Usher himself, to be little favourable to
the exclusive claims of the high prelatists. He was thus
an unexceptionable witness to adduce in favour of the
apostolic origin of the distinction between bishop and
presbyter,  Usher, in editing Rainolds’ opinions, hed
backed them up with all the additional citations which
his vast reading could supply.

Milton could not speak with the weight that attached
to Usher, the most learned Churchman of the age, who
hrd zpent cighteen years in going through a complets
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courea of fathers and eouncils,  Bat, in the first paragraph
of his answer, Milton adroitly puts the controversy upon
1 footing by which antiquarian research is put out of
courl. Episcopacyis either of human or divine origin.
If of humen origin, it may bo either retained or abolished,
83 may be found expedient,  If of divine appointment, it
must bo proved to bo Bo out of Seripture, If this cannot
bo proved ont of inspired Scripture, no accumnlation of
merely haman aesertion of the point can bo of the least
suthority, Having thus shut out sutiquity as evidence
in the caze, he procecds nevertheless to examing his oppo-
nent's authorities, and eets them aside by o style of argn-
ment which hsa more of banter than of eriticiem,

One incident of thia collision between Milton, young
and unknown, and the vencrble prelate, whom ho was
nssanliing with the mds wantonness of untempered yonth,
deserves to bo mentioned here.  Usher had incantionsly
inclnded the Ignatian epistles amonz his suthorities.
This laid the most learned man of the day at ths merey
of an sdversiry of less reading than himeolf. Milton,
who at least knew £0 much ruspicion of the genuinences
of thess remains a3 Carnebow’s Rrercitations on Barontus
ad Vedelin'a edition (Geneva, 1623) could suggest,
pounced npon this eritical flaw, 2ud delightedly denounced
in trenchant tones this “ Perkin Warbeel of Ignatiug,”
and the “supposititions offepring of zome dozen episties.”
This redo shock it was which et Usker upon a mors
careful examination of the Tgnatian question. The result
way bis well-known cdition of Ignnting, printed 1642,
though not published till 1644, in which he scknow-
Iedged the totsl spuriovsness of nine epistles, and the
partial interpolation of thoe other siz. I have not noticed
In Uehors Prolsgomens that he alludes to Milton's
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of his hops to write well hercafter in landsble things, aught
himself to be a true poem, that s a composition and pattern of
the best and honourablest things, not presuming to sing high
praises of heroic men or famous cities, unless he have in hun~
gelf the experience and the practice of all that which ie praise-
worthy. .

“ These reasonings together with a certain niceness of nature,
an honest haughtiness and self-esteem, either of what I was-or
what I might be, which let envy call pride, and lastly that
modesty, whereof, though not in the title-page, yet here, I may -
be excused to make some bheseeming profession, all these uniting
the supply of their natural aid together, kept me still above
those low descents of mind, beneath which he must deject and
plunge himself, that can agree to saleable and unlawful pros-
titutions.

* Next, for hear me out now, readers, that I may tell yo
whither my younger feet wandered, I betook me among those
lofty fables and romances which recount in solemn cantos the
deeds of knighthood founded by our victorious kings, and from
henee had in renown over all Christendom. There T read it in
the oath of every knight, that he should defend to the expence’
of his best bleod, or of his life if it so befel him, the honour and
chastity of virgin or matron. From whence even then I learnt
what o noble virtue chastily ever must be, to the defence of
*which so0 many worthies by such a dear udventure of themseives

* had sworn. And if I found in the story afterwards any of them- -
by word or deed breaking that oath, T judged it the same fanlt
of the poet as that which is attributed to Homer to have writfen
undecent things of the gods. Ouly this my mind gave me, that
every free and gentle spivit without that oath ought to be
borne a koight, nor needed to expect the gilt spur, or the laying
of o sword upon his shoulder, to stir him up both by his counsel
and his arm to serve snd protect the weakness of any attempted
chastity. So that even those books which to many others have
been the fuel of wantonness and loose lvinug, I cannot think how

anless by divina indulgence, proved to me 5o wany incitements
to the love and steadfist observation of viriue,” '

Thin is one of the autobiographical cases in these pam-
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phlets, whick are otherwiso arid deserta of sand, ecorched
by the fire of extinct passion, It may bo asked why it in
that a fow men, Gibbon or Milton, are indulged withont
challenge in talk sbout themselves, which would bs
childish vanity or olious egotism in others. When a
Frenchuman writes, * Nous avons tous, nons autres Fran-
quis, des efduisantes qualités ” (Gaffarel), he ia vidiculons
The difference is not merely that we tolerata in o man of
canfessed superiority what would be intolerablo in an
squal,  This is tme ; but there is a further distinction of
moral quality in men's confessions. In Milton, ayin
Gibbou, the gmtification of self-love, which attends all
antobiography, is felt to be subordinated to a nobler
intention. The lofty conception which Milton formed
of his vocation as a poet, expands bis soul and absorbs his
personality, It is his office, and not himself, which be
magnifies. The details of his life and nasture are im-
portant, nat hocause they belong to him, but hecaunse he
belangs, by dedication, to a high and sacred ealling, He
ia extremely jealous, not of his own reputation, but of the
eredit which is due to lofty endeavour. We have only to
paro Milton's i assumption of the fimst |

placo with the paltry conceit with which, in the following
ago of Diyden and Pope, men spoke of themselvea s
anthors, to seo the wide difference belween the profes-
ional vanity of successful suthorship eud the proud con.
tcionanesa of a prophetic mission. Milton leads a
dedicated life, and has laid down for himself tho law
that **he who would not be frustrate of his hope to write
well hereafter in landable things, ought himself to ben
true posm.”

If Milton had not been the author of Lyeidas and
Paradive Lost, Yis political pamphles vrould have bees

L.
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s forgotten as are the thousand civil war tracts preserved.
in the Thomason collection in the Museum, or bave
served, at most, as philological landmarks. One, how-"
over, of his prose tracts has continued to enjoy some
degree of credit down to the present time, for its matier
as well as for its words, Areepagitica. 'This tract belongs-
to the year 1644, the most fertile year in Milton’s life, as

in it he brought out two of his divorce tracts, the
Tractate of Education, and the Areopagitica. As Milton’s

moving principle was not any preconceived system of

doctrine but the passion for liberty in general, it was .
natural that he should plead, when occasion called, for.
liberty of the press, among others. The occasion was one

personal to himself,

It is well known that, early in the history of printing,
governments became jealous of this new instrument for
influencing opinion. In England, in 1556, under Mary,
the Stationers’ Company was invested with legal privileges,
having the twofold object of protecting the book trade and
controlling writers. All publications were reguired fo
be registered in the register of the company. No per-
sons could set up a press without a licence, or print
auything which had not been previously approved by
some official censor, The court, which had come to be
known as the court of Star-chamber, exercised criminal -
jurisdietion over offenders, snd even issued its own
decrees for the regulation of printing. The arbitrary
action of this court had no small share in bringing about
the resislance to Charles I. But the fall of the royal
authority did not mean the emancipation of the press.
The Parliament had no intention of letting go the control
which the monarchy had excrcised ; the incidence of the -
coorcion was o o shifted from thomselves upon theis
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ppouents. The Blarchamber was abolished, but it
pawers of search and scizure wére transferred to the Com-
pany of Stationers. Liconsing was to go on as before, but
to be ised by spesial issi instead of by the
Archbishop and the Bishop of London. Oaly whereas,
before, contraband had consisted of Presbyterisn books,
henceforwerd it was Catholic and Anglican books which
would be suppressed.

Such was not Milton's idea of the liberty of thought
and speech in o free commonwealth. Ho had himself
written for the Presbyterians four unlicensed pamphlets,
1t was now open to him to write any number, and to get
them liconsed, provided they were written on the same
side. This was not liberty, as he had learned it in his
classies, “ubi sentire qua velis, et qum =entiss dicere
licet.” Over and above this encroachment on the liberty
of the free citizen, it so happened that at this moment
Milton himself was conterned to ventilate an opinion
which was not Presbyterian, and had no chance of passing
a Presbyterian licenser. His Doctrine and Discipline of
Divorce was just ready for preas when the ondinance of
1643 came into operation, e published it without
licence and without printer’s name, in defiance of the law,
and awaited the consequences. There were po conse
quencea, le repeated the offence in & second edition in
February, 1644, putting Lis name now (the first edition
had been anonymous), and dedicating it to the very Par-
liament whoso ordinance he was ectting at nought. This
time the Commons, stirred up by 2 petition from the
Company of Stationers, referred the matter to the com-
mittee of printing. It went no further. Either it was
deemed inexpedient to molest g0 sound n Parlismentarian
28 Miltan, or Crorawell's “ accommodation resolution” of

L3
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as forpotien as are the thousand civil war tracts preserved
in the Thomason collection in the Museum, or - have
served, at most, as philological landmarks. One,. how—
ever, of his prose tracts has continued to enjoy some
degree of credit down to the present time, for its matter
as well as for its words, Areopagitica. This tract balonrrs
to the year 1644, the most fertile yoor in Milton’s life,-as
in it he brought out two of his diverce tracts, the
Tractale of Education, and the Areopagitica. As Milton’s
moving principle was not any preconceived system of
doctrine but the passion for liberty in general, it was
natural that he should plead, when occasion called, -for
liberty of the press, among others. The occasion was one
personal to himself.

It is well known that, early in the history of prmtmg,
governments became jealous of this new instrument for
influencing opinion. In England, in 1556, under Mary,
the Stationers' Company was invested with legal privileges,
having the twofold object of protecting the book trade and
controlling writers. All publications were required to
be registored in the register of the company, No per-
sons could set up a press without a licénce, or print
anything which had not been proviously approved by
some official censor. The court, which had come to be
known as the court of Star-chamber, exercised criminal
Jjuriadiction over offenders, and aven issued its own
decrees for the regulation of printing. The arbitrary
action of this court had no small share in bringing aboud
the resistance to Charles I But the fall of the royal
authority did not mean the emancipation of the . press,
The Parliament had no intention of lstting go the control
which tho monarcliy had exercized ; the incidence of the
coorcion was to be shifted from themxselvea upon thei
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spponents, The Stancbumter was sholshol, bt s
powers of search und ecizare wirs transferred to l:a b:-
pany of Stationers, Yicensing wasto go 03 a4 belytn bt
to bo ised by epecial st jestesd of by the
Archbishop aznd the Blshop of London. Onl! wherssy,
bofore, contraband hsd consisted of Presbyterian bx,jxa,
henceforwand 3t wras Catbolic and Angliesn bocks which
would be suppressel.

Such was not Milton's Hea of thé Liberty of thonght
and speech in 3 fres commonwesith. e bad Lismeelf
written for the Presbyterians four nnlicensed pazmphlets.
1t was now open to him {0 write any number, anl o o3
them licensed, provided ihey were written cu the sarse
gide, This was not liberty, ns ho had learnsd it in bis
classics, “ubi sentire qu velly, o) qua sestis dicers
licet” Over end abovoe this encroschment on {he liberty
of the fres tilizen, it 20 happened that st this morosst
Milton himself was concernad lo venlilsta an opizim
which was not Presbyterian, and kad oo chanes of passizg
o Presbylerian Veenser. His Dortrine and Dieiplior of
Divorcs was just yeady for press when tha ordinazes of
1643 camo into operation. e published §4 without
licance and without printer’s pams, in defiancs of the daw,
aud awsited the conwvquences. Thare wers vo eonse
quences, Mo repeated the offenca in a sseozd edition
February, 1641, pottiog bis name pow (the frt rditien
l{ad been anonymous), and dedieating it 1o tha very Fas-
h.ament whoee ordinance he was eetting at nought. Thia
time the Commo?s;stimd Tp by a pelition from the
C?mrany of Stationers, referrod the matter 1 the eom-
l;mttee of pﬁnﬁf\g. I went no further. Fitker 2 "‘,
i e ety

sceommodation reaotutisg M
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Soptember 13, 1644, opened the eyes of tha Presbytermn
gealats to the existence in the kingdom of ‘3 newj and;
much wider, phase of opinion, which ominously threat-'
ened tho compact Little edifice of Presbyterian truth tha’s
they had been erecting with a profound conviction of. 1t31
exclusive orthodoxy. )
The occurrence had been sufficient o give a new direc-
tion to Milton's thoughts Regardless of the fact that his
plea for liberty in marriage bad fallen npon deaf ears, he
would plead for liberty of speech. The dregpagitica, for
the Liberty of unlicensed Printing, came out in November;
1644, an unlicensed, unregistered publication, without
printer’s or bookseller’s name. It was cast in the form of
a speech addressed to the Parliament. The motto was
taken from Euripides, and printed in the original Greek,
which was not, when addressed to the Parliament of
1644, the absurdity which it would be now. The title is
less appropriate, being borrowed from the Areopagitic
Discourss of Isocrates, between which and Milton’s
Speech there is no resemblance either in subject or style.
All that the two productions have in common is their form.
They are both unspoken orations, written to the address
of & representative assembly—the one to the Boulé or
Senate of Athens, the other to the Parliament of England
Milton's Speech is in his own best style; a copious
flood of majestic eloquence, the outpouring of a noble
goul with a divine scorn of narrow dogma and paliry
oims. But it is a mere pamphlet, extemporised in, at
most, & month or two, without research or special know-
ledge, with no attempt to ascertain general principles, and
more than Milton's usual disregard of method. A jurist’s

»- question is here handled by a rhetorician. “Ho has

preached 8 noble and heart-stirring “sermon on his texf,
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ut the problem for the leglslator remndns whers {& was,
The vsgueness and confusion of the thoughla finds a
vehicle in language which {a foo often overcrowded and
obseure, I think the Areopagitica has fow or no
offences sgainst taste; on tho other hand, it has fow or
none of thoss grand passages which redeom the ecurrility
of Lis political pamphlets. Tho passago in which Milton’s
visit to Galileo “ grown olid, a prisoner to the Inguisition,”
is mentioned, is often quoted for its biographical intercst;
and the terse dictum, “as good almost kil a man es killa
good book,” has passed into neurrent axiom, A paragraph
at the close, whare he hints thnt the time may be come
to mappress the timates, but eo ob ly
a3 to bo likely to mnpu notice, that Milton had nlxe:u.ly
made up his mind that & struggle with the Presbyterian
party wus fo be the ssquel of the overthrow of the
Royslists, o has not yet amived at the point ho will
hereafter reach, of rejecting tho very ides of & minlster
of religlon, but ho is already sggrieved by the implicit
faith which the Puritan laity, who had cast out bishops,
wero beginning fo bestow upon their pastor; “ & factor ta
whose care and credit he may commit the whole managing
of hiz religious affaira™ Finally, it must be noted, thay
Milton, though he hiad como to 266 round Presbyterianisen,
hed not, in 1644, ehaken off sll dogmatic profeszion, His
toleration of opinion was far from complele. Tle wonld
eal] in the intorvention of the excentioner in the eass of
*migchlevaus snd libellous books,” and could not Bring
hiroself {a contemplats the toloration of Popery and open
superstition, “ which as it extirpates all roligious and elvi)
supremacles, oo {aclf should be extirpato ; provided firsy
that all charitable and compassionate means be used o
win and gain the weak snd misled.”
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The 4reopagitica, as might be expected, produced-
effect upon the legislation of the Long Parliament,. of whot
(says Hallam) “very few acts of political wisdom;
courege are recorded.” Individual licensers became mof
lax in the performance of the duty, but this is reasonabl
to be ascribed to the growing spirit of independency-%i
#pirit which was incompatible with any,embargo on the'
utterance of private opinion. A curious epilogue to the-
history of this publication is the fact, first brought to light
by Mr. Masson, that the author of the Areopagitica, st a-
later time, acted himself in the capacity of licemser. It
was in 1651, under the Commonwealth, Marchmont
Needhem being editor of the weekly paper called Mer- .
curius Politicus, that Milton was essociated with him as his
censor or supervising editor. Mr. Masson conjectures,
with some probability, that the leading articles of tlia.
Mercurius, during part of the year 1651, received touches
from Milton's hand. But this was, after all, rather in
the character of editor, whose business it is to see that:
nothing improper goes into the paper, than in that of
press licenser in the sense in which the dreopagitica had
denounced {t,
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Mr. Powell's will with the composition records, 'both'
which are extant. As a compounding delmquent his fine
assessed at the customary sate of wo years' mcome, v??.
fixed by the commissioners at 180! The commmsxonera
must have, therefore, been satisfied that his income did”
not oxceed 90L a year. Yat by his will of date Decembe
30, 1646, he leaves his estate of Forest Hill, the annual:
value of which alone far exceeded 907, to his eldest zon.’
This property is not mentioned in the inventory of his’

estato, real and personal, laid before the commmsioners,

gworn to by the delinquent, and by them accepted. The

possible explanation is that the Forest Hill property had.
really passed into the possession, by foreclosure, of the
mortgages, Sir Robert Pye, who sate for Woodstock in’
the Long Parliament, but that Mr. Powell, making his

will on his deathbed, pleased himself with the fancy of

leaving his son and heir an estate which was no longer

his to dispose of. Putting Forest Hill out of the account,

it would appear that the sequestrators had dealt somewhat

harshly with Mr, Powell ; for they had included in their

estimate one doubtful asset of §00.., and one non-existent

of 400/, This last item was a stock of timber stated to

be at Forest Hill, but which had roally been appropriated

without payment by the Parliamentarians, and part of

it voted by Parliament itself towards repair of the church

in the staunch Puritan town of Banbury,

The upshot of the whole transaction is that, in satisfac-
tion of his claim of 1500/ (1000Z his wife’s dower, 500
an old loan of 1627), Milton came into possession of some
property at Wheatley, This property, consisting of the
tithes of Wheatlay, certain cottages, and three and o half
yord lands, had in the ¢ime of the disturbances pro-
duced only 40% a yoar, Bub a3 the value of all property
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jmproved when the ¢ivil war cams to an end, Milton
found the whole conld now be let for 80L  Dut then ot
of this ho had to pay Mr. Powell's composition, reduced
$0 1301, on Milton's patition, and the widow's jointare,
compufed ot 267 132 4d, per annum,  What of incoms
romained after theso dishurzemonts he might apply
towands repaying himself the old loan of 1637, This was
all Milton ever zaw of the 10001 which Mr. Powell, with
the high-fiying magnificencs of a cavalier wha kuew he
was ruined, had promised as his daughter's partion,
Mr, Powell's death was folloned 1n leas than three
tmonthe by that of John Milton, senior. 1o died in the
house in Tarbican, and tho entry, “Juhn Milton, geutls
maz, 15 {Mareh),” amony the buruls in 1646,1s stil to be
ween in the register of the parish of &t Gilea's, Cripplegate.
A host of eminent men bave traced the first tmpulse of
their genius to their mother.  Milton always acknowledged
with just gratitude that it was to bis {ather's discerping taste
and fostering cate, that ho owed the encouragrment of his
stadies, and tho Jeisure which rendered them possible.
Tle Las registercd this gratitudo in both prose and vere,
The Latin bexameters, 4 Ad patrem,” witten ot Horlon,
3 inspited by & feeling far beyond commonplace Alitl
piety, and a warmth which is rare indeed in neo-Latin
vorification.  And when, in his proe pamphlets, he bas
oeearion toapesk of himeell, Lo doca not omit the acknow-
" lelgment of * the cesseleas diligance and ewro of mF fther,
whora God reemmpense”  (Reason of Church Gorernnent)
Afeer tho deaths of his father, beiog mow mord ¢t :;’
In s circumstances, ho gave ap taking PO ;f' High
+ et ths larg housn in Barbican for s malie B 0
Helbors, opening backwards ity Linedlt™
This removal was about Michaelmas, §



88 SECOND PERIOD. 1640--1680, "

During this poriod, 1639 —1649, while his inberests ot
engaged by the all-absorbing events of the civil strife, he:'
wrote no poctry, or none deserving the name. Al urtwts’:
have intorvals of non-productiveness, usually caused by
exhaustion. This was mnot Milton’s case.- His genius
was not his master, nor could it pass, like that of
Leonardo da Vinci, unmoved through the most tragxc/"
scenes. Eie deliberately suspended it a$ the call of whathe
believed to be duty to his country. His unrivalled power -
of expression was placed at the service of & passionate
political conviction. This prostitution of faculty avenged
itself; for when he did turn to poetry, his strength was
gone from him, The period is chiefly marked by sonnets,
not many, one in & year, or thereabouts. That On the
religious memory of Mrs. Quthering Thomson, in 1646, is
the lowest point touched by Milton in poetry, for his
metrical psalms do not deserve the name.

The sonnet, or Elegy on Mis, Catherine Thomson in
the form of a sonnet, though in poetical merit not distin-
guishable from the sverage religious verse of the Caroline
age, has an interest for the biographer. It breathes
@ holy calm that is in sharp contrast with the angry
virulence of the pamphlets, which were being written at
this very time by the same pen. Amid his intemperate
denunciations of his political and ecclesiastical foes, it
seems that Milton did not inwardly forfeit the peace which
passeth all understanding. He had formerly said himself |
(Ductrine and Dise.), * nothing mnore than disturbancs of
wind suspends us from approaching to God.” Now, out
of all the clamour and the bitterness of the battle of
the sccts, he can retire and be alone with his heavenly
aspirations, which have lost none of their ardour by
having laid aside all their sectarianfom. His genius has
forszken him, but hiz soul still glows with the fervour of
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devotion. And even of this eonnet wo may ssy what
Ellis eays of Catullas, that Milton nover ceasea 4o bo a
paet, even srhon his words are most prosaie,

The eonnet (xv.) On the Lord-General Fuirfuaz, al the
#irgr of Colchesler, written in 1648, is again 8 manifests
of the writer's political fuelings, nobly uttered, and invest-
ing party with a patriotic dignity not nnworlhy of the
man, Milton It is a hortatory lyric, a trumpet-eall to his
party in the moment of victory to remember the duties
which that vietory imposed upon them. It is not with-
out the splendid rezonsnce of the Italian canzome, But
it can ecarcely be called poetry, expressing, as {4 does,
facts direetly, nd not indirectly through their imaginative
equivalents. Fairfax was, doubtless, well worthy that
Milton should have commemaorated him in a higher strain.
Of Fairfax's eminent qualitios the sonnet only dwells on
two, his personal valour, which had been tried in many
fights—he had been three times dangerousty wounded in
the Yorkshiro campaign—and his euperiority to sordid
Interests. Of his generalship, in which he was second to
Cromwell orly, and of his love of arts and learning,
nothing is snid, thongh the last was the passion of hie
life, for which at forty he renounced ambition. Perhaps
{n 1648 Milton, who lived a very retired life, did mot
know of thess tastes, and had not heard that it was by
Fairfax's care that the Bodleian library was eaved from
wreck on the surrcader of Oxford in 1646, And it was
not till later, years after the sonnet waa written, that the
same Fairfax, “whose mame in arms through Europe
rings,” became & competitor of Milton in the attempt to
paraphrase the Pealms in metre.

Milton’s paraphrase of the Psalms belongs to history,
but to the history of pealmody, not that of poetry. At 8t
Paal's School, at fiftasn, the boy had turned two



20 SECOND PERIOD. 1640-10680.

the 114th and the 136th, by way of exercise. That in
his day of plenary inspiration, Milton, who disdained
Dryden as “a rhymist but no poet,” and has recorded his -
own impatienco with the ¢drawling versifiers,” should .
havo undertaken to grind down the moblo antistrophie
Iyrics of the Hebrew bard into ballad rhymes for the use =
of Puritan worship, would have been impossible. But the
idea of being useful to his country had acquired exclusive
possession of his mind. Even his faculty of verse should
be employed in the good cause, If Parliament had set him
the task, doubtless he would have willingly undertaken it,
as Corneille, in the blindness of Catholic obedience, versified
the Imitatio Christi at the command of the Jesuits.
Milton was not officially employed, but voluntarily took
up the work. The Puritans were bont upon substituting
a new version of the Davidic Psalms for that of Sternhold
and Hopkins, for no other reason than that the latter
formed part of the hated Book of Common Prayer. The
Commons had pronounced in favour of a version by ons of
their own members, the staunch Puritan M.P. for Truro,
Francis Rouse, The Lords favoured a rival book, and
numerous other claimants were before the public. Dis-
satisfied with any of these attempts, Milton would essay
himself. In 1648 heturned nine psalms, and recurring to
the task in 1653, ““did into verse ” eight more. Ho thought -
theso specimens worth preserving, and annexing to the
volume of his poems which he published himself in 1673,
As this doggercl continues to encumber each succeeding
edition of the Poctical Works, it is as well that Milton did
not persevere with his experiment and produce a complete
Psalter.  He prudently abandoned a task in which success
is impossible, A motrical psalm, boing a compromiss
betweon the psalm and tho hymm, like other compro-
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mises, wieses, ralher than combines, the distinctive ox-
cellences of the things united. That Milton should ever
have attempted what poetry forbids, is anly another proof
how entirely at this period more absorbing motives had
posseasion of his mind, and overbors his poetical judgment.
Ti 1s & coineid warth hering that Wilton's con.
temnpotary, Lord Clarenidon, sas at this very time solscing
bis exile a1 Madrid by cumposing, not & version but agom-
mentary upon the Paalms, #applying those devotions to
the troubles of this time,”

Yet all the while that he was thus unfaithfol in prac-
tice to his axt, it was poetry that posscesed his real affec-
tions, and the teputation of 2 poet which formed his
ambition. It was 3 temporary eepamhon, and not s
divorce, which ho designed, In each 0 P
he reiterates his undertaking to redeem his pledge of s
grest work, ae soon ay libosty shall bo consolidsted in the
realm.  Meanwhile, a3 an earnest of what shiould be here-
after, hie permitted the publication of a collection of his
eatly poema,

This little volume of some 200 pages, rude in execution
83 it i3, ranks among the highest prizes of the book col.
Tector, very few copies being extant, and those mostly in
public litraries, It appesred in 1045, and owed its
sppesrance, not to the vanity of the author, tut to the
zeal of o publisher. Humphrey Moseley, at the sign of
the Prince’s Arms, in St. Pauls Churchyard, suggested
the collection to Milion, and undertook the risk of it,
thongh knowing, as o xaye in the profized address of
The Stationer to tha Render, that “the elightest pam.
phlet is nowadaya wore vendible than the works of
learnedest men” It may creats some surpriee that, in
16486, thero shiould have been any public in Englsnd




82 BECOND PERIOD. 16401660, . ° [om. vms

t volume of verse. Nassby had been fought in June,
Philiphaugh in September, Fairfax and Cromwell wera
continuing their victorious career in the west, Chester,
Worcester, and the stronghold of Oxford, alone holding
ount for the King, It was clear that the conilict was.
decided in favour of the Parliament, but men’s minds
must have been strung to a pitch of intense expectation
as to what kind of settlement was to come, -Yet, at the
very crisis of the civil strife, we find & London publisher
able to bring out the Poems of Waller (1644), and suffi-
ciontly encouraged by their reception fo follow them up,
in the next year, with the Poems of Mr. John Milton.
Are we warranted in inferring that a finer public was
beginning to loathe the dreary theological polemic of
which it had had a surfeit, and turned to a hook of poetry
a3 that which was most unlike the daily garbage, just as
a later public absorbed five thousand copies of Scolt’s
. Lay of the Last BMinstrel in the year of Austerlitz? One
© would like to kmow who were the purchasers of Milton
and Waller, when the cavalier families were being ruined
by confiscations and compositions, and Puritan families
would fturn with pious horror from the very name of a
Mask.

Milton was himself editor of his own volume, and pro-
fixed to it, again out of Virgil's Eclogues, the charac-
teristic motto, ¢ Baccare frontem Cingito, ne vati noceat
mala lingua futuro,” indicating that his poetry was all to
tome,
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its members, and the disaffection of varlous interests and
partiecs. The Council of State contained most of the
notable statesmen of the Parliamentary party, and had
before it & vast task in reorganizing the administration of
England, in tho conduct of an actual war in Ireland, a pos-
gible war in Scotland, and in the maintenance of the honour
of the republic in its relations with foreign princes. ,

The Conncil of State prepared the business for its con-
sideration through special committees for special depart-
monts of the public service. The Committee for Foreign
Affairs consisted of Whitelocke, Vane, Lord Lisle, Lord
Denbigh, Mr. Marten, Mr. Lisle. A secretary was re-
quired to translate despatches, both those which wero
sent out, and those which were received. Nothing secms
more natural than that the author of the Zenure of Kings
and Magistrates, who was abt once a staunch Parliamen-
tarian, an accomplished Latin scholar, and conversani
with mors than ono of the spoken languages of the Con-
tinent, should be thought of for the office. Vet go little
was Milton personally known, living as he did the life of
a retired student, that it was the accident of his having
the acquaintance of one of the new Council to which he
owed the appointment.

The post was offered him, but would he accept it? Ho
had never ceased to revolve in his mind subjects capable
of postical treatment, and to choerish his own vocation as
the classical poet of the English language. Peace had
come, and leisure was within his reach. He was poor,
but his wants were simple, and he had enough wherewith
to meet them. Already, in 1649, unmistekeble symp-
toms threatened his sight, and warned him of the necessity
of tho most rigid economy in the use of the eyes. The
dutios that he wes now asked to undertake were in.
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definite already in amount, and would doubtiess extend
themselves i realovaly diacharged.

But thoe temptation was strong, and he did not resist it,
The increate of income was, doubtless, to Milion the
smallest among the inducements now offersd him, Ila
tad thought it o sufficient and an b blo emp}
to serve biz country with his pen as nvolunteex. Hm
was an offer 1o become her officia), anthorised servant,
and to bear o pat, though o humble part, in the great
work of reorganisation which was now to be attempted.
Above sll other allurements to & retired student, unversed
in men, and rendy to jdealiso dmmcter wos the oppor-
tunity of t g &t ones p quainted with all
{he great men ef the patm\he party, whom his ardent
imagination had invested with heroic qualities. The very
names of Fairfax, Vane, and Cromwell, called up in him
emotions for which prose wea an inadequate vehicle, Nor
was it only that in the Council itself he would be in daily
inferconrse with snch men as Henry Marten, Hutchinson,
Whitelocka, Hawingtan, 6t John, Ludlow, but bis posi-
tion would introduce him at once to all the members of
tha House who were worth knowing. It was not merely
a new wotld ; it was fhe world which was kere opaned
for the first time to Milton. And we must rememberthat,
a1l scholar as hie was, Milton was well convinced of the
truth that there are other tources of knowladge besides
books, Hehad himself spent * many studious and contem-
plativo years in tho sesreh of religious and civilknowledge,”
yet ho knew that, for 2 mind large enough to “taksins
genetalsurveyof humone things,”itwas necessary to know—

The world, « , o her glory,
Empires nod monarchs,
Best school of Leet sxpﬂncm ¢
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Heo had repeatedly, as if excusing his political interludes,
ronewed his pledge to devote all his powers to poetry s *
soon as they should be fully ripe. To complete his edu- -
cation a8 & poet, he wanted initiation into affairs. Here -
was an opening far beyond any he had ever dreamed of.
The sacrifice of time and precious eyesight which he was .
to make was costly, but it was not pure waste; it would -
be partly returned to him in & ripened experience in
this

Insight
In all things that to greatest aotions lead.

He accopted the post at once without hesitation. On
March 13, 1649, the Committee for Foreign Affairs was
directed to make the offer to him; on March 15, he .
attended at Whitehdll to be admitted to office. Well -
would it have been both for his genius and his fame if
he had declined it. His genius might have reverted to
its proper course, while he was in the flower of age, with
eyesight still available, and 2 spirit exalted by the triumph
of the good cause, His fame would have been saved
from the degrading incidents of the contention with Sal-
masins and Morus, and from being tarnished by the
obloquy of the faction which he fought, and which
conquered him. No man can with impunity insult and
{rample upon his fellow-man, even in the bost of causes;
Especially if he be an artist, he makes it impossible to
obtain equitable apprecistion of his work.

So far as Milton reckoned upon a gain in experionce
from his secretaryship, he doubtless resped it. Such a
probation could not be passed withont solidifying the
judgmeont, and correeting its tendency to error. And this |
tehool of affnirs, which is indispensable for tho bistorics, -
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may tlso be available for the posk, et it would be
diflicult to point in Milon's subsequent poetry to any
element which the poet can bo thought to have imbibed
from the foreign secretary. Where, as in DMilton's two
cpics and Samson Agonistes, the pereonages svo il
supernatural or heroic, thers is no room for the employ-
meat of knowledge of ihe world. Iad Milton written
comedy, like Molibre, ho might have eaid with Molidse
sfter ho had been introduced ot court, “Je v'ai plus
quo faire d'étudier Plaute et Terence; jo wai qu's
étudier le monde.”

The office into which Milton was now indumcted is
called in the Council books that of *' Secretary for foreign
tongues.” Its duties wero chiefly the translation of
despatches from, and to, foreign governments. The
degres of estimation in which the Lalin secretary was
held, may be measared by the amonnt of salary assigned
him.  For while the English chief Sectetary bad a salary
of 730L (= 22002, of onr day), the Latin Secretary was
paid oply 2881 13s. 6d. (== 900L). For this, mot very
Iiheral pay, he was told that all his time was to be st the
disposal of the government. Lincoln's Inn Fields was
too far off for » eervant of the Council who might havs
to attend meetings et seven 1n the morning. He accord-
ingly wigrated to Charing Cross, now become again
Charing without the cross, this work of art having been
an early (1647) victim of roligious barbarism, In Neo.
vember he was accommodated with chambers in White.
hall. But from these lio was soon ousted by claimants
1nore iderable or more imp and in 1661 he
romoved to “s protty garden-house” in Petty France,
in ‘Westminster, next door 1o the Lord Scndamore's, and
opening into Bt Jame's Park. The houss was extant

R




£8 SECOND PERIOD. 1640—1630.- [euag,

till 1877, when it disappeared, the last of Milton’s meny
London residences. It had long ceased to lock. into St.
James's Park, more than one row of houses, encroach-
ments upon the public park, having grown up between.
The garden-house had hecomo a mers ordinary atreeb
house in York-street, only distinguished from "the
squalid houses on either side of \it by a tablet affixed by
Bentham, inscribed “ sacred to Bfilton, prince of poots,”
Petty France lost its designation in the Fremch Revo-
lution, in obedicnee to the childish petulance which
obliterates the name of any one who may displease you
at the moment, and became one of the seventeen York-
streets of the metropolis. Soon after the re-baptism of
the street, Milton's house was occupied by William.
Hazlitt, who renfed it of Bentham, Milton had lived in
it for nine years, from 1651 till a few weeks beforo the
Restoration. Its nearness to Whitehall where the Council
set, was less a convenienco than a necessity.

For Milton's life now became one of close attention,
and busy service, As Latin secretary, and Weckherlin's
successor, indeed, his proper duties were only those of o
clerk or translator. But his aptitude for businesy of &
literary kind soon drew on him a great variety of employ-
meont. The demand for a Latin translation of a despateh
wns not obe of frequent occurrence. The Leifers of
the Parliament, and of Oliver and Richerd, Protectors,
which are, intrusively, printed among Milton’s works, are
but one hundred and thirty-sevon in all. 'This number ig
spread over ten years, being ab the rate of about fourteen
per year; most of them arevery short.  For the purposes
of & biography of Milton, it is sufficient 1o ohserve, that
the dignified attitude which the Commonwealth taok up
towards foreign powers lost none of its elevation in being
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conveyed In Miltonic Latin, Whether satisfaction for
tho murder of an envoy i3 to be extorted from the arro-
gant court of Madrid, or an spology is to ba offered to a
humble connt of Oldenburg for delay in issuing s salva.
guardia which had been promised, the same equable
dignity of expression is maintained, equally remote from
crouching before the strong, and hectoring the weak.

His tranalations were not all the duties of the new
eecretary, He must often serve as interpreter at aundi-
ences of foreign envoys, He must superintend the semi-
official organ, the Mercurius Politicus, He must answer
the manifesto of tho Presbylerians of Ireland. The Ob-
servations on the peacs of Kilkenny are Milton's com-
position, but from instructions. By the peace the Irish
had obtained home rule in its widest extont, zelease from
the cath of supremacy, and the right to tis their plonghs
to the tail of the horse, Tho same peacs nlso conceded
to them the militia, a trust which Charles I. had said he
would not devolve on the Parliament of England, “not
foran hour!” Milton is indignant that these indulg:
which bad been refused to their obedience, shonld have
been extorted by their rebellion, and the maseacrs of
©900,000 Protestants.” This i3 an exaggeration of 2
butchery sufficiently trogie in ita real proportions, nod in
a later tract (Eikonoklastes) he reduces it to 154,000,
Though the savage Irish are batharians, ancivilised and
uncivilisable, the Obsereations distinetly affrm the now
pnnc:pla of tolemhon. 'J.'huugh popcry bo a supenm

that {he one excoption to ‘this tolexation is atheism, Milton
is careful fo state thia limitation aa being the folers-
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tion professed by Parliament, and not as his private
opinion. ” ,

So well satisfied were the Council with their secretary's
Observations on the peace of Kilkenny, that they next
{mposed upon him a far more important labour, a reply to
the Eikon Basililé, The exccution of Charles 1. was not
an act of vengeance, but a measure of public safety. If, as
Hallam affirms, there mingled inthe motives of the managers
any strain of personal ill-will, this was merged in the
necessity of sccuring, themselves from the vengeance of
the King, and what they had gained from being taken
back. They were alarmed by the reaction which had set
in, and had no choice but to strengthen themselves by e
daring policy. But the first effect of the removal of the
King by violence was to give a poweriul stimulus to the
reaction already in progress. The groan which burst from
the spectators before Whitehall on January 30, .1649,
was only representative of the thrill of horror which ran
through England and Scotland in the next ten days.
This feeling found expression in a book entitled * Eikon
Basililié, the portraiture of his eacred majesty in his
golitude and sufferings.” The book was, it should seem,
composed by Dr. Gauden, but professed to be an authen.
tic copy of papers written by the King, It is possible
that Gauden may have had in his hands some written
ecraps of the King's meditations. If he had such, he
only uged them as hints to work upon. Gauden was a
churchman whom his friends might call liberal, and
his enemics timoserving. He was a churchman of the
stamp of Archbishop Willinms, and preferred bishops and
the Common-prayer to presbyters and extempore EETmons,
but did pot thiuk the difference betweon the two of the:
aosenee of religion.  In better times Gauden would have
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passed for broad, though his Iatitudineranism was mors
the result of love of easo than of philosophy. Though a
royalist he sat in the Westminster Assembly, and took
the coy t, for which ipli ho ncarly lost the
reward which, after tho Restorstion, became his due.
Like the university-bred men of his day, Geauden was
00t & man of idess, but of style. In the present instance
the idea was supplied by events. The saint and martyr,
the man of sorrows, praying for his murderers, the King,
who renounced an carthly kingdom to gain a beavenly,
and who in return for his benefits received from nn un-
thankfol people a crown of thorns—this was the thems
supplied to the royalist advocate. Poet's imagination
had never invented one more caleulated to touch the
popular heart. This imitatio Christi to which every
private Christian theoretically aspires, had been realised by
a irue prince upon an actoal seaffold with s graceful
dignity of demeanour, of which it may be said, that
nothing in life became him like the leaving it.

This moving situation Gauden, no mean stylist, set out
in the boest academical language of the period. Frigid
and artificial it may read now, but the passion and pity,
which is not in the book, was supplied by the readers of
the time. And men arc not dainty es to phraso when
they meet with an expression of their own sentimenta.
The readers of Eikon Basilike—and forty-seven editions
were necessary to supply the demand of s population of
eight millions—attributed to the pages of the book emo-
tions raised in themselves by the tragic catastrophe.
They never doubted that the meditations were thosa of
the Toyal martyr, and held the book, in the words of
Sir Edward Nicholas, for  the most exquisite, plous, and
princely pioce ever wntten® The Parlisment thooght
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themselves called upon to put forth a reply. If one'book -
gould cause such n commotion of spirits, another book
could ellay it—the ordinary illusion of those whe domot
consider that the voguo of a printed appeal depends, not
on the contents of the appesl, but on s predisposition oi
the public tempor,

Selden, the most learned man, not only of his party,
but of Englishmen, was first thought of, but the task was
finally assigned to the Latin Secrefary. Milton's ready
pen completed the answer, Eikonoklastes, o quarto of 242
pages, before October, 1649, It is, like all answers,
worthless as & book. Eikonoklastes, the Tmage-breaker,
takes the Image, Eikon, paragraph by paragraph, turn-
ing it round, and esserting the negative, To the Royalist
view of the points in dispute Milton opposes the Indepon-
dent view. A refutation, which follows each step of an’
adverso book, iz necessarily devoid of originality. But
Milton is worse than tedious; his reply is in a tone of
rude railing and insolont swagger, which would have been
always unbecoming, but which at this moment was grossly
indecent,

Milton must, however, be acquitted of one charge
which has been made against him, vie., that he taunts the
king ywith his familiarity with Shakespeara. The charge
rests on a misunderstanding.  Tn quoling Richard II1. in
illustration of his own meaning, Milton says, I shall not
instance an abstruse suthor, wherein the King might bo
less conversant, but one whom we well know was the
closot companion of these his rolitudes, Willinm Sheke-
spaare.”  Though not an overt gibe, there certainly lurks
an invinuation to Millon's Puritan renders, to whom

stoge plays wers on abomination-——an mmorthy devics
<~f rhateorie, o3 apposlivg to » supendition in cihew which
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the writer himself does not share. In Miltons contemp-
tuous reforence o Sidney’s dreadiz as  vain amatorious
poem, we feel that the finer semse of the suthor of
L'Allegro hns suffered from immersion in the slough of
religions and politieal faction.

Ganden, roking up material from all quarters, had
inscrted in his compilation a prayer taken from the
dreadia.  3Milton mercilessly works tlds topic against
his adversary. It is surprising that this plagiarism from
s0 wellknown a book as the Arcadia should not have
opened Milton's eyes to the unaunthentic charactor of the
Zikon, He ollndes, indeed, to a euspicion which was
sbroad that one of tho royal chaplains was a secret
coadjutor. But he knew nothing of Ganden at the time
of writing the Eikonollastes, and probably he nover came
to know snythirg, The secrot of the authorship of the
Eiken wea well kept, being known only to a very fow
persons—the two royal brothers, Bishop Morley, the Earl
of Bristol, and Clarendon. These wors all safe men, and
Gauden was not likely to proclaim himself an impostor,
Mo pleaded his sutharship, however, 3 a claim to prefur-
ment at tha Restoration, when the church spoils cams to
be partitioned among the conquerors, and ho received tho
bishapric of Exeter. A bishopric—because less than the
highest preferment could not be offercd to one whoso pen
had done such signal servico; and Exeter—because the
povrest eeo (then valned st 500L a year) was good enough
for o 1nan who bad taken the covenant and comphed with
the ping gov t. By leas importunity the
suthor of the Eilon Basiliks obtained afterwords the sea
of Werceater, while the portion of the author of Eikone-
Hastes was poverty, infamy, and eslumny. A ceniTy
after Milton's death it was safe for the most poplat
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writer of the day to say that the prayer from the dreadia
had been interpolated in the Zikon by Milton himself,
and then by him charged upou the King as s plagrmsm.
(Jobnson, Lives of the Poets.)



CHAPTER IX
AILTON ARD BAIMASIUS. —BLIXDXLSS.

Tre mystery which long surrounded the anthorship fal
Eiton Bosilike lends a Litorary interest to Milton's share in
that controversy, which does not belong to his next np-
pearsnco in print.  Besides, his prmphlets sgainst Satma-
sins and Morns are written in Latin, and to the general
reader in this country and in America inazcesaible in .
consoquence.  In Milton's day it was otherwise; ths
widest circle of readers could only be reached through
Latin. For this reason, when Charles II, wanted s
public vindication of his father's memory, it was indis-
pensable that it should be compoeed in that language.
The Eikon was accordingly turned into Iatin, by ons of
the royal chaplains, Earle, sfterwards Bishop of Salisbury.
But this was not enongh ; & defence in'form was necessary,
an dpologia Socrativ, such 8+ Plato compored for hin
master efter his death, It must not only be written in
Latin, but in ench Latin a3 to ensare ila heing read.

In 1649 Charles IT. was living at the Hague, and iV e0
happened that the man, who was in the highest repute in
sl Europs as  Latinist, was professar at the neighbouring

iy of Leyden. Balmasiua (Claude do & )
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was commissioned to prepere s manifesto, which should be
st ones a vindieation of Charles’s memory, and an indict-
ment against the regicide government. Salmasius was a-
man of enormous reading and no judgment. He says of
himself that he wrote Latin more easily than his mother-
tongue (French). And his Latin was all the more read-
zble because it was not classical or idiomatic. With'all
his reading-—and Israc Casaubon had said of him when
in his teens that he had incredible erudition—he was
giill, at sixly, quite unacquainted with public affairs, and
hiad meither the politician’s tact necessary to draw s state
paper as Clarendon svould have drawn it, nor the literary
tact which had enabled Erasmus to command the ear of
the public, Salmasius undertook his task ag a préfes
sional sdvocate, though without pay, and Milton accepied
the duty of replying an advocate for the Parliament, also
withont reward ; he was fighting for a cause which was not
another’s but his own.

Salmasiug’ Dy fensio regia—that was the title of his
book—reached this country before the end of 1649. The
Council of State, in very unnecessary alarm, issued a pro-
hibition, On 8th January, 1650, the Council ordered
“that Mr. Milton do prepave something in answer to the
book of Salmagine” Iarly in Mareh, 1651, Milton's
rucver, entitled Pro Populo Anglicano Defensio, was out.

Millon was as much above Salmasins in mental power -
a8 he was inforior to him in extent of hook kmowledge.
ut the conditions of rctort which he had chosen to
accepl neutmlised this superiority. His grealer power
was spent in a greator force of imveelive. Tnstead of
setting out the case of the Parliament in all the strongth
of which it was capable, Milton is intent upon tripping
up Salwasine, contradicting hir, and making him odions
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or ridiculons. e called his book o Defenca of the Peopl
of England ; bt when hoe ehould have betn justifying
his clients from tho charges of rebellion and regicide
befors the bar of Europe, Milton is bonding sl his inven-
tion upon pemsoralities. He exagmerates the fofbles of
Salmasing, his vanity, and the vanity of Madame de
Seumsise, Ler dancy over her hushand, his namow
pedantry, his ignorance of everything but grammar and
words, He exhausts the Latin voesbilary of abuse to
pile up every epithet of contumely and execration an the
head of his sdversary, It but amounta to ealling Balms-
slas fopl and knave through a couple of handred pages,
$ill the exaggeration of the style defeats the orator’s pur.
pose, and we end by regarding the whole, not as a serions
pleading, but as an epideietic display.  Hobbes eaid truly
that the two books were « Like two declamations, for and
agsinst, made by ons and the eame man 28 & rhetorica)
exercise” (Behemuth).

Milton's Defenzio was not calenlated to advance the
canso of the Parliament, 2nd there ia no evidence that it
produced any effect upon the public, beyond that of rais-
ing Milton's personal eredit. That Fngland, and Puritan
England, where huxane studies were swamped in a bib
lical brawl, should produce 3 man who eould writy Latin
s well & Salmasivs, waa a great gurpriso to the leamed
world in Holland, Sslmosius was unpopulsr st Layden,
end there was therefors a predispoeition ¢o regard Milton's
book with favour, Salmasive was twenty years older than
Milton, and in these literary dizladiations readers are
alwzys ready to Eide with s new writer, The contending
Interesta of the two great English partien, the wider lasns
between reputlic end absolutiem, the epecalative inquiry
tote the right of resistance, were lost ight of by ihe
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rpectators of this litersry duel. The only questwn was
whether Salmasius could beat the new champion,- or the
new man beat Salmasius, at o match of vituperation. .-
Salmasins of course put in a rejoinder, His rapid pen
found no difficulty in turning off 300 pages of fluent
Latin, It was his last occupation. He died at Spa,
where he was taking the waters, in September, 16563, and
his reply was not published till 1660, after tho Restoration, -
when all interest bad died out of the controversy. If it -
he true that the work was written at Spa, without books
et hand, it is certainly a miraculous effort of memory. It
does no credit to Salmasius, He had raked together, after
the example of Scioppius against Scaliger, all the tittle-
tattle which the English exiles had to retail about Milton
and his antecedents. Bramball, who bore Milton a special
grudge, was the channel of some of this scandal, and
Bramhall’s source was possibly Chappell, the tutor with
whom Milton bad had the carly misunderstending. (Seo
above p. 6). If any one thinks that classical studics of
themselves cultivate the taste and the sentiments, let him
look into Salmasius's Responsio. There he will seo the
first scholar of his age not thinking it unbecoming to taunt
Milton with his blindness, in such language as this: “a
puppy, once my pretty little man, now blear-syed, or
rather a blindling ; having never had any mental vision,
he has now lost his bodily sight ; 2 silly coxcomb, fancy-
ing himself & beauty; an unclean beast, with nothing
rwore human nbout him than his guttering eyolids; the
fittest doom for him would be to hang him on the highest
gallows, and sct his head on the Tower of London.,” These
aro eomo of the ineivilities, not by any means the most

revolting, but such za 1 dare reproduce, of this Literary
werfars,
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Salmasiug’s taunt about Milton's venal pen is no less
false than his other gibes. The places of thass wha
served the Commonwealth, wero places of  hard work and
short rationa.” Milton never received for his Defensio a
sixpence beyond his official salary, 1t has indeed been
essorted that he was paid 10001, for it by order of Parlia-
ment, and this falsehood having been adopted by Johuson
-himself & pensioner—DNas passed into ull the biographies,
and will no doubt continue to bo repeated to the end of
time, This i3 a just nemesis upon Milton, who on his
part had twitted Salmasius with having been complimented
by the exiled Kirg with a puree of 100 Jacobuses for his
performance. The one insinuation was ns falss as the
other. Charles IT, was too poor to offer moroe than thanks,
Milton was too proud to receive for defending his country
what the Parliament was willing to pay. Sir Peter
Wentworth, of Lillingston Lovell, in Oxfordshire, left in
his will 1007, to Milton for his book against Salmasius.
But this was long aftor the Restoration, and Milton did
not live to receive the legacy.

Instead of receiving an honorarium for his Defence of
the English People, Milton had paid for it a sscrifice for
which money could not compensate him. His eyesight,
though quick, as he was & proficient with the rapier, had
never beon strong. His constant headaches, lus late
stody, and (thinks Phillips) his perpetusl tampering with
physic to preserve his eight, concurred to bnng the
calamity upon hir. It had been steadily coming on for
a dozen years before, and about 1650 the sight of the left
eye was gone, He was warned by his doctor that if he
peraisted in using the remsinmng eye for book-work, he
would lose that too. ¢ The choice lsy before me,” Milten
swrites in tho Second Defence, * between dersliction of a



110 SEGOND PERIOD, 16401680, . - femae, -

raprema duty and loss of eyesight ; in such a case I eould
not listen to the physician, not if Asculapins himself hied .
gpoken from his sanctuary ; I could not but ' ohey that
inward monitor, I know not what, that spake to me from
heaven. 1 considered with myself that many had pur
chased less good with worse ill, as they who give their
lives to reap only glory, snd X thereupon concluded to
omploy the little remaining eyesight I was to enjoy in
doing this, the greatest service to the common weal it was
in my power to render.”

It was about the early part of the year 1652 that the -
calamily was consummated. At the age of forfy-three he
was in total darkness. The deprivation of sight, one of
the severcst afflictions of which humanity is capable, falls
more heavily on the man whose occupation lies among
hooks, than upon others, He who has most to lose, Joses -
most.  To most porsons books are but an amusement, an
interlude between the hours of serious occupation. The
scholar is ho who has found the key to Imowledge, and
nows his way about in the world of printed books. To
find this key, to learn the map of this country, requires 2
long apprenticeship, This is a point few men can hope to
raach much before the age of forty. Milton had attained
it only {o find fruition smatched from him, He had
barely time to spell ong line in the book of wisdom, befors,
like the wizard’s volume in romancoe, it was hopelessly
closed against him for ever. Any hwman being is shut
out by loss of sight from sccustomed pleasures, the echolar
is shut ouf from knowledge. Shub out at forty-three,
when his great work was not even begun! He consoles
himself with the fancy that in his pamphlet, tho Defensio,
bo had dono a great work (guanta mazima quivi) for his
country. This poor delusion helpod him doubiless to
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wupport i ealamity. la could mot forezen hal if!
legs than ten years, the grest work wonld be tolally anni
Iilsted, bis pamphlet would ba werged in the obsoleta
mass of eivil war trate, and the Defersfo, on *hich ke
ad cxpinded big last year of eyeeight, only mentiened
becauso it had been written by the auther of Paradies
Lost.

The nture of Milton's dizeass is not arcertainable from
the aceount hehas given of it Inthe well known pasaagn
of Paradise Lost, fii. 25, ho hesitates between amayresh
(drop screne) and eataract (guffusion)

o 1ok & drop eerers Eath quencl'd thele erly,
O dim xaffaxion veld,

A medical friend referred to by Profeazor Alfred Stecw,
tella him that somo of the symploms are more lika
glaneoma, Milton himeelf has loft such an accourt as s
patient ignorant of the snatomy of ihe onzn cowdd pive,
It throwa po lizht on the nature of thumaludy, Batitis
characteristic of Milton that even his aflliction does xzt
destroy hissolicituds about his peronal appearancs, ~Tho
taunts of his enemies shout * the Lik-lusiro eye, puttering
with prevalent thoun " 3id not prsunfelt,  Inlis S‘mg
Defence Milton informa the world'thst Lis eyes “ars 1.
ternally uninjured. They ehine with an uncloedud tighe
just like the eyes of one whosa vision is yrefect. n:; ;
the only point in which T am, apainst my will, a k
erite The vindicalion sppears agaiu in So;m=‘. )3:
“These eyes, though cleat To ontsrard view of Hedshs o
of apot.”  Tnlater years, when the exordiam of Tiook & ;
Pz.uudiw Lost was composed, in (La pethetie story c?kgj
fﬁmdntas, this littls toach of vanity bay dissppessed,
incompatible with tha soleman diznite af tha .w::.. u



CHAPTER X.

KILTON AND MORUS—THE SECOND DEFENOE—THE DD?ENUT.
FOR HIMSELP, '

Crvip history is largely a history of wars between states,
aud literary history is no less the record of quarrels in .
print between jealous authors. Poets and artists, more -
guseeplible than practical men, scem to live o life of per-
petual wrangle. The history of these potty feuds is not
healthy intellectual food, it is abt best amusing scandal,
But these quarrels of anthors do not degrade the authors
in our eyes, they only show them to be, what we
knew, as vain, irritable, and opinionative as other men.
Ben Jonson, Dryden, Pope, Voltaire, Rousgean, belabour
their encmies, and we seo nothing incongruous in their
doing s0. It is not so when the awful majesty of Milton
descends from the empyrean throne of contemplation to
uso the language of the gutter or the fish-market., The
bathos is unthinksble. The universal intellect of Bacon
shrank to the paltry pursuit of place. The disproportion
between the intellectual capaciousness and the moral nim
jors wpon the senso of fitness, and the neme of Bacon,
“wirest, moancat,” has passed into & proverb, Milton's fall
s farworse.  Itin not hera 2 union of grasp of mind with an
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of the trade of the world, War accordingly broke out
early in 1652, Even before it came to real fighting, the
war of pamphlets had recommenced. Tho prohxbl‘aon of
Salnasius’ Defensio regia annulled jtsclf as a matter of
course, and Salmasius was fres io prepare a second
Defensio in answer to Milton. For the most vulnerable
point of the new English Commonwealth, was through the
odium oxcited on the continent agninst regicide. And
the quarter from which the monarchical pamphlats-wero
hurled against the English republic, was the press of the
republic of the United Provinces, the country which had
sot the first example of successful rebellion against its Idw
ful prince.

Before Salmasiug’ reply was ready, there was lmmched
from the Hague, in March, 1652, a virulent royalist
pieco in Latin, uunder the title of Regii sanguinis elamor
ad calum (Cry of the King’s blood to IHeaven against the
Lnglish parricides). Its 160 pages coniained the usual
royalist invective in n rather common style of hyperbolical
declamation, such as that “in comparison of the exccutior
of Charler I, the guilt of the Jews in crucifying Chrisf
was as nothing.”  Exaggerated praises of Salmasius wer
followed by scurrilous and rabid abuse of Milton. In the
style of the most shameless Jesuit lampoon, the Amphi.
theatrum or the Scaliger hypobolimeus, and with Jesuit
tactics, cvery odious crime is imputed fo tho ohject o
the satire, without regard to truth or probability. Ixile:
are proverbially credulous, and it is likely enough tha
the gossip of the English refugees at the ague was mucl
empleyed in improving or inventing stories about the
man, who had dared to answer the royalist champion i1
Latin o5 good ag hisown, Salmasivs in his Defensio hac
employed these stories, distorting the oventn of Milton’
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lifo to discrodit him, Bat for the author of the Clamor
there was no such oxeuso, for the book was compoeed in
England, by an suthor living in Oxford and London, who
had every opportunity Sor informing himself tely
of the facts wbout dliltea's lifo and conversation. He
chose rother to heap up ot mndom the traditional vocabe-
fary of defamation, which ihe Cathalic theologisns bad
employed for somn generations past, as their best weapsz
against their adversanee.  In thess infamons profastione,
batched by cclibate podants mn the foul atmosphere of the
Joauit colleges, the gamut of charges always rnger So=
bad grammar to annatumal erims,  The only curenmartaors
which can Lo alleged in mitigation of the exceases ef the
Regii ranguinis clamer {a that Milton bad provaked tie
onfall by his own violence, Ile wha throws dist =z
expect that dirt will ba thrown back at him, eaf vhennt
comed to xaud-throwing, the blackgurrd kes, ae it s right
that he ehould have, the best of it,

The author of the Clamar was Peter Dg Moulin, 2 ecr
of tha calebrated French Calvmist preacher of the zame
name. 'Thé anthor not daning to entrust his pamphiet to
su English press, had sent it over to Holand, where it
wag printed under tho supervision of Alexandsr Moros.
“Fiis Morua (Mors or Mair) was of Seottish parentags, bat
born (1616) at Castres, where Lis father vas prissizal ef
the Protestant collegs, Morus fited the Clamar with &
peefsce, iz which Milton was farther veusld, 5 eislda
“oomstrum  bomendum, nforms, wpens, e L
sdemtum,” The gecret of the anthomiip 734 ‘i‘"—“}

b — Y Im
Rept, and Morua having been kmown ta be ccnieral i
the publication, was sooR formed ic pRtle belied iz
thewathor, 5o it was reporied to Mz, &5 da0 3

belisved. Ha pusmed his m‘h,-‘u"o £eb pramyess B2

e
it
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meditate his blow. He caused inquiries to e mado inte
Morus’s antecedents. It happened that Merus's conduct
had been wanting in discretion, especially in his; 'alaﬁlongé
with women. He had been equally mpmden_v in’ hlai
utterances on some of the certainties of Calvinistic dmmty 3
It was easy to collect any amount of evidence nder’ both*
these heads. The system of kirk disciplie offereda
ready-made machinery of espionage and delation.” | The
standing jest of the fifteenth century on the ¢ govemante
of the curé was replaced, in Calvinistic countries, by- tho
snxiety of every minister to detect his brother zmmstar m
eny intimacy upon which a scandalous construction conld
bs pat.

Morus endeavoured, through overy channel at hm com-
mand, to convince Milton that he was not the suthor 6f
the Clamor. He could have saved himsalf by rovealing
the real author, who was lurking all the while close to
Milton's elbow, and whose safety dopended ou Morus’
¢gilence. This high-minded respect for another’s secret is
moro to Morus’ honour, than any of the petty gossip ebont
him is to his discredit. Ho had nothing to offer, there-
fore, bul negative assurances, and mere denial weighed
nothing with Milton, who was fully convinced that Morus
lied from terror. Milton's Defensio Secunda camo out in
May, 1664. TIn this piece (wrilten in Latin) Morus ir
throughout assumed to be the suthor of the Clamor, and
as such is pursued throogh romny pages in s strain of
invective, in which banter iz mingled with forocity. The
Hague tittle-tattle about Morus's love-nflnirsis set forth
in the pomp of Milton's loftiest Latin, Sonorous period:
could hardly be more disproportioned to their materis!
content.  To have kisred a girl i5 painted ds the blackesi
of crimea. The sublime and the ridieulous aro here
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blended withont the stop betwaen, Milion descends even
to abuse the publisher, Viar, who had officially signed hix
name to Morad's preface.  The mixture of fanatieal choter
and grotesque joenlarity, in whick be rolls forth his
charges of ineontinence sgainst Morus, snd of pelty
knavory against Viae, is only saved from being unseemly
by being ridiculons. Tho comedy ie complete when we
remember that Morus had not wniten the Clamor, not
Viac tho preface. Milton's rsge blinded him; ko is mad
Ajax eastigating innocent sheep instead of Achwmans,

The Latin pamphlets are indispensabie to a knowledg
of Milton's dnposmum Wo 20 in them his grand dis.
dain of his opponent; g the d in.

tellectual scorn of tha Lmn Yersma his certainty of the
absalute justicaof his own eanse, and the purity of his own
wotives, This lofty cast of thoaght iy combined with an
eagernes3 to anewer the meancst taunts, The intenso sab-
fectivity of the poot breaks out in thess paragraphs, and
while ke ehowld testating the cazs of the republic, he haldx
Europe listening to an acconnt of himself, his accomplish-
1ments, his atudies and travels, his ataturs, the eolour of hia
«yes, his skill in feneing, &e.  These egoistic utteraneea
must have seemed to Milton's contemporaries to e intru-
sive and berelovant vanity, Porudize Lost was not as yet,
and to the Council of State Milton was, what ha was
to Whitclocke, ¥s blind man who wrote Latin” Dut
these paregraphs, in which b talks of himself, are to vs
the only living fragments out of many hundred worthless

ges,

To the Defensio Secunda theto was of course & reply
by Mo It way entitled Fides Publica, betauso it
was lorgely composed of testimonials to ch When
oue pricst chmrges suother with unchastity, the world
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looks on snd laughs. Dut it is no laughing malter to
the defendant in such an action. Ife can aliways bring
oxculpatory evidence, and in spite of any evidence he.is
always believed to be guilty. The effect of Milton's
furious denunciation of Morus had beon to damage his
credit in religious circles, and to make mothers of {amilies
chy of allowing him to vieit at their houses.

Milton might have been content with a victory Wluch
ay Gibbon said of his own, “over such an antagonist
was a sufficient humiliation.” Milton’s magnanimity was
no match for his irritation. He published a rcjoinder
to Morus's Mides Publica, reiterating his belief that Morus
was author of the Clamor, but that it was no matter
whether he was or not, since by publishing the book,
and furnishing it with a recommendatory preface, he had
mndo it his own. Tho charges against Morus’ character
he reiterated, and sirengthened by new ¢ facts,” which
Morug's enomies had hastened to contribute to the budgot
of calumny. Theso impulations on character, mixed with
insinuations of wnorthodoxy, such as are ever rife in
clerical controversy, Milton invests with the moral indig.
nation of & prophet denouncing the enemies of Jehovah.,
Ue cxponds a wealth of vituperative Latin which makes
us tromble, till wo remember that it is put in motion to
crush an insect.

This Pro se defensio (Defence for himself), appeared in
August, 1655. Morus met it by a supplomentary Fides
Publica, end Milton, resolved to hiave the last word, met
biw by a Supplement to the Defence.  The reader will be
glud to hear that this is the end of the Morus controversy,
e Jeave Miltow's vietim buried under the mountains of
opprobricus Latin here heaped npon him—this “ ejreum.
foruncus  plarmacopols, vanissimus circulatur, propudi.
nm kominis et provtibalom,”



CHAPTER XL

1ATY SECHETARYEDIT COMES 10 &Y EXD—-ILTONY
PRIENDS.

Ir is no part of Milion's biography to relate the course of
public events in thess momentous years, merely becavso
3s Latin secretary he formulateid the despatchen of the
Protector or of his Council, and becauss thess Latin
fotters ave incorporated in Milton's worke, Om the
course of affairs Milton's voico had no influcnce, 63 he
hod no part in their transaction.  Milton was the Izt
mon of whom o praetical politician would have sought
advico, Mo knew nothing of the termper of the nation,
snd treated ol {hat opposed his own view with suprenus
disdain. On the other band, idealist though bho was, he
does pot move in the sphere of speculativa politics, or
count among thors philosophic names, o fow in esch
century, who have infuenced, not netion but thought,
Accordingly lis opinions have for uws a purely porsonal
interest.  They sre part of the chameler of the poet
Milton, 2nd do not belong to either world, of action or
of mind.

The eourse of his politiond convictions up to 1651 hae
boen traced fo our merrative dhus far. Uis breeding st
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Liome, ot school, &t college, was that of & mem‘anr of ths
Established Church, but of the Puritan and Calﬂmshc,
not of the Laudian aud Arminian, party within its pale.
By 1641, we find that his Puritanism has developed
into Presbyterianism; hoe desires, not to destroy. the
Church, but {o rufom it by abolishing governrent by
bishops, and snbstituting the Scotch or Genevan disci-
pline. When he wrote his Reason of Church Govern-
ment (1642), heis still & royalist; not in the cavaliez
sense of a person attached to the reigning sovereign, or
the Stuart family, but still retaining the belief of .his
age that monarehy in the sbstract had somewhat of divine
sanction. Before 1049, the divine right of monarchy,
end the claim of Presbytery to be scriptural, have yielded
in his mind to a wider conception of the rights of the max
and the Christian. To use the party names of the time,
Milton tho Presbyterian has expanded into Milton the
Independent. There is to be no State Chureh, and in
etead of o monarchy there is to be & commonwenlth
Very soon the situation developes the important questior
how this commonwealth shall bs edministered~—whethe
by = representative assembly, or by a picked cou'xcil, ol
a single governor.  This question was put to a fest in the
Parliament of 1654, The cxperiment of o repregontative
assembly, begun in September 1654, broke down i
January 1655. Befors it was tried o find Milton in his
Second Defence, in May 1654, recommending Cromwell i«
govern not by a Parliament, but by o council of officers
i. o, he is a comonwealth's man.  Arrived of this point
would Milton take his stand upon doctrinaire repub
licanism, and loso aight of liberty in the attempt {c
geeure equalily, aa his {riends Vane, Overton, Bradshaw
would have dc}m? Or would bis idealist exultation sweey
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i on $ntoe some one of {he carrent fucaticiems, Laveller,
Fifth Monarchy, or Muggletoniant Unpractieal 23 he
s, he was closo enough ta State afisirs as Latin facre-
taty, to sco that personal guvernment by Ahie Protectos
was, at the moment, the only solation. If the libertiss
fhat had heen conquered by the sword wero to be main-
fained, botween lovelling chsos on the one hand, and
oyalist Teaction om the other, it was the Protector alons
to whom thoso who prired Liberty above parly names
¢could look, Accordingly Millon may bo reganled from
the year 1654 onwards ss an Oliyerian, lhengh with
pasticular reservetions. Ho raw—it was irapossible for
% man in bis situstion not to tee~—the unavoidabls
necessity which forced Cromiwell, at thia moment, to
nndertake to govern without u representative asstmbly
The political necessity of the situation was alsalute, 2nd
all reasonablo men who were embarked in the canso felt
it to bo so.

Through all theso stages Milion passed in the apacs of
twenty years—Church-Puritan, Presbyterisu, Royalist,
Independent, Commonwealth’s man, Oliverian, These
political phases were not the scquicscence of a placeman,
or indifferentist, in mutations for which be does not eage
still Jess were they chapges either of party or of opinjon.
Whatever he thought, Milton thought and felt intenssly,
sud expressed emphatically ; and even bis enemies condd
mot neeuse him of n shadow of inconsistency or waveting
in Lis principles.  On the contrary, tenacity, or persistense
of idea, smounted In him to u serious defect of character,
4 onco formed d 4 him, so that, as in
the controversy with Morus, he could not bLe perensdod
that ho had mads a mistake, No mind, the history of
which we bave sn upportanity of intimately studyicg,
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could bo more of one piece and iexturo than was that of
Milton from youth to age. The names, which we are
obliged to give to his successive - political stages, do mot
indicate shades of colour adopted from the provailing
political ground, but the genuine development of the ™
public consciousness of Puritan England repeated inan -
individuel. Milton moved forward, not because Cromwell -
aud the rest advanced, but with Cromwell and the rest.
Ve may perhaps describoe the motive force as a passionabe
attachment to personal liberty, liberty of thought and:
action, This ideal foree working in ihe minds of a few,
“ those worthies which are the soul of that enterprise”.
{(Zenure of Kings), had been the mainspring of the whole
revolution.  The Levellers, Quakers, Fifth Monarchy mon,
and the wilder Anabaptist seets, only showed the work-- -
ings of the eame iden in men, whose intellects had not
been disciplined by education or oxperience. The idea of
liberty, formulated into a doctrine, and bowed down to as
& holy creed, made soms of its best disciples, such as
Harrison and Overton, uscless at the most eritical june-
ture, The party of anti-Oliverian republicans, the In.
transigenies, became one of the greatest difficulties of the
Government.  Milton, with his idealism, his thorough-
ness, and obstinato persistence, was not unlikely to have
ehipwrecked upon the same rack. He was saved by his
censtaney to the principle of religious liberty, which was
found with the party that had destroyed the XKing
becanse ho would not ho ruled by a Parliament, while in
16565 il supporied the Protector in governing without a
Parliament.  Supremo authority in itself was not Crom-
well's aim; he used it ouly to secure the fulfilment of
those idean of religions lberty, civil order, and Protestant
neeendancy in Kurope, which filled his whole soul. To
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Milton, &3 to Cromwell, forms, whether of worship ot
sovernment, were Luk mexns to an end, snd wers to be
changed whenaver expediency wight require.

Tn 1655, them, Milton was an Oliverian, but with
reservations. . The most important of theso reservations
regarded the relation of the state fo the ehurch, Crom.
well never wholly dropped the schemo of a mational
churck, It was, indecd, to bo az comprehensive as pox-
rible; Episcopaty was pulled down, Fresbylery was not
seh Py b dndividanl mind oight by Eplecopaling ot
ProsUylerian in sentiment, provided they estisfed acertain
standard, intelligible enough to that generation, of « god-
linces.” Hero Milton scems to have remained thronghout
upon the old Independent platform; he will not have
the civil power slep over its limits into the provinco of
religion at all, Many matters, in which the old prelatic
church hed usnrped upon the domain of the state, should
bo roplaced under the secularauthority,  But thespising
region was matter of conscienge, and not of external
regulation.

A further resorvation which Milton would make related
to end , or the mai of mi The
Proty , and the titation of 1657, maintained an
eatablished clergy in tho enjoyment of tithes or other
ectiled stipends. Nothing was more abhorrent to Milton's
gentiment than slate pryment o religivos things. The
Zainister wha recefves such pay becomes o state pensioner,
“s hireling.” The law of tithes is a Jewish law, repealed
by the Gospel, under which the minister is only main-
tained by the freewill offerings of the congregation to
which he mini This antipsthy to hired preach
wax oo of Milton's enrlicat convictions. It thruste itself,
rather impotunately, inta Lyeidas (1636), rnd reappears
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the Sonnet to Cromwell (Sonnet xv11., 1652}, before it
dogmatically expounded in the pamphlet, C’onsideratio;
fouching means to remove Hirelings oud of the Chur
{1659), Of the two corruptions of the church by 4
secular power, one by force, the other by pay, bilk
regards the last ag the most dangerous. ¢ Under for
though no thank to tho forcers, true religion ofttimes be
thrives and flourishes; but the corruption of teache!
most commoniy the effect of hire, is the very bane
truth in them who are so corrupted.” Nor can wo k
thiz aversion to a eolaricd ministry, with being a mon
mania of scee. It is essentially involved in the concoptit
of religion as a spiritual state, » state of grace. A soul
this state can only be ministered to by a brother in a 1
frame of mind. To nssign a place with a salary, is to off
& pecuniary inducement to simulate this qualificatio
This principle may bo wrong, but it is not unressonab
1t is the very principle on which the Englond of our &
hag decided against the endowment of scienco, T
eudowment of the church was to Milten the poison
religion, and in go thinking he was but true to his co
ception of religion,  Cromwell, whatever may have be
his speculative opinions, decided in favour of a &ta
endowment, upon the ressons, or some of them, whi
have moved modern statesmen to maintain church esi
blishments,

With whatever reservations, Milton was an Oliveria
Supporting the Protector's policy, be admired his condu
end has reeorded hiz admiration in the memorable sonn
zi. low the Protector thought of Milton, or ov
Hhat I Lnew Lim at all, there remeins no evident
Napoicon enid of Corneille that, if he had lived in }
day, he vouwld have moade him bis fist it
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Milton's {dass wero not such es conld bave value fn the
eyes of o practical stab Yet C 1l wes not
slways taking advics, or discussing bumness. o, who
_could take & liking for the gesuine inwardness of the
enthusiast George Fox, might bave been oxpected to
appreciate equal unworldliness, joined with cultars and
reading, in Milton, " If,” says Neal, “thers was o man
in England who excelled in any faculty or acience, the
Protector would find him ont and roward him.” But the
excellence whith the Protector prised wos apiness for
public employment, and this was the very quality in
which Milton was deficient,

The paverty of Millon's state letters has been ofton
remarked. Whenaver weighty negotiationa are going on,
other pens than his are employed. We may sseribs this
to his blindness, Milton could only dictate, and there-
foro gyerything entrusted to him muet pass through an
amanuensis, who might blab. One exception to the
commonplare charactar of the atate papors there ix. The
miassacre of the Vaudois by their own sovercign, Charles
Eemayuel XX, Duke of Savoy, excited o thrill of horror in
England greater than the massacres of Seio or of Batak
soused in our time. For in Bavoy it was not humanity
only that was outraged, it wes n deliberate cssault of the
Papal half of Furope upon an outpost of the Protestant
causs,

One effect of the Puritan rovolution had been to
elter entircly the foreign policy of England, 1y nators,
by geographical position, by commercial occupations,
aod the freo epirit of the natives, thess islands wero
marked out to bo bera of the north fod
of progressive and emeucipated Europe. The foroign
policy of Fliraboth lal been atesdy adhesion to this
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law of moture. The two fisd Stuarts, coquetling.
with semi-catholicism at home, had leaned with all the

weight of the crown and of government towards catholic -
connexions. The country had always offered a vain re- -
sistanco ; tho Parliament of 1621 had been dismissed for

advising James to join the continental protestants against
Spain, It was certain, therefore, that when the govern-

ment became Puritan, its foreign policy would again

become that of Elisabeth. This must have been the case

even if Cromwell bad not been thore. He saw not only

that England must be a partner in the general protestant -
interest, but that it foll to England to make tho com- .
bination and to lead it. He acted in this with his nsual -
decision, Ile placed England in her natural antsgonism

to Spain ; he made peace with the Dutel; he courted

the fricndship of the Swiss Cantons, and the alliance of
the Seandinavian and German Princes ; and to France,
which bed a divided intercst, he made advantegeous

offers provided the Cardinal would disconnect himself
from the ultramoutane party.

It was in April 16565, that tho Vnudms atrocities
sudrdenly sdded the impulso of religions sympathy to the
permanent gravitation of the political forces. In all
catholic countriea the Jesuits had Dby this time made
themselves maosters of the couneils of the princes. Tho
aim of Jesnit pelicy in the soventeenth coutury was nothing N
less than the entive extirpation of protestantisin and pro-
testants in tho countries which they ruled. The in-
hebitants of certain Pledmonteso valleys had held from
tims immemorial, and long before Imther, tenete nnd
forme of worship very like tho ie to which the German .-
reformers had sought to bring back the church, The
Vaudoir wern wretchedly poor, :md had beon incessantly
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the objects of sgpression and persecution. In January
1655, s endden delermination was taken by the Turin
government to make them conform to the catholic ro-
ligion by forca. Tho whole of the inhabitants of thres
valleys were ondered to quit the country sithin three
days, under pain of death and confiscation of goods, unless
they would become, or undertake to become, catholic.
They tent their humble remonstrances to the court of
Tarin against this edict. The remonstrances wero dis-
regarded, and military execution was ordered. On April
17, 1655, the soldiers, recruits from all eountriesa—the
Irish are apecially mentionnd—were let looss upon the
unarmed population. Aurder and rape and burning
are the ordinary incidents of military These
woro not enough to satisfy the ferocity of the catholic
soldiery, who revelled for many days in the infliction of
all thet brutal ust or savags cruelty czn suggest to men.

It was pemly a month before the nows reached Eng-
land. A ery of horror went through the country, and
Cromwell said it came “ns near his heart as if Lis own
pearest and dearest had been concemed.” A day of hu-
milistion was appointed, large collections were made for
the sullerers, and a special envoy was despatehed to re-
moxtrate with the Duke of Savoy. Cardinal Mazarin,
however, secing the importance which the Lord Protector
whuld 2equire by taking the lead on this occaston, stepped
in, and patched up o hasty crrangement, the treaty ef
Pignerol, by which zome sort of fallacious protection was
ostensibly secured to the survivors of the massacra.

All the despatches in this busi wore posed by
Milton. But ho only found the words ; especially in the
ltter o the Dake of Savoy, the tono of which 18

wore moderate than we shonld have expected, 17

sl
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ing that Blake was in the Medxtarranean, :md mAaster :
the coasts of the Duke's dominions. If is unpossxble':ix
extract from thess lettors any characteristic irait, unles:
it is from the speech which the envoy, Morland, was-in.
atructed to deliver at Turin, in which it is said thot al
the Neros of all ages had never contnved mhmnmhc
0 atrocious, as what had takenm place in i
valleys. Thus restricted in his official « e
Milton gave vent to his personal feehngs on the occasxox
in the well-known sonnet (xvirL) “ Avenge, O Lord, thj
slaughtered saints, whose bones Lie scattered on the Alpme
mountains cold.”

It bas been already said that there remains no trace oi
any personal intercourse between Milton and Cromwell
He seems to have remained equally unknown to, or un
regarded by, the other leading men in the Government o
the Council. It is vain to conjecture the cause of thi
goneral neglect. Some have found it in the coldnes:
with which Milton regarded, parts at least of, the policy
of the Protectorate, Othors refer it to the haughty natun
of the man, who will neither ask a favour, nor make the
first advances towards intimacy. This last supposition i
nearer the {ruth than the former. Axn expression he use
in a private letter may be cited in its support. Writing
to Peter Heimbach in 1657, to excuse himself from giving
him a recommendation to the English ambassador ir
Holland, he says: “I am sorry that I em not able to de
this; I have very little acquaintance with thoss in power
inasmuch as I keop very much to my own house, anc
prefer to do s0," Somcthing may elso bp set down &
the character of the Puritan leaders, alien to all postry,
aud knowing no books but the Bible.

The mental isolation in which the great poot lived. hi:
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e, i & remarkablo foabore of his Ylography. It wasnat
aoly sfter the Restoration that ke appeats Jonely and
friendlesa; It wes much the same during tho previous
period of the Patliament and the Protectorsle.  Juat at
ono time, shout 1643, wo hear from our best suthority,
Phillips, of Lis cultivating tho eociety of mon of W own
rge, aot #keeping & gawdyday,” but {his enly ones in
throe weeka or 5 month, with #4wo geatleren of Gray's
Ion” e had, therefore, known whal it war to o
sxciable, Tut the geversl tenour of hislife was other;
proud, reserved, self-contalned, repellent ; brooding over
his own idess, not casily admitting into bis mind the
idess of othera, Tt is Indecd an erromcons estimato of
Milton o stiribule to him a hard or austers nature, He
had all the guick sensfbility which belongs to the pootic
temperament, and longed 0 bo loved that he might Jove
egain.  But he hod to pay the penalty of all who Lolieve
in thelr own {desy, in that their jdess come between
them snd the persons that approach them, and conatitule
o mental borrier which ean only be broken down by
eympathy, And eympethy for ideas ix hard ta find, just
in proportion aa theso ideas are profound, farreaclung,
the fruit of long etody avd meditation. Jlence it was
that Milton did not associate readily with s contum-
poraties, but vas affabls snd inztrostive in convernstion
with young peraons, and thoss who would approach him
in the cititude of disciples, is daughter Deborah, who
conld tell eo little sbout him, remembered that h; was
delightful company, the 1ife of o eirde, and that he n-a;
80, through a flaw of subjects, and an unaffocted cheerful-
vess and civility, I would inferpr

authenti;

. et this testimony, the
7 of which is indisputable, of bl Gamrspr

with the young, and those who were modest enough to
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wait upon his utterancee. Iin isolation from hin coevals,
and from thoss who offerod resistance, was the necessary
consequence of his force of character, and the moral
tenacity which endured no encroachment on the narrow
scheme of thought, over which it was incessantly brood-
ing. "

Though, as Johngon says, “his literalure wes immense,”
there was no humanity in it; it was fitted immovably
into a scholastie frome-work, Ionce it was no bond of
sympathy between him and other men. Wo find him in
no intimate relation with any of the contemporary men of
lenrning, poots, or wits, From such of thom as were of
the cavalier party he wos estranged by politics. That
it was Milton’s interposition which saved Davensnt’s
life in 1651, even wore the story better authenticated
than it is, is not an ovidence of intimacy. The three
men most cminent for learning (in the usually reccived
sense of the word) in England at that day were Seclden
(d. 1654), Gataker (d. 16564), and Archbishop TUsher
(d. 1666), sl of whom wero to be found in London.
With none of the threo is there any traca of Milton ever
having had intercourae.

Jt i probable, but not cerlain, that it was at Milton'’s
intorcession that tho Council proposed to subsidise Brian
Wulton in his great enterprise—the Polyglott Bible.
This, the noblest monument of the learning of the Anglican
Church, wss projected and eoxecuted by tho silenced
clergy.,  Fifteen years of spolintion and humilintion thus
bore richer fruit of learning than the two conturies of
wealth and honour which have since elapsed.  As Brian
Walten bed, ot one time, been curate of Allhallows,
Bread Street, Milton may have known him, and it has
Leen foferred that by Thrells exprordon—*<*Tha Council of
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etate, befors whom some, having relation o them, brought
this business ”-—Milton iz moant,

Not with Jolin Hales, Cudworth, Whichcots, Nicholas
Bemard, Meric Casaubon, nor with any of the wen of
letters who wera churchmen, do we find Milton in corre-
epondenco, The interest of religion was more powerful
than the interest of knowledge ; and the author of Eikono-
Klastes must have been held in special sbhorrenco by the
loyal clorgy, The generdl scntiment of this pasty is ex-
preesed in Hacket's tirade, for which the reader i referred
to his Life of Archbuhop Williama,

TFrom Presbyterians, such as Theophilus Gale or Baxter,
Milton® was equally ecparated by party. Of Hobbes,
Milton’s widow told Aubrey *that lie was not of his
acquaintance ; that her husband did not like him at all,
bnt wonld scknowledge him to bo a man of great parta”

Owing to these eircumstances, the citele of Milton's
Intimates contains few, and thozo undistinguished names.
One exception there was. In Andrew Marvel Milton
found ove cangenial spirit, incorruptible amid poverty,
unbowed by defeat. Marvel was twelve yoars Milton's
junior, and a Cambridge man (Trinity), like himsclf. He
had had better training still, having been for two years
an inmato of Nunappleton, in the eapacity of instructor
to Mary, only daughter of tho great Lond Fairfax. In
1652, Milton bad recommended Marvel for the appoint-
ment of assistant secretary to bimself, now that he was
partially disabled by his blind The nendat
was nob effectual at tho time, apother man, Philip Mea
dows, obtaining the post. It was not bll 1657, when
Meadows wes gent on a mission to Denmark, that )\Im‘fd
became Milton's colleague. Heo remained sttached to him
to the last, -Tt wero to be wished that he had lefi some
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reminireances of his intercourse with the poet in hie later
vearr, come authentic notice of him in his prose 1otter>~,‘
instead of o copy of verses, which attest, at least, his -
affectionsts admiration for Millon's great epie, though
they are a poor spozimoen of his own postical efforts,

Of Marchivont Necdhen, end Samnel Tertlib mention
bas Leen elrrady made. During the eighl years of his
sojowrn in the house in Pelty Franee, ¢ he was frequently
visited Ly peraons of quality,” says Phillipe. The only
name he gives is Lady Ranelagh. This lady, by bisth a
Inyle, sister of Robort Boyle, had placed first hor nephew,
and then her con, under Milton’s tuition. Of an oexcel-
lent anderatending, and liberally cullivaied, she -sought
Milton's eociety, and as ho could not go to visit hﬂr,
rbe wont fo him.  There are no letiers of Milton addreseed
to hLer, bul ho mentions her once as “a most superior
woman,” and when, in 1656, she left London for Treland,
he “grieves for the loss of the one acquaintance which
vwas worth {0 him all the rest.”  These names, with that
of Dr. Paget, exhaust tho ecanty list of Milton’s intimates
during this period.

To these older friende, however, must be added hig
forraer pupils, now bocome mon, bul remaining ever
attached fo their eld tutor, secing him ofter when in
Landon, sud when abzoni corrasponding witl him.  With
tomr ho was “alfabde and instroclive in conversation,”
Mewry Lawrnee, ron of the President of Oliver's Counedl,
and Cyrine Slzinner, grandson of Chief Justice Coke, were
spogind fuvonriter, With theso he would .,avmr'hmes “by
the fire Lalp waste s sullen dey;” and it was theso two
who erlled fonth from him the only uiteronecs of this
tiwe which mio not colemn, serious, or sadh Sonuot xvi

i & pontical invitetion 1o ey Teawrenes, “of virldons
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father virtuous £on,” to & “neat ropast,” not without wine
and song, to cheer the winter stason.  Besides these two,
whoze names gro familiar to us through the Sonnets, there
wos Tady Ranelagh's eon, Richard Jones, who went, iu
1656, to Oxford, attended by Lis tutor, the Gorman.
Heinrlch OlMenburg, We have two letters (Latin)
addreszed to Jones at Oxford, which are curious as ehow-
ing that Milton was as dissatisfied with that university
sven after the reform, with Oliver Chaneclloy, and Qwan
Vico-Chancellor, 88 ho had been with Cambridge.

His two nephews, also his pupils, must have ceased nt
a very eatly period to be acceptable cither ns {riends or
companions. They had bath—but the younger brother,
John, moro decidedly than Edward--passed into the
opporite camp.  Thisisarcault of the uncle’s strict system
of Paritan diacipline, which will surprize o one who has
observed that, in edueation, mind reacts ajainst the pres-
sure of will. Tha teacher who senka to impogo his visws
reises antogonists, and not disclples. Tho generation of
young men who grew up nnder the Commenwealth were
in intellectusl rovolt against the constraint of Puntanisw,
bofore thoy proceeded to political rovolution against ita
euthority. Long belore the reaction embodied Redlf in
the political fact of tho Restorati it hnd ifeated
itself in popular literature. The theatres wero still closed
by the police, but Davenant found s public in London to
appland an “entertal $ by decl fons and musie,
after the manner of the anclenta™ (1656). The press
began timidly to venture on books of amussment, in &
style of humonr which seemed rxibald and hesthenish to
the staid and sober covenanter. Something of the jollity
and merriment of old Elisabethan days seemed %o be In
the elr. Buy with a vart differonce, Instecd of * daliys
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ing with the innocence of love,” as in Enyland’a Helwo
(1600), or The Passionate Pilgrim, the sentiment, cmshod
and maimed by unwise repression, found a less honest andl
less refined oxpressmn. The strongest and most umvemﬂ-:;
of humsn passions when allowed freedom, light, and &ir;
becomes poetic inspiration. Tho same passion coorced ‘byi.
police is but driven underground. )
So it came to pass that, in these years, the Protector’s:
Council of ‘stato was much cxercised by attempts of the
London press to supply the public, weary of sermons
with some light literature of the class now (1879)
known as facetious. On April 25, 1656, the august body
which had upon its hands the government of three king-
doms and the protection of the protestant interest mili-
tant throughout Europe, could find nothing beiter to do
than to take into consideration a book entitled Sportive
Wit, or The Muse's Merriment. Sad to relate, the book
was found to contain “much lascivious and profane
matter.” And the editor ¥—no other than John Phillips,
Milton's youngest nephew ! It is as if natare, in reassort-
ing herself, had made doliberate selection of its agent.
The pure poet of Comus, the man who had publicly
boasted his chastity, had trained up s pupil to becoms
the editor of an immodest drollery ! Another snd more
original production of John Phillips, the Safyr against
Hypocrifes, was an open attack, with mixed banter and
sorious indignation, on the established religion, Tt
sffords,” says Godwin, “unequivocal indication of the
corepany now kept by tho author with cavaliers, and bon
vicans, and dewirops, and men of ruined fortnnes?
Edward Phillips, the elder brother, followed suit with the
dysteries of Love and Eloguencs (1658), o book, accord-
tng to Godwin, "entitled 1o no insignificant rank nmongd
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the multifarious productions fssued from the press, ta
debanch the manners of the nation, and to bring back the
King” Truly, & man's worst vexations come to him from
his own relations, Milton had the doubls annoyanco of
the pablic exposnrs before the Couneil of State, snd the
private roflection on the failure of his own system of
education,

The homage which was wanting to the prophet in his
own country was mora liberally tendered by foreigness.
Milton, it must be remombered, wag yoi only known in
England as the pnmphletee: of strong republican, but
somowhat t pini On the continent he was
the of Solmasius, the vindicator of liberty
sgainst despotie power. “Leamned foreigners of note,”
Phillips tells us, * could not part out of this eily without
giving & visit” to his uncle. Aubrey even exaggerates
this flocking of the curious, eo far a8 to say thst some
came over {nto Fingland only to eee Oliver Protector aud
John Milton. That Milton had more than he liked of
thees sightscers, who came to look at him when he could
not gos them, wo can easily believe. Such visitors would
of conree bo from protestant conntrles. Italians, though
sdmiring his elegant Latin, had “ disliked him on eccount
of his too severo momla” A glimpss, and no more than
o glimpse, of tho impression such visitors conld carry
away, we oblain in s letter written, in 1651, by Niirem.
berg pastor, Christoph Arnold, to a friend at home t—
“The stronuous defender of the new régime, Milton, enters
readily into conversation ; his speech is pure, his writton
atyle very pregnant. He hea itted himeelf to &
barsh, not to say unjust, eriticiam of the old Fnglish
divines, and of thelr Bcripture commentaries, which are
trnly learned, bo witness the genins of learning himself 17
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Tt mueb not be supposed from this that thltcn Yed dia-
coursed with Arnold on the Faglish divines: The allusion
is to that onfall upon the reformers, Cranmer, Latimwer,; &c.,
shich had eseeped from Milton’s pen in 1642 fo the great
grief of his friecnds. If the information of a dissenting
minister, one Thomas Bradbury, who professed to derive
it from Jepomich White, one of Oliver's chaplains,
may be frusted, Milton “ was allowed by the Parlinment
a weekly talle for the enterteinment of foreign minis-
ters and persons of learming, euch ewpocinlly as come
from prolestant states, which sllowance was aleo con-
tinued by Cromwell.”

Such homage, though it may be o little tiresome, may
have gratified for the moment the political writer, but it
would not satisfy tho poet who was dreaming of an
immortality of far other fame—

Tvro equeP’d with mo in fate,
B9 were 1 egual’d with them in renown,

And to one with Milton’s asente eenaibility, yearning fox
symypathy and love, dependent, through his eulatwity, on
the eyes, as on the heart, of others, his domesiic.interior
was of more consequence than outside demonsirations
of respect. Four yeaw after the death of his firet
wifiy e married again.  We know nothing more of this
gacond wife, Catharine Woodcoek, then what msy be
gathersd frow the Bonust xix, in which he comme
morated hie “lato expoused saint,” in whose person @ love,
aweetnesy, goodness ehin'd.”  After only fificen months
union she died (1658), eftor having given birth {o

daughier, who lved only w fow monthe,

O L) Milton wwas
r"""}& h}ﬁ"}f‘

Has pudiie funetions o Fatin Sesratary hed Doan cone
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tracted sithin porrow limits by his Vlindness. The
heavier part of the duties had bech transfarred to others,
firet to Woekherlin, then to Philip Meadows, and Janily
to Andrew Marvel, The more confidential diplomacy
Thurloo resorved for his own cabinet, But Milton con-
tinued up to the Jast to Ls occasiopally ealled upon for o
Latinepistle, OnSapterber 3, 1658, passed away tha mas-
termind which had hitherto compelled the jarring elements
in the nation to co.exist together, aud chaos wan let loown,
Milton retained and exexcised his ecerctaryehip under
Richard Protector, and even under the restored Porliss
ment. His latest Tatin lotter s of date Mey 16, 1659,
He i3 entirely cutside all the combivstions nud complica~
tions which filled the latter halfl of that year, after
TRichard's totirement in May, Tt §s litkle nes writing to
forelgn potentates now, for, with one man's life, Englond
hns fallen from her lead in Europs, and is gravitating
towards the catholic and reactionary powers, Franee or
Spain, Milton, though be knowa nothing more than one
of the public, ““only what it appears to na withoot doors,”
be eays, will yet write about it, The habit of pam-
phleteoring was on him, end he will writs what no one
will care to read, The stiffl-necked commonwealth men,
with thetr & \ publ , Wore ding ot
for thofr constitationsl deas, blind to the fact that the
toyalists wers all the whils undermining the ground
bene_ath the fect alike of Presbyterian and Independent,
Purlisment and army, The Grecke of Constantinopls
denouncing the Asymite, when Mohammed IT. vras f orming
bia lines round tho doomed city, were not mora tofatuated
than thess pedantle commonwealth men with thelr pazki>-
wentarfanfsm when Charles IL. was at Calafa,

Not leza fnopportune than the publie men of the party,
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Milton choosea this time for inculeating his views on
pndowments, A fuxy of utierance was upon him, and he
poured out, during the death-throes of the republic, pam-
phlet upon pamphlet, as fast ag he could get them written
to his dictation. Thess exiemporised effusions betray in
their style, hurry and confusion, the resilessness of o
coming despair. The passionets entbusirem of the carly
tracts 13 gons, and all the old faulte, the obscurity, the
Inconsocutivencss, the want of arzangoment, are ox-
aggernted. In the Rendy Way thero I3 & monster zen-
tence of thirty-nine lines, containing 336 words. Though
his instinels were perturbed, he was uneware what turn
things were taking. In Fobraary 1640, when all persons
of ordinary information saw that the resloration of
monarchy was certain, Milion knew it nol, and put out &
tract to show his countrymen & Ready and easy way fo
establish a jree Commornwealth, With the game perii-
nacity with which he had adhered {o his own agsumption
that Morus was author of the Clamer, ke now refused to
belisve in the rofurn of the Stuarts, TFast ce his pen
moved, cvents oufstripped it, and he has fo rewrite the
Ready and cary tway to suit their march. Tha eccond
edition s overlaken Dby the Reeloration, and it should
geem was nover eirculaled.  Milton will ever “pgive
adviee to Syla,” and writes o Jetler of admonition to
Monk, which, however, never roached either tho press or
Sy,

The month of May 1660, put a foreed eud to his
Hlusion.  Defore the 29th of that month he had fled from
the houss in Yetty Franee, and been sheltored by a friend
in the cily, In this friend® hones, in Bartholomew
Clore, ho lay concealed i} the passing of the Act of
Qblivion, 20th Augost,  Phillips gays 1het he gwed his
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exemption from the vengesnce which overtook o many
of his friends, to Andrew Marvel, *who acted vigoroualy
in his behalf, and made s considerable party for him.”  But
in 2dding that “le was so far excepted a8 not to bear any

soffice in the commonwealth,” Phillips is,in error.
Milton's pams does not occur in the Aet. Popo used to
tell that Davenant had employed his interest to protect s
brother-post, thus rolurning & similar act of generosity
done to himself by Milton in 1650. Popo had thia atory
from Botterton the actor. How far Davenant exsgperated
to Bett his own infl or his exertions, we cannot
tell, Another account aasigna the credit of thoe Interven-
tion to Seerctary Morris and Sir Thomaa Clarges.  After
all, it iz probable that he owed his immunity to his insig-
nificanco and his harmlessness.  The formality of burning
two of his books by the hands of the hangman was gone
through, He was also for some time during the antamn
of 1660 in the custody of the serjeant-at-arms, for an
16th December, there i an entry in the Commons
journals ordering his discharge. It is ck teristic of
Milton that, even in this moment of peril, he stood up
for his rights, and refused to pay an overcherge, which the
official thought he might eafely exact from a rebol and =
covenanter.
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CHAPTER XIL

RIOGRAPOICAL~—LITERARY OCOUPATION.—PRELIGIOUH
QUINIOnNE.

rvoryTions are of £wvo kinds; they are cither progressive:

or reactionary. A revolution of progresa is often destruc-
tive, sweeping avay ruuch which chould have beon pre- -
served,  Dub such a revolution has a rogouerating foreo ;
it renews the youth of & nation, and gives freo play fo its
vital powers, Lest limmba are replaced by new.  Arovolw- ~
tion of reaction, on the other hand, i s benumbing influ-
ence, parslysing offord, snd levelling chareclor,  In such a
conservetive revolution the mean, the selfish, and the
corrupt coms to the top; man secks eane’and enjoymeni
rather than duty; vittue, honour, puiriotism, and dia-
intereztedners dizappear altogether froim a soclely wwhick
hns eeased to bolieve in them,

The Restoration of 1660 wan such o revolution.  Com-
plete and instanlancous inversion of the position of the twe °
parties ju the notion, it eccosioned much individnal hard-
ship,  Pul thiswas only the fortune of war, the neeesrary
couzequence of pardy weeandaney. The Restoration wan
much more than a trinmph of tha parly of the royaliste
oy that of the voumdheads ; 1§ was the dratbblew o



er.ut)  EPFECTS OF TOE RESTORATION, pLy

national aspiration, to ll thoss sims which ralte woan
sbave himeelf, It destroyed and trsmpled under foot
hizideal, Tho Restoration was a motal eatastrophe, It
was ot that there wanted good men tmong the charch.
smen, men 88 piovs and vistuous as the Puritans whom
they displaced, But the royalists camo back as the party
of yeaction, resttion of the spirit of the world sginat
ssceticiom, of self-indalgenco nguinst duty, of ruaterialiom
sgninst idealisma.  For a time virtuo was a public Twgh-
tnzetock, and the word “eaint,” the Lighest expreation
in the langnege for moral perfeetion, ted everyihing
that was ridiculone, T do not speak of the gallantries of
Whitehall, which figuro 2o prominently in the histories of
the reign, Far too much is made of theze, when they are
made the peapegnet of the moralist. Tho tiyle of eourt
mannera was ¢ mwere incident on the surfaco of sosial life.
The pationnl iifo was more profoundly tainted by the
discouragement of all good men, which penctrated every
shirs and every pariali, than by ths distant reporta of the
foozs bohavinar of Cherles JI. Servility, meanness,
venality, timeserving, and & disbelief in virtus diffused
thereelves over the nation like o pestilential missma, the
depressing infiuenes of which was heavy, even upon thosw
souls which iudividually resistod the poizon. The heroic
#ge of England had passed away, not by gradual deeay,
by imperceptitle degeneration, but in a year, in a single
day, like the winter's snow in Greeco. It s for the
historian to describe, and unfold tho sources of this cou.
taglan.  The Liographer of Milton has Lo take noty of the
political changs only 29 it affected the worldly citcum

stances of the man, the spiritual environment of the

¥ioet, snd the springs of his tuspiration,

The consequences of the Restoration to Milton's warll y
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forhunes were dicastrous.  As o partisan he was necessarily
involved in the ruin of his party. .As 2 matlor of conrae
ho lost his Latin secrotaryship, Thero is a story that he
was offered to bo continued in it, and that when urged to
aceept the offer by his wife, he replied, “Thou arl in the
right ; you, ns other women, would ride in your conch; for
me, my aim iz to live and die an honest man.” This tradi-
tion, handed on by Pope, is of doubtful authenticity, It
it not probable that the man who had printed of Charles 1.
what Milton had printed, could have been offered office
undor Charles II.  Even wero court favour o he pur-
chased by concessione, Millon waa not the man to make
them, or to belie his own antecodents, as Marchmont
Needham, Dryden, and so many others did. Our wish
for Blillon is that he should have placed himsslf from the
beginning above party. But be had chosen to bo the
champion of a party, and he loyally sccepted the conen
quencez, Mo eccaped with lifo and liberty. The re-
action, though harbarous in its treatmont of it victims,
was not bloodthirety., Milton was already punizhed by
tho lozs of his sight, and he was pow mulcted in three-
fourths of his small fortune. A sum of 2000L which
he had placed in government securities was loah, the
restored monarchy refusing to recognise the obligations
of the protectorate.  Ie lost cuother like sum by mis
management, and for want of good advice, says Phillips,
or according o his granddsughters statoment, by the
dishoneaty of » money-<crivencr, Mo had el to give up,
without compensation, rowe properly, valued at 60L s
year, which he had piuechased when the exlates of the
J‘-.ﬂ.pter of Westminster wero sold.  In the gmoat fire,
1666, bis house in Breadwtrsst was destroyed,  Thus,

from ensy circarsstanees, bo was redused, if not ta desti-

tution, »t least to nurrow mesnn Te Jefb ad his death
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15002, which Phillips calls a consid-rabla wure,  And }:
be £old his books, ene by oae, during his Lifitleme, this
wa3 becanse, knowicg their valas, ba thousht ke culd
dispoca of them fo greater advantags than biy wifs warid
ba abls to do. '

But fu oubwelghing sach condidenstiona aa pensbary
ruin, and persons! distomfort, w23 the rhozk whick tia
ozl naturs felt from the fretrierally disesznfitere of al}
the hopes, aima, and aspirations which Lad Lithesto sz,
tiined and rourished Lt sorl In 8 faw rmemils the
Labour of $wenty years wras avept awag sithaet x rien of
it beingJeR, TH wes not merely a politizal defat of Lis
party, it waa the tolal wreek of the rinciples, of {44 ganin}
s0d religiona ideal, with which Milten's 1ifo w2y teandop
Others, whoeo convyietions caly bad been engaged In tie
cause, eould hasten to excommalats themselrea £ the tew
€5, 07 even 0 tranefer their servien o 12y [ 2,
But euch Sighty allegiancs was pos poitle £ Mitten,
]nho had cmbfrked in the Puntan eauss 2ot paly fotel.
;Actual .nanvic‘.mns, bus Al the Ecarrosity and anlenr of

1 passiontle msture, ¢ conceire eyl s ba v
writlen in 1649,  not i S bl bl
N 1~ BOY 12 1ine 0wm pacsan, bt 1 g .

T incorpatals into that trutly wherol T wag pwpys 1
21d whersof I bad deelared ayulf gpanly Lu'blg.mi ™
tkee” Tt wes naw iy (he nr;nu?o!‘l o g

" 3ol overthrne 1154
ot e trly et Wl g o g
ho s > R 1 ewlpen Lpin »

tood alone, and becar he re i
the only coursy o to his " Festy Hrosiy Hs 4ok

T 10 i tamd awar iy 1 gy
dmm‘d by Lorry r_:zl!m.
o a3 aleocking poatss ook,

1 R be nelarpad with
:G: t;‘f: foom whay g 3,09
T Sach of tho yapgy 1y pro o CEHR0D benrash gty

Yerss in Pargding Ledt by the -
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hopelesa morn of despair, but the intensified fenebicinn
which defies misforfune to make it * bate ono job of heart
or hope.” The grand loneliness of Milton after 1668, “is
reflected in his three groab poems by a sublime mnepen-
denco of huwan sympathy, like that with which mountains
fascinate and rebufl us "{LuwcH).
Lato then, but nob tuo Iate, Milton, at the nge of fifty-
wo, fell baek upon the rich resources of his own mind, upon -
poetical composition, and the study of good books, which
he always zsserted to be necessary to nourish and susiein’
2 poat’s imagination, Mere he had to contend with the
enorinous difficulty of blindness. He engaged a kind of -
attendant to read to him. Dut this only sufficed for
English bookr—-imperfectly even for theso—and the groator
rmb of the chaica, not exlensive, library upon which
Milton drow, was Hebrew, Greek, Latin, and the modern
hangiuages of Turops, In a lctter to Iloiwbach, of date
1666, he complaine pathetically of the misory of having
L spell out, letier by lotter, the Latin words of tho opistle,
to tho sttendsot who wos writing to his dietation. At
last e foll upon tho plan of engaging young {riends, who
verastonally visited him, to rad to him and to write for
him. T the precious volume of Ailton MES, prescrved
in the Lbrary of Trinity College, Cambridgo, six different
hamsds have leen distinguished. Who they were is not
alwaye known, Dot Phillips tells us that, “ he had dmly
bt hitg one or other to rend to him j some pereons of
m"“’x: eatate, vrho of their own acemd g’rc'sdxl) wteh’d at
the eppotiunity of being his reader, that they might ae-
vell reap (he benetit of what they read to him, as ohlige
bim by the beuefit of their reading; others of youngor
Feora sent by thelr parents to the rame end”  FEdward

“

PRilipe hineelf), who visitad ha uncls to the land, mny

N
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have been among the number, 2¢ much aa his own engage.
ments as tutor, first to the only son of John Evelyn, then
in the family of the Earl of Pombroke, and finally to ths
Bennets, Lord Arlington's children, would permit bim.
Others of these casual readers were Samuel Batrow, body
physician to Charles IL, and Cyrisc Skinner, of whom
mention has been alresdy made (above, p. 132).

To o blind man, Ieft with thres little girls, of whom the
youngest was only eight at the Restoration, marriage
secmed equally necessary for their eake ag for his own.
Milton consulted Lis judicions friend and medical adviser,
Dr. Paget, who recommended to him Elizabeth Minshull,
of » family of respectable position near Nantwich, in
Cheshire, 8he was soms distant relation of Paget, who
must havo felt the terrible responsibility of undertaking to
recommend. She justified his sclection, The marriage
took place in February 1663, and during the remnining
cleven® years of his lifs, the poet waa surrounded by the
thoughtful attentions of an sactive and capable woman,
There I3 bnt scanty evidence as to what she was like,
either in person or character. Aubrey, who knew her,
rays sho was “a gent, (1 genteel) person, (of) a praceful
and agreeable humour.” Newton, Bishop of Bristol, who
wrote in 1749, hiad heard that sho was “ a woman of a most
violent spirit, and a hard mother-in-law to his children”
It is certain that ehe regarded her husband with great
vaneration, and studied his comfort. Mary Fisher, a mad-
eorvant in the bouse, depoeed that at the end of s life,
when he was sick and infirm, his wife having provided
eomething for dinner she thought he would like, he * spake
to his eaid wifo thess or Itke words, as near ns this de-
ponent can romember : ‘God have mercy, Betty, I see
thon wilt perform according to thy pronuse, in providing

L
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me such dishes as 1 think fit while I live, and when Idis *
thou knowest I have left thee all.’”  Thereis noevidence ..
that his wife rendered him literary assistance. Perhaps,
as ehe looked 5o thoroughly to his material comfort, her
function was held, by tacit agreement, to end there. )
As casual visitors, or volunteer readers, were not always
in the way,and s hired servant who could not spell Latin
was of very restricted use, it was not unnatural that Milton
ghould look to his daughters, as they grew up, to take a
share in supplying his voracious demand for intellectual
food. Anne, the cldest, thongh sho had handsome features,
was deformed and had an impediment in her speech, whieh
mado her unavailablo a8 a reader. Tho other two, Mary .
and Deboraly, might now have been of inestimable serviee
to their father, bad their dispositions led them to adapt.
themselves to his needs, and the circumstances of the house.
Unfortunate it was for Milton, that his biblical views on
the inferiority of woman had been reduced {o practico in -
the bringing up of his own daugblers. It canunot indeed
be said that the post whosn lmagination created the Lve
of LParadize Lost, regarded <woman ns the houschold
drudge, existing only 1o minister to man'’s wants. Of all
that men have said of women nothing is mors loftily con-
ceived than tho woll-known passage st the end of Book
il o— '
Vhen I approach
Her loveliness, 20 nbsolato cho rooms,
And in hewmall complete, g0 well {o know
Her owa, that what gho wills to do or gay
‘ Beems wisest, virtuoasnst, ditereotest, beshs
Al bigher knowledga in her presesce falls
Degraded ; swisdara in dirognures with her
Lores diresantenane’d, and lke folly glove;
Auwtbority prd roneon on hee wadt,
Az opa intendad fvct, woy ifter mods
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Nemestem® 0T s

Bishop Newton thought that, In drawing Eve, Milton
had in mind his third wife, because ehe had hair of the
colour of Eve's * golden tresses” But Milton had never
seon Elizabeth Minshull, If reality suggested any trait,
physical or mental, of tho Eve, it would certainly have
beon 2omo worman seen in eatlier years,

But wherever Milton may have met with sn incarnation
of fermals divinity such as he has Qrawm, it was not in his
own family. We cannot but gk, how is it that one,
whose typs of women is the loftiest kmown to English
literature, should have braught up his own deaghters on so
different a model  Biilton iz not one of the false prophets,
who turn round and laugh at their own enthusissms, who
gay one thing in their verses, and another thing over their
cups, What he writes in his poetry is what he thinke,
what he meons, and what he will do. Bus in directing
the bringing up of his daughters, he put hus own typical
woman entirely on one side. His practice Is framed on
the principle that

Nothing lovelier can bo found -

In womsan, than to study honsehold good.
Paradise Lost, 1x, 233,

He did not allow his danghters to learn any language,
saying with = gibe that one tongus was epough for a woman.
They were not sent to any school, and bad some sort of
teacking at homs from o mistress. Botin order to make
them nseful in reading to him, their father was st the
pains to train them 10 read dloud in five or six languages,
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of none of which they understood one word. When we |
think of the timo and Inbour which must have been ex-
pended to teach them to do this, it must oceur to us that.
a little more Inbour would have suficed to teach them so
much of one or two of the languages, a8 would bave made
their reading o source of interest and improvemont lo
themeelves, This Milton rofused to do. The conse
quence wag, a5 might have been expeeted, the occupation
beceme so irksome to them, that they robelled against it
In the csse of ono of them, Mary, who wag like her mother
in person, and took after hier in other respects, this restive-
ness passed into open revolt. She first resisted, then
veglected, and finally came to hato, her father, When
zome one spoke in her presence of her father’s approaching
masringe, sho said * that was no news to hear of his wed-’
ding ; but if she could hear of his death, that was some-
hmg. 8he combined with Anne, the cldeal .daughter,
“{o counsal his majdeervaut to cheat him in hiz markel-
ingn.”  They rold hie hooks without hiz knowledge,
“They made nothing of deserting him,” he was ofien
heard to eomplsin.  They continued to live with him five
or gix years ofter his marrisge.  But ab last the sifuation
became intolerable to both pertice, end they were ront cut
to learn embroidery in gold or silver, as a monns of obtain-
iug their livelibeod.  Deborah, the youngest, was included
in the same ermngeraont, thou"h #he seewr to liave beon
mora helpful to her father, and to have bosn st one time
bis principal reader.  Aubrey eays that he “laught ber
Latin, pud thot she was iz amanuensis”  She cven spoke
of him when gho waz old—rche lived to be soventy-four——
with gume teuderness,  She was ouce, in 1745, shewn
Faihorne's crayon dravring of ths poel, mthmm balag-told
for vlom it was intondsd,  She trnedialoly oxclaimed,
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# 0 Lord ! that is the plcture of my father!” aud #lroking
down the hair of her forchaed, added, “Joat 20 my fathor
woro his hair, »

Ono of Milton’s volunteer readers, and one to whom wo
ows the most suthentic account of Mim in bis fast yenre,
waz & youny Quaker, named Thomas Ellwood  Milton'’s
Purifanism had been all his life slowly gravitating in tha
direction of more and mwore liberty, and though ko woald
not attach himeelf o any seet, he must have folt 10 no re-
mote sympathy with men who repudiated state interferonca
in religions matliors, and disdained ordinnnces.  Soma
soch gympathy with the pure spirituality of the Quaker
may have disposed Milton favourshly towards Eliwaod.
The acqualntancs once begunm, was cemented by mutust
advantage.  Milton, besides securing an {utelligent ruader,
had a plessurs in teaching; and Ellwood, though the
rovereo of humble, was taachable from demire %o expand
himeelf Ellwood teok a lodging near the port, ond went
to him every day, except  fintday,” in the efterncon, o
read Latin to him.

Milton's frequent change of abodr has been thosght
indieative of & restless temperament, zecking escape from
petty mlecries by chanpe of sseue. On emerging from
hiding, ox escaping from the serjeantatarms in 1660, he
Yived for a ghort tims in Holbom, near Red Lisn Square.
Frota this ke remaved to Jawin Street, and moved again,
on his masriags, in 1662, to the bouse of Millinglon, the
tockseller, who was now beginning business, But who,
before hix death in 1704, kad scer=alsted the hugest
s2ock of gecond-kand books to be fxmd in Lenden EGA
laet remove wasto s hoaze in & n!{ﬂ‘:"“‘:‘f'j‘ Zr:’:'fi::%
the Artillety.gronnd, cn the site of the wer 223 03 '
is now uﬂgg“uhdl o This v s abede from e

B
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marriage 41l his death, nesrly twolve years, alonger stay
than he had made in any other residemco. Thie is the
hours which mus! be associated with the poet of Paradiss’
Lost, 8 it wes here that tho poem was in part writton, and

wholly revised and finished. But the Bunhill Row house

is only producible by the imegination ; every traco of it

hias long been swopt away, though the nome Milton Street,
bestowed upon a neighbouring street, preserves the re-
membranece of the poet's connexion with the locality.
Here * an ancient clergyman of Dorsetshire, Dr. Wright,
found John Milton in o small chember, hung with rusty
green, sitting in an clbow-chair, and dressed neally in
black ; pale, but not cadaverous, his hands and fingers
gouty and with challe-stones.” At the door of this house,
eitting in the sun, looking out upon the Artillery-ground,
* “in a grey coarze cloth coat,” he would recoive his vieitore.
On colder days he would walk for hours—thres or four
hours at a time, in hisgardon, A garden was a sing gua non,
and be took care to have one to evory house ho lived in.
His habit in early life had been to siudy late into the
night. After he lost his sight, he changed his hours, and
relirnd to rest at nine. In summer he rose at four, in
winter at five, and bogan the day with having the Hobrew
Scriptures read to him.  “Then he contemplated, At
goven his man came to him again, snd then read to him
and wrote till dinnor. The writing was as much as the
reading” (Aubrey). Then he took exercise, cither walk.
ing in the parden, or swinging in a machine. Ifis only
recreation, besides convcmtmn, wag music, e played
the crygay "'a? ‘lln,.ima VIR argan wost. Sometimer

bie otk nnel © ife to sing to }.xim,
thoug ¥ I “tmod vol

b we ' ” six Irix
hir {e Ao 7

“th
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him il eight, At eight he went down to supper, ustally
olives or gomo light thing, He wss very sbstemions in
his diet, having to contend with s gonty disthesia. He
waa not fastidious in his choieo of meats, but content with
snything that was in scason, or casy to be procured,
After supping thus sparingly, he smoked a pipe of to-
baceo, drank a glass of water, sud then rotired to bed.
Ho was sparing in his use of wine. His Samson, who in
this a3 in other things, is Milton himsel, allays his thirst
¢ from the clear milky jnice.”

Bed with its warmth and recumbeut posture he found
favoursblo to composition. At other times he would
composs or prune his verses, as ho walked in the garden,
and then, coming in, dictate. His verso was not at the
command of hiz will. Sometimes he would lis awake
the whole night, trying but unable to make a single livs.
At other times lines fowed without premeditation  with
a certain impetus and cestro.” What was his season of
inspiration is hat tain. In the elegy “To
Spring,” Milton says it Wwas the spring which restored his
postic faculty. Phillips, howaver, says, “that his vein
never flowed happily but from the antumnal equinox to
the vornal,” and that the poet told him this, Phillips’
reminiscenco is perhaps true at the dato of Paradise Lost,
when Milton's habits had changed from what they had
been at twenty. Or we may sgree with Toland, that
Phillips has transposed the sessons, though preserving
the fact of int 't inspinati What be composed
at night, ho dictated in the day, sittng obliquely in an
elbow-chair, with his leg thrown over the arm. He
would dictate forty lines, as it worein s ‘breath, and then
reduce them to half the number. .

Milton’s plety s ndmitted, even by his enemies; und‘ it
is & pisty which oppreases hia writings ns'w:ell ss his life.




152 _THIRD PERIOD. 1601674 c fesan

The fact that » mas, with a deop eonso of rehnmn, thm}cx
not bave sttended cny place of public worship, has given -
great trouble to Milten's biographers.  And the principal
biographers of this thorough-geing nonconformist have
been Anglican clergymen; Bishop Newlon, Todd, Mitford;
Dr. Tohnson, more clerical than any clerie, being no'ex.
coption. Mitford would give Milton a dispensation uvn
the reore of his age and infirmities. Dut the couse loy
deeper. A profound apprehension of the spirituel world
leads to o disregard of rites, To o mind so disposed ex-
ternals besome, Gret indifferent, then impedient. dMinis-
tration is officious intrusion. I do not find that Millon,
though he wrote against paid ministers as hirelings, ever
expressly formulated an opinion against ministors as such.
But as has already been hinted, there grew up in him, in
the last period of his life, a eccret sympathy with the
mods of thinking which cams to charactorise the Quaker
eeet. Nobt that Milton adopted any of their poeniiar
fancies.  Te affirms categorically the permiesibility of
oaths, of mililary service, and requires that women should
keep rilence in the econgregation.  But in negativing all
means of ardving al trath exeept the letier of seripture
interpreted by the inner light, ho sloed upon tho sams
platform as the followers of Goorge Fox.

Milton's Iateat ulierancee on theological topics §e found
in o traet publdished by him the year bLefore hin death,
1673, The plece is ontitled Of true relipion, herexy,
shirm, foleration ; but its meagre contenis do not hear
out the comprehensiveness of the title,.  The only malter
really dizenszed in the pages of the {ract is the lmit of
toleration,  The stamp of age iz upon Lhe style, whish ia
more errelere and incoherant even than waal,  Te has
hiere dietated his extempore thouphis, withoul premadi.

»

tation or revision, s thal we Dave hems o record of

$
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Milton’s habitual mind. Having watehed him gradually
emancipsting himself from the contracted Calvinistic
mould of the Bread-streot home, it s disappointing to
eso that, ot eixty-five, his development hss procseded
no farther than we here find  He is now willing to
extend toleration to all eects who make the Seriptures
their sole rulo of falth, Sects may misunderstand Serip-
ture, but to err is the condition of humanity, snd will
be pardoned by God, if diligence, prayer, and sincerity
havo been used. The sects named as 4o bo tolerated are,
Lutherens, Calvinists, Anabaptists, Arians, Sovinians,
Arminisns. They ara fo bo tolsrated to the extent of
being sllowed, on all oceasions, to give acconnt of thewr
{aith, by arguing, proaching in their soveral asaemblies,
writing and printing.

In this pamphlet the principls of toleration is flatly
enunciated in opposttion to the practice of the Restoration.
But the principlo ia rested not on the statesman’s ground
of tha irrelovancy of religious dispute to good government,
but on the theologieal ground of the verial nature of
religions error.  And to permimible error thero are very
nartow limits; limits which exelude Catholies. For
Milton will exclude Romanists from toleration, not en
tho stateaman’s ground of ineivism, but an tho theologian's
ground of idolatry. All his antagonism in this tract is
roserved for tho Catholics, There is not » hing of dis-
content with the prelatry, once intolerable to him. Yet
that prelatry was now scourging the nonconformists
with scorpions instead of with whips, with its Act of
Uniformity, its Conventiclo Aet, its Five-milo Act, filling
the gaols with Milton’s own friends snd fellow-religionists.
Several times, in these thirteen pages, he appeals to the
practice or beliof of the Church of Englend, onco even
ealling it ** our chareh.”
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This tract alone is suficient refutation of su idle story
that Milton died » Roman Catholie. The story ia not well
vouched, being hearsay three times removed, Milton’s )
younger brother, Sir Christopher, i5 said to have aid so
at a dinnor entertainment.  If he over did ray as much,
it must be seb Jdown to that peeuliar form of credulity
which makes perverts think that overy ono is about to -
follow thoir example. In Christopher Milton, *a man of
no parts or ability, and « superstitious nature” (Toland),
such credulity found o congenial soil,

The tract OfF fruc religion was Milton's latest pub-
lished work. But he was proparing for the press, at the
time of his death, o mora elaboraie theologival treatice.
Daniel Skinner, a nephew of his old friend Cyriae, wasz
sarving as Millon's amannensis in writing out & fair copy.
Death eame bafore a third of the work of corrsction,
196 pages out of 735, hed been completed, of which the
whole rough dmiu consista, The whole remained in
Daniel Skinner's hands in 1674,  Milton, though in his
preface he e aware that his pages contein nob a little
which will be unpalatable to the reigning opinion in re-
ligion, would have dared publication, if he could have
passed the censer,  Bat Dapiel Skinner, who was a
Fellow of Trinity, and had a carcer before him, was nol
cqually free.  What could not appear in London, hos-
ever, might be printed of Amsterdam.  Skinner neeord-
ingly put both the theological treatise, and tho epistles
written by the Latin Scerotary, into the hands of Daniel
Flzevir. The Eaglish government gstting intelligence
of the prapased poblication of the foreign correspondencs
of the Parlioment and the Protector, interfored, and
preszure war put upon Shinpey, theough the Masfor of
Trinily, Irase Barmow,  Blinner hastensd i9 mave him



au} RELIGIOUB OPINIONS. 308

gelf from the fats which In 1681 befel Locke, and gave
up to the Secretary of State, not only tho Latin lotters,
‘but the M5, of the theslogieal teatise, Nothing furiher
was kmown a3 to the fate of the MS. till 1823, when it
was disinterred from one of the pressea of the old State
Paper Office.  Tho Secretary of Btate, 8ir Josoph Wil
liamson, when he retired from offies in 1678, instesd
of carrying awny his correspondenco a3 had been the cus.
tom, left it behind him. Thus it wag that tho Treatize
of Christian doctrine first esw light, one bundred snd
fifty years after the suthor’s death.

In o work which lind been written as a text.book for
the use of leatners, thers ean bo littls scope for origh-
nality, And Milton follows the division of tho mattcr
into heads usual in the manvals then cument. But #
wag impossible for Milton to handle the dry boues of &
divinity compendinm withont stiming them into life.
And divinity which is mado fo live, neceseatily becomes
unorthodox.

The uvsual method of the school text-books of the
soventeenth century was to oxbibit dogma in the artificial
terminology of the controversics of the eisteenth century
For this procedure Milton substitutes the words of Serip
tore simply, The traditional terms of the text-books
are relained, but they aro employed only as heads onder
which to arrange tho words of Seripture. This proces
whieh fn other hands wonld bo little better than fudex
making, b heto pregnant with i The
originality which Milton voluntuily resizes, i2 z
ploging only the words of the Bible, he secavess by o
freedom of exposition. e shakes himself looze ff'mm
trammels of traditional exposition, sud Jookr 3t FET
for himeelf. 'The truth war .
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Leifl only in thoos wiitten soeonds purs, 4
Though not bat by the apirit Tl?ﬁﬁ‘:bt&}«i.
Paradize L .m., i "(
Upon the pointe which inlerested him wmost elose ,'
Milton knew that his nndor;:tanding,of the fext dlﬂe“

from the stondard of Protestant orthodoxy., That God - -

created matter, not out of nothing, but ot of zi}m;-nh,
and that death is, in the coure of n‘.tma, {atal e.‘.h.nmmn
of being, though not opinions xecaived, were not singulay,
3ot startling, to I‘um‘)c an modes of thm‘i\mg, is his as
sertion that polygamy is not, in itself, contrary to morality,
though it may bo inexpedient.  The religious sentiment
of his day was ofiended by his vigorous vindieation of the .
fraowill of man againgt the reigning Calviniem, ond his
ezertion of the mfenomt) of the Son in opposition to the
received Athsnasinnism, 1o Jabours this point of the -
nature of God with eapecial cars, showing how greatly it
oscupied bis thoughts. o armnges bis textr vo as o
exhibit in Scriptural language the semi-Arian schems, L e,
a echeme which, ndmmmg the co-essentiality, donies tha .
eternal gonerstion.  Through all this manipalstion of
lextn wo room to eoe, that Millon is not the school logi-
cinn erceting a consistant fabric of words, bul that he is
dominated by on imngination peopled with concrete per-
sonalitien, and Isbouring to arsign their places ta the
Fathor and the Son as ssparato sgents in the mundang
diama,  The De dorfring Chrietiana is the prozo counter-
part of Paradies Lost and Negained, u caput moriaum of
the poems, with every clliereal pacliclo avaporated,

In tho myal injunctions of 1614, Janwes Y. hod oxdered
stadenty In the universitiey nat to insdst {oo long upon
compendinms, but to study the Seriplures, and Lo beslow
their time upan the fthars and couneils,  In hia azrx.»mpt
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to express dogmatic theology in the words of Seriptuze,
Milton was unwittiogly oboying this injunction. The
ather part of the roysl direction a8 to fathors and councils
it was not in Milton's plan to carry out. Neither indecd
was it in his power, for be had not the necessary learning.
M. Scherer says that Milton “laid all antiguity, sacred
and profane, under contribution.” So far is this from
heing the case, that while he exhibits, in this treatise, an
intimate knowledge of the text of the canonical books,
Hebrew aed Greek, thero la an absence of that average
sequaintance with Christian antiquity which formed of
that day the professional outfit of the eplscopal divine.
Milton’s referonces to the fathers are perfunctory and
sccond-hand, The only citation of Chrysostom, for in-
stence, which I have noticed is in thess words: “the same
is eaid to be tho opinion of Chrysostom, Luther, and other
moderns,” He did not esteom the judgment of the Dxthers
sufficiently, to deem them worth studying. In the inter-
pretation of texts, s in other matters of opinion, Milton
withdruw within the fortress of hus abaolute personality.

I have now to relate tho external history of the com-
position of Paradics Lost, When Milton had to skulk
for a tlme {n 1660, he was already in steady work upen
the poem. Thongh & few lines of it were composed as
zarly as 1642, it was not ti1 1658 that ke took up fha
task of compoeition continuously. If wo_may trust our
only. authority {(Anbrey-Dhillips), he Lad finished i jn
1563, nbout the time of his matriage. In polishing,
ro-writing, and writing “out fair, much might remain
to bo dope, after tho poesm was, in 8 way, finished,
Tean 0. 1665, thet we fist make acquaintance with
Paradise_Logt in a_complete state. This was the yesr
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complaisant gpeech quita literally, for it Is highly probabls
that the later poem was included in the original con-
coption, if not in the schoms of the first epic. But we do
get from Ellwood's reminisconco a dato for the beginning
of Paradise Regained, which must have been at Chalfont
in the autumn of 1665.

‘When the plague wag abated, and the city had become
safely habitable, Milton returned to Artillery Bow. Ha
bad not been long back when London was devastated by
a fresh calamity, only less terrible than the plague, becanso
it destroyed the home, and not the life. The Great Fire
succeeded tho Great Plague. 13,000 houses, two-thirds
of the city, were reduced to ashes, and the wholo current
of life and business eutirely suspended. Through theso
two overwhelming disasters, Milton must have been
supporting his solitary epirit by writing Paradise Re-
gained, Samson Agonistes, and giving tho final touches
to Paradiss Lost. He was now so wholly unmoved by
his environment, that we look in vain in tho poems for
any traces of this season of suffering and disaster. The
past and his own meditations were now all in all to him;
the horrors of the present wore as nothing to a man who
had outlived his hopes. Plague and fire, what wers they,
after the ruin of the noblest of causeat Tho stoical com-
pression of Paradiss Regained is in perfect keeping with
the fact that it was in the middla of the ruins of London
that Millon placed kis finished poem in the handa of the
licensor.

For lLicenser there was now, tho Archbishop of
Canterbury to wit, for religions literature. O course the
Primato read by deputy, usually ono of his chaplaina.
Tha reader into whose hands Paradise Lost camo, though
an Ozford man, and a cleric on his preferment, who lmd
wrilten kis hiet

against the dissenters, happ
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t¢ o ena whow anfecedents, ps Fellow of Al Souly,
wnd Troctor (in 1663), eusured his fakw a leas pedantic
end hipoted view of his duties. SR, though Diyden's
disty playe would have cneountered mo objection bufore
such & tribunal, the same facilitios were not likely to’ be-
sccorded to anmything which bore the nawmo of John
Milion, exscerciary fo Oliver, and himself an nustere
republican,  Tumkyns—ilat was the young chaplsin’s
nana—idid etumbls ot a phrase in Book 1. 59§, o
With fear of change
Farplered movarch

There had been in Enpland, end wero to ha again, times

o men hed hanged {or Tess than this,.  Tomkyna, who
v.a¢ sailing on the smooth sea of proferment with a fair
wind, did not wish {o get inta trouble, but af last he let.
the Yok pats. Perhaps he thought it was ouly religious
vurse writden for the pectaries, which would nover bn
Loard of et eourt, or among the wits, and that thurefore it
wrs of Jittle conspautence what it conlained. '

4 publishur way found, notwithstanding that Paul's, or
me it now was agady, St Paul’s.Churchyard had rt\fmed
to exii, in Alderegate, which lay outeids the civeuit of
thy confiegration.  The egreement, atill presetved in the
sational gaweeum, hetwesn tho sutbor, “John Milion,
gent, of the one par ¢, and Samuel Symons, printer,

of the otber parte)” in ninong the coriositics of our Hicwry
'I Aary. ‘Lhs eurionity consists not so souch in {he
walrious pame appeaded (no$ in sutormph) to the deed,
nothe contrast bsseeon the presont fama of $le beok,
tha son b papar prics ob which the copyright i beingp
viiwed, Fhie anthor received 51 down, was Lo reevive o
erzond DL when the Srat odition ehendd b eold, & thind

P .
e
Vi i

#othe weosnd, and n fouud ML when the third
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editfon should bo gone, Milton Lived fo recefvo the
second b7, .and 10 more, 10L in all, for Paradise Losh,
I.a:muot bring myzelf to join in the lumentations of the
biographers over this bargain. Surely it is botter so;
better to know that the nollest monument of English
letters had no monsy valne, than to think of it ag having
been paid for at 8 pound the lins, N

Tho agreement with Symons is dated 27 April, 1667, the
entry in the register of Stationers’ Hall is 20th August.
It_wna therofors in_the aatumn of 1667 that Paradise
Lost waz in the hands of the public,  We have no data
or ke time gecupied in the composition of Paradise
Regained and Samson Agonistes. Wo have ecen that the
former poem was begun at Chalfont in 1665, and it way
be conjecturally stated that Sumson wss finished before
September, 1667. At any rate, both the poems were pub-
lisked together in the autumn of 1670.

Miltan hod four years more of hfe granted him after
this publication. But Le wroto mo more poetry. 1t was
&3 if bo had exhausted his strength in a last effort, in the
Promsthean agony of Samson, and know that his hour of
inspiration was pussed away. But, like all men who bave
onee tasted the joys and pangs of composition, he could
not mow do without its excitement. The occupation, and
the indispensablo solaco of the Jast ten ead years, had been
his poems, He would not write mora verse, when the
coatrus was not on him, but he mnst write, He took up all
the dropped threads of past years, smbitious plans formed
{n the fulness of vigour, and laid asids, bat not abandoned.
I1e was the very opposite of Shelley, who could never look
et & pieco of his own composition a eecond time, bt when
ke had thrown st off at s beat, rushed into something elss.
Milion's adhesiveness was such that he conld pever give
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up o dexign onee entered upon  In thess four yéars, o5 i

conecious that his time was now nearly out, he lnbmm:,-\
ta complete five ruch carly undertakings. L

(1.} Of his Compendium of Thenlogy 1 have n’{rea\l*; '
spoken. He was overtaken by death whilo preparing this
for the press. .

(2. His Hicory of Britain muet have coat him muck
labour, bestowed wpon comparison of the confiicting -
suthorilica, It is the record of the studies ho had made
for hiz abandoned epie poem, and is evidouce how much
the subject ocenpied his mind.

The Hisfory of Brifain, 1670, had been preceded by
{3) o Latin grammar, in 1669, and was followed by (4)
a Lagic on the method of Ramus, 1672, ,

(8.) Tn 1673 he brought out & new edition of his mrlv‘
volume of Poems. In this volume he printed for the
firat timo tho counets, and other picces, which had beon
written in the jnrerval of twenty-seven years sinee the date
of his first e:dition.  Not, indeed, a1l the sonnets which we
sow have,  Four, in whivh Fairfex, Vane, Cromwaell, and
the Commonwealth are spoken of as Milton would epeak
of them, wore pecessarily kept baek, and not put inis print.
1l 1694, by Phillips, ab the ond of his lifo of his uncle.
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whelming mamitnde, which ha did rot lve to complete.
We have seen that he taught his pupils geography out of
Darity, D:seription de TUnivers. He wag not eatished
with this, or with any existing compendinm, —They wero
all dry ; exact enough with their latitndes and Jongitudea,
but omitted such uni ting stoff as govorn.
ment, religion, Lo Milten wonld essay a hetler aystem,
Al he had ever executed was Russis, taking the pains to
tarn over ond extract for his purpose all the hest travels
in that country. This is the fraguzent which figures in his
Works as o Drief History of Moscovia. -

The hackeoyed metaphor of Pegasus harneesed to a
Inggage trolley, will recur to ve when we think of the
author of L'Allegro, solting himeell to complo a latin
lexicon. If there is any litorary dmdgery moro mechani-
eal than another, it is generally mupposed to bo that of
wmaking a dictionary. -Nor had ho taken to this industry
o3 A resource in age, when the genial flow of invention had
dried up, and eriginal composition had ceasedd to Lo in his
power. The three folio volumes of MS. which Milton left
wers the work of his youth; it was a work which the loss
of eyesight of neccssity put an end to. It is not Milten
only, but all students who read with an alert wind, read-
ing to grow, and not Yo remomber, who have felt the want
of an occapation which shall £ill those houra when menta)
vigilanco is impoasible, and vacuity unendurable. Indax-
making or eataloguing kas been the resouses of many in
such hoars, Dut it was not, I think, a2 o mers shifding
of mental posture that Milton undertook to rewrite Robert
Stephens ; it was as part of his language tmining. Only
by diligent practics and incessant oxerciso of attention and
cate, could Milton have oducated Lis suvceptibility ta tha
speeific power of worda. ta the nicoty which he attained
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beyond eny other of cur pocts, Part of this education b
recorded in um sermingly withered leaves of -his Lalin
Thesaurus, thongh the larger part mush have been’
achioved, not by a reflective and critical colloctmn ol

exnmples, but by a vitsl and fmpassioned reading, ’

Ailton's complaint was what the profession of that day
ealled gout, “Fo would be very cheerfal even in hxs:
gout fits, snd sing,” says Aubrey. This goul relurned-
sgain oud again, and by thees repeated sitacks wore out
bia resisiing power. Ha died of tho “gout struck in " on
Suniay, 8th November, 1674, and war Luried, near his
m}iles’s, Cripplegate.  The.
funeral wag attepded, Toland says, “ by el his learned end
great friends in London, not without a friendly concowrse
of the vulgar.” Tho disyasting profanation of the leaden
cofiin, aud dispersion of the poet’s bones by the parochial
suthorities, during the repair of the church in Awgrust,
1790, has been denjed, but i is to be feared the funt is
tod trun



CHAPYFER XIII,
PARADISY LOST—PARADISE REGAINED—BAUSON 100NIaTEY

“Maxy men of forty,” it has beon #ald, *are dead poets
and it might reem that Milton, Latin secretary, and party
pamphistesr, had died to pootry sbont the fatal age. In
1645, when be made ngathering of his early pieces for the
yolume published by Humphry Moteloy, hie wanted three
years of forty. That volume contained, bosides other
things, Comus, Iyetdas, [/Alleqro, wnd Il Penserpan,
then, when prodaced, 2a they remain to this day, the
finest flower of English poesy. But, though thus like a
wary husbandmisn, gameriog his elieaves in prezence of
the threatening storm, Milton had no intention of bidding
farewell to poctry. On the contrsry, hs regarded this
yolnme only a» firsb-fruits, an enmest of greater things to
come.

The roling ides of Milton'a Tifo,_and the oy to_his
mental history, is his resolve to prodnce s grest posm.
Not that tho sspiration in itecl is singular, for it ia pro-
bably shared biy every young poet in his tom.  An svery
clever echoolboy is destined by himself or his frienda to
Yecoms Lord Chancellor, and every private In the French
srmy carries in his haversack the baton of & marshal, ra
ft i3 a necessory wngredient of tho dream on Parnassus,
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that it ehouid crabedy iteall fu n form of sarpaming il
Hanee, What dz**m"m hes Milton from fhe crowd .of
vonng exabition, “audax juveutn is the constancy of .
"rvw?"c e not only nearished through munheed the
Areamn of youth, kecping under the importunate instines
which carry off most awbitions in middle Jife into the
puruit of place, profit, honoar—tbe thorps which spring
up and smother the wheat—but carried out biy dream in
ite integrity in old nzo. He formed himeelf for this
arhievement, and for no other, Siudy st home, travel
abrowd, the erena of political cmnmwrﬂ, the. yubhc'
earvice, the practics of the domestic virtues, were £o Hany
iarts of the szhooling whizh was o make s povt.

'Lhe reader swho hee traced with mo thus far the course
of MMilton's mental developmont will perhaps be ready to
believe, that this idea hed taken entire posiession of his
mind frow a very carly age.  The earlicat written rogord
of i is of date 1632, in Sompet 11, This wrs written
o2 early an the poat’s twn»)-t‘md year; end in thess
Hines the resolve s uttorsd, not /s then just conesived, bul
as one Jong breoded wpen, and its non-fullilwent matter
af rolferepraach,

I this sonuet slood alone, 19 relovance o & pociical, or
even s litrary prriormance, reight be doubtful.  Dut st
the time of its composition it is enecloced in 2 lotier to an
e d {rowd, wha coems o bave been expressing his
rerpiine that the Combddge BLA, wis not rnulr,fmimuw If,
uovw Ahat hin education won eymplete, 10 2 profosdon:
Miltas's apalogtic Tolter is extant, snd v printed by
Birel in 1738, f‘;. inifmabas that Milton did not condider
hix e duesting, for thin s te kad in vie 7, 0 ‘H"-H},'uill‘-’

e cumplet T ot Y the erdlee s didighit of suesiia.

Taw 2 Fygt &l w37 7 S oaiees <
blun, bt Yy snlilons sdvicaent haw beat w *vwir'r,go;

e

1
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not taking thought of being late, g0 it give advantago 1o
be moro it Mo repudiates the love of learning for its
own sake ; knowledge is hob an end, it is only equipment
for performance,  There Is hero 1o spocifia enggement as
to tha pature of the performance. But what it is to be, ia

ggested by the encl of the “ Petrarchian stanza "
(i.e. tho sonuet). This notion that his hfe wes ke
Samuel's, a dedieated lifo, dedicated to o service which
required a long probation, recurs again more than once in
his writings. I is emphatically ropeated, m 1641, in a
passage of the pamphiet No. 11—

Nune bath by mote studions ways endeavoured, aud with
more unwearied spirit rone sholl,—thst I dare almost aser ol
ayrelf, a3 (ar a3 Life and full fieense will extend. Neither do I
think it shawe to covenant with any knowing reader that for
some fewy years yut { may go on trust with him foward the pay-
ment of what Tam now indebted, ns beivg a work not to be
reised from the hest of youth, or the vapours of wise, like that
which flows ot waste from the pen of some vulgar amonst, or
the trencher fury of a rhyming parsite, nor to bo obtined
1§ the invocation of Dame Memory and ber siren daughters,
but by devout prayer to that Eternal Spirit who can enrich
with all ntterance and knowledge, and seods out his eeraphim
with the hallowed fire of his altar to tonch and purify the life
of whom he pleasea. To this must be added mdustrious and
select reading, steady observation, insight into all seemly and
geterons acts sod afairs, Till which in come measure be oo
passed, ot tine own peril and cost, I refuse not to ewstain this
expectation, from a3 many as aro not loth to hazard so much
creduality apon the best pledges that 1 can give them,

Tp 1638, nt the age of nine and twenty, Milton hus
E already determined that this lifework shall be & poem,
- an epic poem, aud thst its subject shall probably be the
i g:—ihuri:m lezend.



158 TEISD PERIOD. ICC-D'«-H}?;. T e
£1 quavda indiporas reveeabo in carminn m;aﬁ.
Arturumaue cticm enb tervis bolla moventem
Aunt dicsm invietwe sorviali foodero menen
Hnpnanimes borese, of, 0 medo spiritus adsiel
Frangatn Sexonicas Britonum sub marte phelangns,

ey I find #uch 2 friend , ., . when, if ever, I eholl revien

i rouy pur native princes, snd among them Arthur moving to-

the finy even in the nether world, and when T shall, if only’

inspiration be mine, brenk the Saxon bauds before our Britoas'

prowuis, K

The eame anncuncement iz reproduced in ﬁm I:{m‘
Laphisem Dampnie, 1639, and, in Pamphlel No, 4,1 tx:_
sften guoted words t—

Prredving that some Uides which T herd in memory, com-
pered ot upder Lventy, or therealiout, met with sceeptanee, ., .
1 begau to nevent to them (the Italiang) cod divern of wy
friends bere ot home, and not Jees to st inward prompting
“hich wow growe daily upon tue, that by laboor and intent
study, which 1 tske to be my portion in thin life, joined with
the strong propensity of nature, 1 might perhups leave eome.
thing ro writter to sftertimes 3 they rhould ot willingly Inl
it dlis,

Between the publication of the collvcted FPosme I
1845, sud the sppearanse of Paradise Lod in hm;, 8
prowod of twenty-twoe years, Milton gave no publie sig
of redversing this pledgo.  I{e eorwed io hzf- cotemps
tenes o have rencunesd the follins of his youlkl, the
wwemws of ver-o, and o heve sobemd down inds the .
sofd citizen. Lo bon f‘ﬂn‘tt‘, thought BMatherbs,
r*‘: 3 pan pdus ntile & Pétat gu'un bon joucwr do quillee”
Milton had poviponed hia pesm, in 1641, il “the land |

b eree enfranchivhed hereelf {rom this impertinant yeke

wf prelairy, voder whene inquinfiorfous snd {ymunied

md

=z w3
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duncery oo freo and splopdid wit ean flowriFh”  Prelatry
wun ewept nway, and ke acked for further remand ou
account of the war, DPeace was concluded, the country
was aattled under tho strong government of s Protector,
and Milton's great work did zot appear. It waa not even
preparing.  His_yras writing not poetry but_pross, and
that most ephemeral and valueless kind of pross, pam-
phlets, extempore articles on the topics of tho day. e
poured out reams of them, in simple unconsciowxmens that
they had o influcncs whatever on the current of ovents,
Nor was it that, doring all theso years, Milton was
meditating in seerey what be coold not bring forward in
public; that be wus enly holding back from publishing,
becanso there was no public ready to listen to his
song. In these years Milton wap nuither writing nor
thinking pontry.  Of the twenty-four sonnets indesd—
twenty.four, reckoning the Uweatylined piece, “The
forcers of jence,” as & t—cloven belong to this
period. Bnt ‘,{‘E.Y do not form a continuouy series, such
os do Wardsworth's Ecclesiastical Somnete, noz_da they
svince & sustained mood of peetical meditation. On the
mﬁ,'iﬁeh very forco and beaunty consist in their
being the momentary and spontancous explosion of an
ctmotion welling dp ffom the depthis of the goul, and
“forcing iteelt into metrical expression, a3 it were, in spite
of the writer, Whilo tho first eight somnets, written
before 1645, are sonnets of reminiecence nnd intention,
liko those of the Ttalinna, or the onlinary English sonnet,
the eloyon onnets of Milton's eilent period, from 1645 to
1658, are records of present fecling kindled by sctoal
facts, Yo their naked, noadorned simplicity of Yangusge,
they may easily soem, to a rosder frosh from Potracch, to
b2 bomely and prosale, Place them in relation to the
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rircunistsnios op wiseh each piece furns, and we bogin in'
£oul he saperionity Jor postic eftect of resl emolion over
einotion meditated wud revived.  History hes in it thet
which can touch us more abidingly than eny fctien, T3
is {hiz setuzlity which distinguishes the sonncla of Millon
from eny other sonnetn, Of this difference Wordsworth
wis eonetionz when he struck cut the phrase, In his.
Yand the kg Lecame 2 trumpel.”  Maecanlay compared
the ronnels in their rm}w‘iw severity to the collestz
They remiml v of o Hebrew psabm, with its undisgained -
outrush of rage, revange, exultution, or despair, where
pothing s dus to art or artifics, ard whose poetrs i the
expression of the heart, and not a branch of literature.
It is i the sonnels wo maest realise the foree of Words-
warki's imag-—

Jhom hndat g voloe whozs ssund wor Bko (b pea.

We st nol then to }o ok in tLo ranaets for latent Limees
s the sy pémwl peatic creation.  They comn from the |
ather eide af bilton’s nature, the politieal, not t'm nm»".zc.h
They are akin in! 1 Prucn pa rA{ulh s, nublo 22 'h’:u’x- : Lo,
Tast when the tompets ond, the composition of the :‘pm"

was tnlion io hand, The Innt of the mxsm,..»(""a in the
odicary numrration) wis wrilten in 1658, and 1% s (o

P
,‘1,

the surme year that ear authority, Aubn: v-Philliye, refora
Lis beyanning fo ueoupy Inmseﬁ’ with Paradive Loof, He |
Led By this time eoltled the tig Joints about whish he
tad ton lonz dn deule, the sulject, snd the form,  Tang
LoTorm Ln' dmosdf o the painr of ,rrml:c."tm be
hat dm P o Fall of mman nx suhinet, and upos then

vir, U f 'K'::v, in 11“ fnwv"ﬁ i ‘ho dramntie, i

1 0f “!r P,
Wit e stugude, ?‘J;tj{ !:r.t,‘n b-. wn written L fom, O 1us




zm) PARADISE LOST. m

such passage wo know that it was written filteen or
sixtcen yeats bofore 1668, and whilo ho was atill cone
templating a drama. The Lneatare Satan's apeech, P. L.
{v, 32, Leginning,—

0, thou that with earpassing glory crowned.

These lines, Phillips eays, hiz unclo recited “to bim, ay
forming tho opening of his tragedy. Thoy are modelled,
as the claseical moader will perceive, upon Euripides,
Powbly they wero mot intended for the very firt lines,
gince if Milton intended to follow the practice of is model,
the lofty Iyrical tone of this address should have been
introduced by a prosaic matter-ofsfact selting forth of the
situation, os iu the Euripidean prologue. There aro other
passages in the poom which have the air of Leing insiti-
tious in the place where thoy stand,  Thelines in Bock iv,
now in question, may reasonably bo referred to 1640442,
the date of these leaves in the Trinity Collegs M8, in
which Milton Las written down, with his own hand,
varions sketclios of tragedies, which might possibly be
adopted as his final choice.

A pacsage in Tha Reason of Chureh Governmnent, writton
at the same period, 1641, gives ns the the fullest eccount
of his beaitation. It wia a hesitation caused, parily by
the wealth of matier.which hia_reading saggested to him,
ancss that ha ought not to, bc‘"m in,
. _waa_ripeniog lns powers hvcry
one who has undertsken a wotk of n"ny longth"bas made
the experience, that the faculty of composition will nod
wark with ease, until the reason is eatisied that the sub-
Juct chosen a8 wn"egm.‘l‘ one.  Gibbon has told vs him.
sel€ of the wmany petlods of history wpon which e iried
his pen, oven eflex the memorelle 16 October, 1764, whan
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ha *eato musing amid the ruing of the {,z;pxtel 's':hxlﬁ. L
tare-footed frinrg were singing vegpera in the fcmple o5
Jupiter.” We kpow how many sketches of pnambl
tragedies Racine wonld make bofore ho could adopt 6o,
aa the appropriste theme, on which he could work: v'xi
that thorough enjoyment of the lsbour, which is necessary :
tn pgvo life sud verve to any creation, whether of the yoa :
or the ortar,
The leaves of the Trinity College MS., which are ctmw,;
temporary with his confidence to the readers of his tmct,
Of Church Government, oxhibit a list of nearly one hun~ 7
dred eubjects, which had vecurred fo him from time to fimié
a3 practicable subjecte. From the mode of entry we see;
that, aleeady in 1641, a scriptural waa likely to have !;hu“;
preforence over o profans subject, and that among s&rxptnml k
sabjects Paradise Lot (the familiar title appears in this,
carly noto), stands ont prominently above the rest. Tbb-
bistorical snbjects aro all taken from native history, nohe
gro foreign, and all are from the time before the Romnn
ORI :A. The seriptural snbjects are partly from tho Old;
parily from the New, Testament.  Sdino of these subjocts
am named and nothing more, while othem aro slightly
sketched vul.  Among these InMter are Bupfietes, on tha
death of John the Baptist, and Chrivius Paliens, spparontly
ts be contined to the sgony in the garden, Of Luradies
Lot thero are four drofis in greater desail than tm;y ~of the
othure. Thess drafls of ths plot or actmn, t!'ongfx ;one
of them thal which was finslly adopted, aro mxﬁmw Isr
near to tha sction of the poem ag it atands tc.- m‘real t-: it
the fast they the anthers imaginative mnnqptmu gf *.r‘imi :
e intended to produce was genyrated, b, mxﬁ mouldm;, ‘
st & companikively early age. The wmn gnig mra{\'m{
noilon, therefor, with t?hish anthoes, sx, thay, @ﬁ,ﬂm@
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wront to eomfort themselves, that, one of the greatest feats
ed by 1

) with the exercised judgment and chostaned tasto of riponed

iyears. 'We haveregarded the twenty-five years of Milton's
lifo hetween 1641 and the commencement of Paradise
Lost, s time ill 1sid out upon inferior work which any
ons could do, and which was not worth doing by any one.
Yet it may be made o question if in any other mode than
by sdjournment of his early desigm, Milton could have
attained to that unmion of original strength with eavere
restraint, which distingnishes from 21l other poetry, except
thet of Virgil, the three great poems of his old sge. If the
{atigne of age is sometimes felt in Paradise Repained, wo
feel in Paradiss Lost only (in the words of Chateaubriand),
“la maturité de Plige & travers les passions des légéres
anndes ; une chorme extraordinaire do viellesse et de
jeunesse,”

A still farther inference 18 warranted by the Trinity
College jottinga of 1641, Not the critics merely, but
readers ready to aympathise, have been sometimes inclined
to wish that Milton had devoted his power to a more
human snbject, in which the poet’s invention could have
had freer play, and for which his reader's interest coukl
have beon more ready.  And it has boon thought that the
choico of 2 Biblical t_indicates the natrowing effect

of nge, sdversity, and blindness combined.  Wonow kn 0w
that the Fall was 3 the themu, it not_determined. on,_ats
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whoaddressed a more limited andionce than the epic pocta,
took their plots froms the bost known legends touching the
fortunes of the royal houses of the Hellonic race. Now to
tho Enghish reedor of the sovonteenth contury—and the
same holds gogd tg this day-—there were only two eyclos of
persons and events sufficiently known beforchand. to sdmit
of being essumed by s poot. Ho muat go eitlior to the
Bible, or to the annals of England, Thus far Millen's
choico of subject was limited by the considerstion of the
public for swhom he wrote.

"~ Secondly, he was still farther reatrictsd by & condition

which the nature of his own intalligence imposed upon
himself, Tt was necessory for Milton that the ovents and
personzges, which were to arouse end detain his intereste,
ehounld Le real events and pereonages. The mero play of
fancy with the pretty aspects of things could not eatisfy him;
he wanted to feel beneath him a substantial world of reality.
Lo bad not the dramatisthy imagination which_can body
forth fietitious characters with such life-like reality that it
can and does itsclf, belteve in their existenco, Macaulay

+ has truly said_that Milton's gepius is lyrical, nyt dramatic.

His Jyro will only echio real emotion, and his imagination
iz only stirred by real circumstances,  In his youth he had
been within the fascination of tho romances of chivalry, 23
well in their original form, aa in the reproductions of
Ariosto ard Spenser.  While under this influence he had
thoaght of seeking his subject among the heroes of thess
Inys of old minstrolsy. And a3 one of his principles was
that his hero must be s national hero, it was of course
upon the Arthurian eycle that his aspiration fixed. When
he_did #o, he no doubt believed at least the historical
existence of Arthur, As soon, howover, as he came_to
enderstsnd the fabulona basis of the Atthurian Irgend,
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) breamo wnfidted for his wee. In the Tﬁtﬁi}‘{(}(‘ﬁﬂ'&ﬁv
MR, of 1641, Arthur hins already dissppasred from the List
of paszible mubjeets, 2 Jist which containe thint y-uight aug-
pestions of names from British or Saxen listory, such &8
“ortizern, Edward the Confussor, Harold, Machoth, &e.
While he demamled fhe basis of reality for hie person-
zgee, ho vt the same fime, with o true instinet, rejected all
that foll within the peried of well-asceriained history.” He-
wede the Conguest the lower limit of his choics.  In thiz
nepative decision againgt historieal romsnes wo yecognise
HMiltons judgment, rnd his corract estimate of his awn
powers,  Those who have heen thought to suceasd best in
sngrafting fiction upou history, Shelspsare or Walter
:Scott, have been eminently human poets, snd have
isnhieved their measure of suceera by investing some well- |
known pame with the afidbuter of ordinsry humanity:
sueh #s we all keow it This wag precizely what Milton
cold not havedone, e hed none of that sywpathy with
which Shaksprare embraced ol natural and common
efivetions of hix beother men,  Miltor, burning 2a Le did
with s cousuming fire of passion; ul yearing for rapt
communion with silest eouls, had withal an sleofiesy from
ordinary men aud weney, snd a proud dis.d;ﬁn of common-
pleer joy snd #arzow, which Linz led hesty Diographers and
eritine to roprezent him s haxd, wustere, eu icon man of
fron nevadl, This want of Dntercst incommon Yife disquali-
ficdd B for the tak of revivifying historic scenes,
Mitton’s mental consiitotion, then, demanded in the
mastesial upon whish it was o worl, s eambindtion of
gualitive suel e very fow subivele eould oifer, P
wventt atel fornnagss wont be ral and ﬁﬂ}fr&!ht:ﬁ?:ﬂ,;f&; he

.
ERE
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prmibd ned vecepy Plroadf sordonsly with sirs atlings and
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Cereatures of pure fancy. Vet they must not be such
events and personages as history had pourtrayed to us
with well-known characters, and sl their virtnes, faults
foibles, and liariti And, lastly, it was

that they » nhould _be the cpmmon property.and thnjamﬂm -

interest of o wide cirels of English readers.
These being the conditions required in the subject, it is
obvious that no choice was left to tho poet in the England

of the sevcutcenth century but a blbhcaLgu _Jnch And

hg{oggg_tg_ng_gt_l;g; single event in the Jewish annaly
Tho first section of the book of Genesis clothes in & dro-
metic form the dogmatic ides from which was developed
i the course of agea the whols echeme of Judaien.
Chnstian anthropology. In this world-drama, Heaven
shove and Hell beneath, the powers of light and those nf
darkness, are both brought upon the scene in conflict with
each other, over the fate of the inhabitants of our globe,
a minutoe bsll of matter suspended between two infi 3
This gigantic and bl 1 i3 g0 completely
mastercd by the poet’s imagination, that we ere made to
feel at one and the same time the petty dimensions of our
earth in comparison with primordial epace and almight

power, and the profound import to us of the iesue depend-
ing on the conflict, Other poots, of inferior powers, have
from time fo time sttempted, with different degrees of
success, gomo of the minor Scriptural histories ; Bodmer,
the Noachian Delnge; Solomon Gessper, the Death of
Abel, &e.  And Milton himself, efler ho had epent his
full strength upon his greater theme, recurred in Samson
Agonistes to one sach episode, which boe had deliberately

]
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vat eaide before, a8 ned riving verge enough for the sesap |
wf hiz soaring concoplion, SR

These considerations duly weighed, it will b -found
that the suljeet of the ¥all of Man was not o mmuch
Miltan's cholue us his neceesity,  Amongall the traditions
of the peoples of the earth, there §s nol extant another
story which could hiave bean sdequate to his demandss
Viographers may have been somewhal misled by "l
gpraking of himeclf us “long cloosing avd begiouing
Iate.”  He did not begin HB 1658, when he was
alrecdy 6y, and it s been somewhat bastily inforred
that he did not choots LM the date ot which he begen,
Bat, a0 wu bave eeen, he had slready chosen st dowst a5
catly o5 1642, when the plan of o drama on the subijedd,
and under the tithy, of Puradiss Losl was fully developed.
In the intorval botween 1642 and 1638, he changed the.
farm from e druns 1o an epic, bub his choice remained
uraltersl And oo the nddrees o {he san { Paradics Los,
tv. 32} wus campused ol the earlier of these dates, i
apgeeass that b bal alealy formalated even the rhytlos
end sadenee of the poum that was to e Like W‘y:en}w
worth's “ Werrior 7 A

Yo wranght
Cpoathe plan shat plons™d bes Loy iah {hnaght.

T have estl that thiz eubject of the Fall wis Milbas -
:}-fo.wi:;f, being the only sabjset whick his mind, %1 the
epaiens clreuits of ber musing” found lage ruough,
i’u" B ny abrigl o0 arbitemry chsles, so 14 was nol

furaed upon b foe withont, by ruezation of fiends, or -
e -4 "

eaiannd 6 6 padrogs W mat aedn memind onrssives
LI Y . . e . . .
taal Shin bl oo Culainine bringing wp,  And Cal.

2
iy dv, miere That . - .
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eafety for opeself, and for tho rest damoation. When
Milton was being roared, Calviniam was not old and sffete,
a mere doetrine, It was o living system of thought, and
one whick carriod the mind upwards towards the Eternal
swill, rather then downwarda towards my personal security,
Rells has £aid of the o1d Catholic views, foundad on sac.
ramental aymbolism, that they are more postical than sny
other religions concoption. ut it must be acknowledged
that a predestiparian schems, leadihg the cogitation up-
warl to dwoll upon “the heavenly things befors the
foundation of the world,” opens a vista of contemplation
and poctical framework, with which none other in the
whols eycls of human thaught ean compare.  Not election
and reprobation as sat out in the petty chicanery of Cal-
vin's Institutes, but the prsci of sbsolute wisdom
tovolving all the possibilities of time, space, and matter, |
Postry has been defined 23 “the suggestion by, the image
of nable grounds for noble emotions,” nad, in this seapect,
nona of the world-epics—~there sro ot mont five or six such
in ex\.xence-—cmx compom with Puradiee Last, _Thy

feg fadas

- rth. becnmoa 3
4mem apot in ﬁm J\hys)ml nuiverso, and that_ universs

. m dm;, suspended_in $ha_ mfinits _emupyrean. His

m ake
the g@aj 803 wheteen she ds " (I)ac(r. and Duc)
Tike his wn\empnmy "Paacal, B8 mind had beaten hee
s7ings egainst the prizon walls of }mm'm thangbt
The vastaes of the echomn of Paradis Lot ™y
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bezome more spparent to us if wo remark: e t wi thix. i
cmbraes, thets gooms to be coual plass for both the
rertoms of phyrceal srtronomy which were current in the
reventsenth century,  In England, about the timd Para.
dise Lot was being writien, the Coperniean theory, which,
plnced the sun in the eontro of our nystem, iwas :ﬂrc ady
the extablished Lolief of the fow well-informed.  The old
olemeis or Alphonsine system, which explained .{ﬁq
phenowens on the hypothesis of nine (or ten) Gianeparent”
Lollow spheres wheeling round the gtationnty cartly, was
el the reesived nstromomy of ordinary psopls. These
two huliefy, the one hased on science, though slill wanling
the calenletion which Newton wns to supply to malke it
demenctrative, the other supported by the {radition of
figea, were, o the time we spuak of, in presence of each
ther in the public mierd.  They are in presnncs of cach -
ather elro in Millon's epie. And the systems confront
each other in the poem, in much the rams relative posi-
tion which they occupied in the mind of the pablie. The
exdinary, hubitual mede of epeaking of eslestial pheno.
mens in l‘tulx‘ maie (ren Paradiss Lost, viil 3395 i 481,
Tae covzcions, or doctrinal, exposition of the rone pheno.
rmenn 3s Qoprspicany (oo Puradios Lot vill 139, Sharp
as {a ’*“ voutrasd between the tve eyatems, tha one heing
the duest contrudictory of the other, Uiy ur Imi;:o;l \
tgeiher, nol baroenised, within the vast cireuil of ‘ﬁm
;'*’"f* !‘u:*?'!ns“ml. '1‘11!* p:e'ci,v:: mw-‘wmﬂm '*f Lm u"xject
“133 winimis nux«."
enp p. 7 In the tmwemn of betng the diflsrenca
beswwesn o Bellocontric and & peocentrie
sdiyexvion dn of mopyall yrm:r.n;g
figed frie, frasill, fon
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realm of absolnte intelligence, The one {s the frivalous
paztizae of devils ; tho other the Graab Architect

Hath 1eft to their disputes, porkaps to move
His langhter a$ their quaint opiafons wide,

As onp, and_ the_principal, fnconsistency in Miltow's
presentment of his matter has yow been mentioned, a
Eﬁm‘?&—n}x. 2y bo made mpon the conteptual in-
cOPETLIES in Paradisg Lost. The poem ebounds in euch,
«od the enitics, from Addison downwards, have busied
thietieelves in finding ont more ond move of them. il

i, 449)—

That day I oft remember, wheu from aleep
1 ot avrale'd

But in the chronology of the poem, Adam himself, whose
creation preceded that of Eve, was hut, threa days old at
the time this reminiscence is repeated to him.  The mode
in whach the Son of God is spoken of is not either con-
;E(:é;x} ;\t-ﬁn-ﬁasiunism or consistent Arianism. Above
all thers is an incessant confusion of material aud im-
material in the acts sscribed to the angels.  Dr. Johnaon,
ywho wished for consistency, would have bad it presorved
“ by keeping immateriality out of sght”  And s genersl
arraigniment has been laid agaiust Milton of & vazueners
and lovseness of imasery, which contrasts unfavourshly
{#ith Tha wivid and procisa dotail of other poets, of
Hamer or of Dants, for example.
Now first, it ronst be said that Milton is not one of the
poets of inaccurste {megination, He could never, liks
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Scuit, bave Iot the procisa pleture of the sian on “stid
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ginn Ly oxishness of (Mml But ha mi snsderiaken io
prent, aol the wekl of hasn. expedence, bal 2 rapars
matural wovrld, peopled by supernatusl beings, God pnd
Wie Ber snpeds sud reshangels, dovila ;s wald in which
Mool Desthe mmy b {wn«x;m!.t}d sithout palpable
sanndity, Tsen }zirz ons bumwan polr are exceptions)

w

-
R
~
~e
3-.

B, from vl we nz preparsd not {0 demand con-

[
=3
o
22
>

-, . .
Hy o the ws of fife which now rwpil in our
%‘:n:!«i. H Ak

a il

1""“’“1 ali there spibiiusl per-nnay
te S'ur::-z t th eye, the pas t'.'ti woukl Lisve boon

-s'.i v We ehoubl fuve had ﬂm ricionlons fnatond
raevie of the Fifad, whers Iomelde
3, a1l rends ot eryivg home

o dor friter, Gnes er twies Milton hes veniarod too



Siin] PALATIED LOST, 183

nesr the limit of material adaptation, trying to explain
how nngelio natores subsist, a3 in the passage (Paradin
Lo, v. 405) where Raphael tells Adam that angels eat
and digest food liko man. Teste hers receives a shock,
becauss the incongraity, which befors was latent, is foreed
upon our eitention, ‘W ere threatened with being trans.
ported ont of the conventional world of Heaven, Hell,
Chaos, and Paradiee, i whith we had well adapted our
selves, into the real world in which wo know that such
beings could not hreaths and mave.

For the watld of Paradiee Lost i3 an idea, conventional
world, quite as muach as the world of the Arabinn Nights,
or the world of the chivalrons romancs, or that of the
pastoral movel. Not only dramatic, but_all, postry isv
founded on illusion, We must, thongh it bo but for tha
moment, sapposs it tras,  We mnst be transported out of
the actaal world into that world in which the given scens
islald. Tt is chisfly the business of tha post to cffect this
transportation, but the reader (or hearermust aid, *Willst
du Dichter gane verstehen, muset in Dichter's Lands
gehen”  If the reader’s imagination ia not sctive encugh
to nseist the poet, he must at least not resist him.  When
we 8o ouee insids the poet's heaven, our eritienl faculty
may justly require that what takes place thers shall ba
consistent with iteelf, with the laws of that fantastic
world, But we may not begin by oljecting that it i
impossible that such a sworld shonld exist. If, in any
age, the power of imagination is enfecbled, the rondex
hecomes roore noabls 4o make this effort; he ceases ta
co-operate with the port. luch of the eriticism on Parg.
diss Lost which wo moet with resalves iteelf into & refusad
on the part of tha critie, to make that {nitial abondowment
to the conditions which the past demands; & determina.
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tion tn inzist that hix hesven, propled with deilies, domi-
natians, principalitics, and powers, shall bave the swome .-
material haws which govern our plonstery system.  Itis
not, sz we often hear it said, thal the eritical faculty s
unduly doveloped in the nincteenth century, It is thal
the fmaginstive facully fxils us; and whon that is the’
cass, crticlem i3 powerless—it hm no fundamental ss-
sumption upen which iz judgments can proesed.

Itis tho trimaph of Milton's #kill to have made hi
ideal world actual, if not to every Faglish nind’s eye, yot
to a larger number of winds than heve ever heen reached
by ooy other peetry in our laugnage. Popular {in the
common wss of the word) Milton has nui_lmcu, and ¢ sunot
Lo, But the world he ersated has taken “possestiGR 6L
the puldic mind. HNuxley compling that the false
sosmozony, which wili "ot yiold to the counelusions of
reientitid Forvareh, o derived from the seventh book of

Yerefive Leaf, rather than from Geneste, This sugeeas
Milton owes partly to his eclection of hin wubject, partly
to hus ekill in haudling &t In his handling, he presents
big epintusl axistences with juet so much mlief g to. -
endow them with Hie sod parsonslity, end not with that
vizusl distinelpess width would st omce roveal their
spretead {innateriality, and eo give a chock to thin {lusion.
Wa might slioat gay of his pereonnges thot they are
shpey, “40 elipe §t might be edled;) that shiaps had
wwn™ By his art of suggestion by erancintion, he do
sl Be can to obl s to talire hiz agents, snd sv the
mowent when distinetness would disturh, he withdrasws
the wbpeet ints s omisg snd no digreiies the ineangruitiss
m;tc?x By oeantd nod aveld,  The tsat thst nvolds
fhoulties inherat dn the noburs of things, iz an an
whith gole the bhael appredation eithor in e or i s

-
ey
ot
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ture. DBut if wo wonld have zome measure of the akill
which in Paradise Lost hes madoe impossible beings
possible to the imagination, we may find it in contrasting
them with the incarnated abstraction and spirit voices,
which wo encounter at overy turn in Shelley, ereatures
who leave behind them no more distinct Impression than
thet we have been in « dream peopled with ghosts.
Shellay, too,

Voyag’q th’ unreal, vast, unbodnded deep
Of kerriblo confusion.
Paradise Lost, x. 470.

and left it tho chaos which he found it. Milton bas
elicited from similer clements n conception so life-like
that his poetical version has inseparably grafted iteelf upon,
if it has not taken the place of, the historical narrative of
the original creation.

So much Milton has effected by his skilful trcatment.
But the illusion was preatly facilitated by his choico of
subject.  Ho had not to create his supernatural personages,
they wero already thora, The Father, and the Son, the
Angels, Satan, Baal and Moloch, Adam and Eve, wers in
full possession of the popular imagination, and more
familiar to it than any other sct of known names, Nor
was the belief accorded to them a half belief, a hare ad-
mission of their possible existence, such sa prevails st
other times or in some countries. In the Ingland of
Milton, the angels and devils of the Jewish Scripturea were
more real beings, and better vouched, than eny histotical
porsonages conld bo.  The old chronicles wero full of lies,
but thus was Bible truth, There might very likely havs
Yoen o Henry VIIL, and he might have boen such as he
ia deseribed, but at any rate he was dead and gons, while
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Sistan I} Hved and walled the earth, (hn idunﬁ&i\ Satan;
who hed decsived Bvo.
Nor was it only to the postic public that Iﬂa peraamg‘ |
wors resd, triue, and living beings, The poct himealiite.”
lioved o8 entirely in their existonce es did bie readere= Y
*nsist upon thia point, becaven one of the first of Jivibg '
writics has declared of Paradiee Losf that it is n podm’iﬁ"
¥ attifiee of in“'-:";ti-m ir conreionaly em ?m wi,g
£ i aoble’
b; zm} Imnn fmtll. (}a:s!xm, Seaame il Li I-H, p 1:3.~,)
On the contrary, we shall ot rightly approhond either the”
poetry -or the charsctar of the poet uniil we fecl that:
throughont Paradiss Lost, 63 in Paradize Regaited and’
Samen, Milton felt himself to be standing on the sure
groond of {act and reality. It was not in Milton's nabire
to be o showman, parsding befors an audience 0 phontas.
magarin of epirits, whick ke himeclf know to o puppeta
tricked up for the entortuinment of an idle hour, Woara
told by Lockhart, that the old man who told the story of
Uilpin Horner to Lady Dalkeith bond fide bolioved tho
existencs of the el  Lady Dabinith ropeaied the tals to-
Walter Seott, who worked it up with consummate skill
into the Lay of the Last Minstrel, This is 8 coss of o
really believed legend of disblerie beeoming the sonres of
s literary fction,  Scott noithur believed in the reality of,
tho goblin page himself, nor expocted his maders to belisve
it He could not rise beyond the postry of amusermont,
snd no postry with only this rwotive can ever bs more then
Jitersry art,

Other than thix wsa Milton's eoncoption of Lis own
function. Of the fashiopable verse, sueh 25 wor wrilton
in the Caroling age, ov in rny ago, he disapproved, not only’
tocanme 4wy baparfesy ant, but booswss it wes anbros

ut, cone url
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ulfcrancs, Poems that were raisod “from the heat of
youlh, or tho vapours of wine, liko thst which flows at
waste from the pen of some vulgar smourist, or the
trencher fury of a rhyming parasito” were in his syes
treachery to the poot's hizh vocation,

Poetical powers “are the fnspired gift of God rarely bostowed
+ «« inevery nation, and are of power, beside the offic of a pulpit,
to imbreed and cheyieh in o great peopls the seeds of virtne snd
publie civility, to allay the perturbation of the mind, and set the
afiections in right tune; to celebrats i glorions and lofty
hymns the throne and equipage of God's almigbtiness, and what
lxe worh‘ and what l\u xuﬁ'nm to be wronght m(l\ lngh pmvndente
IR -, - Jint,
. TN - . © o anlly
.. - the
general relapses of kmgdoms and states from justice aud God's
true worship.”

So he had written in 1642, and this lofty fauh in his
calling supported him twenty years later, in the arduone
labour of his sttempt to realise hia own {deal. In eotting
himaelf down to composs Paradiss Loat and Regained, he
regarded himself not ss an suthor, but as a mediom,
the mouthpicce of  that eternal Spirit who can ensich}
with oIl utterance and all knowledgs: Urania, Leavenly
wause,” visita him nightly,

And dictotes to mo slamb'ring, or ingpives

Lasy my unpremeditated veres
Paradiss [ros, iz, 24,

Urania bestowe the flowing words and musical sweetness ;
to God's Spirit he looka to

Shine inward, aud the mind through all ber powera
Irrsdiats, thero plant eyes, 21l mist from thence
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It the post-prophet would tell the story of creation or
ption, he was thus ined not only by the genctal
outline and imagoery of the Bible, but by its very worde.
And hore we must note the skill of the poet in surmount-
ing an added or actificial difficulty, in the eulject ho had
chosen es combined with his notion of inspiration. He
must pot deviate in a singlo syliablo from the words of
tha Hebrow books. Ho must take up into Liy poem the
whole of the sacred narrative. Thia ho must do, not
morely because his readers would expect such literal
accuracy from him, but bocause to himsolf that narrative
was the very truth which he was undertaking to deliver.
The sdditions which his {ancy or mepiration might supply
mnst bo restrained by this severa Iw, that they should be
such as to axd the reader’s imagination to conceive how
the event took place, They must by no means be sufferec
to alter, disfigure, traduce the substapce or the letter of the
revelation, This 1a what Milton has dene,  He has told
the etory of creation in the very words of Seriptora
Tho whols of the ecventh book, fs Iittle mors than :
paraphrase of a fow verses of Genesis. What ho ha
added is eo little incongruous with his onginal, tha
most English men snd women would probably have
some difficulty in discriminsting in recollection the pari
they derive from Moses, from that which thoy bave adde
from the paraphrast. In Gemesis it is the serpent whc
tempts Eve, in virtus of his natural wiliness. In Miltor
it is Satan who has entered into the body of a serpent
end supplied the intelligenco. Hero indeed Milton wat
only edopting a gloss, 25 ancient at Jeast as the Book o
Wisdom (ii. 24). But it 1s the gloes, end not the text o.
Moses, which is in poseession of our minds, and who hs
dene most to lodge it then., Milton or the commentators’
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Arain, it ia MiBon owd ot Mosan whe makes ﬂw errpent
phark snd ent the firsl :yﬁ from the fren.” Bul By
Witsan commentn upon the words of Guneds (i 6) e=
thoupt: Uhey contained this pavely Miltopic eireumetanee.

Tt couid nardly but be thet one o bwo of the incidents
whish Mitton bas sapplisd, the popular imagination hus
been vnsble to hemelogatz, Such an incident is ihe’}
plasing of sriifhry in the wane in heaven,  We rejes
this .«mgg;-m.o. y, end find i omors probabilily, But ¥
wourld not o o improhahle to Milten's contemporaring,
not enly lemagss it mm nrarticle of the reeeived postis
teadition {aor Ronsard €, po 40), but also becauss fire.rms
had not quite censed {0 be rezanted a5 & davilich enginery
of n new warlus, unfair in the knightly codeof }m;mur,
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the re of chivabry,
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which cfpis W dowr x"ﬁ. belp us o congeive the
Ataxtion, A sappection of Chateanbriand mey themfor
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(Paradize Lost, x. 300), leading from the month of hell
to the wall of the world, has a chilling effect upon the
imagination of a modern reader. It does not assist the
conception of the cosmical system which wo sccopt in the
eatlier booka. This clumay fiction seams more at home
in the grotesque and lawless mythology of the Turke, or
in the Persian poet Sadi, who is said by Marmontel to
have sdopted it from tho Turk. I Milton's intention
wero to reproduce Jecob’s ladder, he should, like Dante
(Parad. xxi. 25), have made it the means of comnmus
nication botween heaven and carth,

It is pos«ible that Milton himself, after the experiment
of Paradiss Lost was fully before bim, suspeeted that ho
bad supplemented too much for his purpoze; that his
imagery, which was designed to illustrate history, might
etand in its light. Tor in the composition of Paradis
Rrgained (published 1671} he hay sdopted o much esvere:
style. In this poem he Liss not only curbed his imagi
nation, but bas almost suppressed it He has amplified,
but ks hardly introduced any circumetanco which is not
in the original.  Paradize Repasned is little more than a
paraphrass of the Temptation a3 found 1n the synoptical
gospels, It {a o matvel of ingennity that mors than twe
thoneand linca of blank yerss can have been constructed
out of some twenty lines of prose, without the addition of
sny invented intident, or the insertion of any irrelevant
digression.  In the first three books of Parudise Regainzd
there is not o single simile. Nor yet can it be said that
the version of the gospel narrative has the fanlt of mos!
paraphrascs, viz, that of weakening the effoct, and ob-
literating the chiselled featares of the original. Iat s
roader take Paradise Ilegained not a2 o theme uted 2s ¢
canvar for poetical embroidery, an opportunity for an authm
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%::;rhn?r off hiz powers of writing, but &5 dond rgfzm‘tem _
o imprees upon the wind the slory of the Tvvpmtmn, ‘
ard he will cer.\mﬂ» Apa the conerald art of the genuine
eple post, bent before all things upon telling his ‘i’zle« g
switl still he capable of being :‘dlmed thet the story told
dose mot inderest; that ﬁm composition is dry, hard,
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butes of poctry. It §z not neoesaary indesd that en epie
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cpie poso multipliclty of chamcter and variofy of in-
eident.  In Paralise Resatned there sre only two por-
sonsges, both of whem are mupermatoral  Indeed, they
can scarcely bo called porsonages; the poef, in hix fidelity
to thy Instter, not having thought fit to open up the feriile
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charseter of Christ.  The speakers are no woro {han the
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or both may have conenrred to the common effect. In
favour of the hypothesis of zenility is the fact, recorded
by Phillips, that Milton “conld nob hear with patience
sny such thing when related fo him.” The reader will
pleate to noto that thia i the original etatement, which
the critica have improved into the statement that he
preferred  Paradise Regained to Paradise Lost. But
his approval of his work, even if it did not amount to
preference, looks like the old man's fondness for his
youngest and weakest offspring,

Another view of the matter, bowever, iz st Jeast
possible, Milton'a theory as to the true mode of
handling a biblical e\xbject was, as I hnve said, to add
no more dressing, or sdventiti , than
should aseist the conception of the eacred verity. Afler
he bad executed Parudize Lost, the auspicion arose that
he had becn too indulgent to his imagination ; that he
had created too much. He would make a second experi-
ment, in which he wonld enfores hia theory with wmore
vigour, In the composition of Paradise Lost he must
bave experienced that the int he imposed upon
himself had genernted, a8 waa said of Racine, *a pleni-
tude of soul,” He might infer that were the compression
carriod still further, the reaction of the spirit might be
still inereased, Portry he had said long before should be
¢ gimple, sensuous, impassioned  (Tractate of Educatuom),
Nothing enhances passion like simplicity. So in Paradise
Regained Milton hes earried simplicity of dress to the verge
of nakedness, It is probably the mest nnadorned poem
extant in any lapgusge. o has pushed severs abstinence
to the extreme point, possibly beyond tho point, where a
reader’s power is atimulated by the poet’s parsimony. -

1t may clucidate the intention of the author of Para-

°
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dise Regained, if wo contrast it fora mamoutw
constructed vpon the opposite principle, ﬂmt, ¥iz, 'y
maximum of adornment. Claudian's Rape ofAI’ c
{s.0. 400} is one of the most rich and claborate ‘
over written. Ib has in commmon mth I\mton th' ¢

ambxtmn was to overlay his atory mth the g:ﬂd
jewellery of expression and invention. Kothmg
nawed without being carved, decked, aud coloured "l (__m
the inexhaustible resources of tho poet’s treasury,  This'is
not dons with ostontations pomp, as the }xypcrbohm
hetoes of vulgar novelists avo painted, but always itk
taste, which though lavish is discriminating, g

Milton, like Wordsworth, wrged his theory of p:mn
mony farther in practice than he would have done, hac
b ot been porsessed by o opirit of protest against pre
vailing emor.  Bilton's own ideal was the chisellet
susterity of Greek tragedy. Dut ho was impelled ﬂ
averdo the aystem of holding back, by his desire to chal
lenge the evil spirit which was sbroad.  Ho would sepa
rato himself not only from the Clevelands, the D‘.nlmms
and the Drydens, whaom he did not acconut as posts &
all, bul cven from the Spensoriens, Thus, instead- 6
sovere, he becamo rigid, and his plainness i3 not un
frequently jejuna. :

“Pomp and ostentation of reading” he had on&
w:ursn, “ir admired among the vulgar; but, in malter
1 of religion, ho is learnedest who is plainest.” As ‘i?c:rda
worth had sttempled to regenerale poutey by recurring 4
eature and o common oljects, Milion would rovert &
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the pure Word of God.. He wonld present no human
adumbration of goodness, but Christ Himsell He saw
that here sbsolute plainness was best, In the presence
of this unique Being silence alone became the poet. This
“higher argument” was “sufficient of itself” (Paradise
Lost, ix. 43).

There aro some painters whose work appeals only to
painters, and not to the public. So the judgment of
poets and critics has been moroe favourable to Paradiss
Regained thyn the opinion of the aversge reader, John-
gon thinks that “if it had been written, not by Milton,
but by some imitators, it would receive universal praise.”
Wordsworth thought it  the most perfect in execution of
anything written by Milton” And Coleridgo says of it
“in its kind it is the most perfect poem extunt,”

There is & school of critica which maintains that a poem
ia, like a status or a picture, a work of pure art, of which
besuty is the only characteristic of which the reader
should be cogrisant. And beauty is wholly ideal, an abso-
lute quality, out of relation to person, time, or circum-
stance. To such readers Samson Agonistes will seem tame,
an s Toeeer Tl et e

tersporary history, it b human, pregnant with real
woe, the record of an heroic zonl, not baffled by temporary
advexsity, but totally defeated by an jrreversible fate, and
unflinchingly accepting the situation, in the firm con-
viction of the rightcousness of the causa Kf fiction in
truer than fact, fact is more tragic than fiction. In the
course of the lony atruggle of human liberty sgainst the
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marriage with a Philistine woman, out of saympathy with
him or his esuse, and his bliudness ; and the basis of
reality b sa complets, that the inal

of the drams slmoat disappesr bebind the hutory which
wo read through them.

But while for the blographer of Milton Sameon
Agontsles is charged with s pathos, which as the ex-
preasion of real suffering no fictive {mgedy can equal, It
musy bo felt that a8 o composition tho drama is Janguid,
nerveloss, occasionally halting, never brilliant. If- the

. dato of the composition of tho Samson be 1663, this may
bave been the resnlt of wearinees sfter the effort of
Paradise Lost. I this drama wero comporcd in 1667,
it would be the author's list poetical effort, and the
natural explanation would then be that his power over.
languags_was fu]mg The power of metaphor, i.e. of
Todireet expresswn, is, according to Aristotls, tho cha
ractoristic of genjus. It springs from vividness of con
ception of the thing spoken of. It is evident that this
{ntense action of the presentstive ficully s no longer at

tho disposal of the wntur of Sanuon. In_Paradisa_Re-

it AF u

roid wre nen ot

@_um i s ﬂnggm.a of the forcea, [ dmng op of lhe
rich agurees | from which had_enoe Rawed. the galden strear
of suggestive phrase which makea Parardise Lest o nvique
monument ggl"m_ggguh langoage. I could almost fancy
{hat the consciousness of deesy uttors itzolf in the lires
(594)—
I feel miy genial epirite droop,
Ly hopos all flat, natars within me seems
In all kar fanctions weary of herslf,
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anthoorn wars unt mersly familiar etions, or extablished
poetiond gvra.*.}.z::riz-us; thiny wern evil ppivits.  That they
worg £ wan the croel of the early interpreters. In thelr
Aerpena) nTY the Hebresr ared s Grook pm’ y had o eome
sain rannl. Tp o the sdvent of Christ, the fallen

-2

redr fos § Yeen purmitiod o delade nembind. To Milton,
wi by dereney Moloeh wae Mars, and Chomosh Prisput,
Plato wpew of hell e Tarlsrue, and the Lattls of the

seba s Hoded in pa B Ewu, but nn obzeared $adition
of tho w3y onee woped fuohesven, What hes beoy nde
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ARTES «‘:< af the beathen worbd were $hn relilious angals
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Hidfton wos pearly the Tt of dur peoat writem who Ve
Sy poeeed of fhe dusutine, Hiz pedem now
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longer sharo it with-tho poot. In Addison’s time (1712)
somo of the imaginary persons in_Paradise Lost worn
b g to make greater demands upon the faith o of
xeadcm, than thoso cool rationalistio Limes could meet.

There is an element of decay and death in poerms whick
wo vainly style immortal, Somo of the sources of
Milton’s power aro alresdy in process of drying up. Ido
not, speak of the ordinary eaducity of language, in virtue
of which every effusion of the human spirit is lodged in
& body of death, Milton suffers little as yot from this
canse, Thero are fesw lines in his poems which aro less
intelligible now, than they were ot the time they wers
written. This is_partly to bo aseribed to his limited
vocabulary, Milton, in his verse, using not more “than
_eight thousand words, or about half the number used by
Shn-!\sapcnm. Nay, tho position of our earlicr writers has
been improved by the mero spread of the English langunge
over & wider area.  Addison apologised for Paradise Lost
falling short of the Eneid, because of the inferiority of
the languago in which it was written. “8o divine a
poem in Englich is like a stately palaco built of Lrick.”
Tho defects of English for purposes of rhythm and bar-
mony are 83 great now as they.ever were, but the space
that our apeech fills in the world is vastly increased, snd
this increaso of consideration is reflected back upon our
older writers.

But if, a5 » treasury of poetic speech, Paradise Lost

[ Byapenc mess | e e o e
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Whatever fortune may bo in store for Paradize Joat i
the time to coms, Miltons choice of mubject was, at the
time ho wrote, the only one which offered bim the
guarantess of reality, nuthenticily, and divine toih
which he required. 'We peed not thorefors earch the
sunals of literature to find the poem which may have
given the first suggestion of the fall of man as s subject
This, however, has been done by curious antiquaries, and
a list of more than twe dozon authors bas been made
from ono or other of whom Milton may have taken cithe:
the general ides or particular hints for single incidents
Milton, without being a very wide reader, was hikely t
bave rcen the Adamus Erid of Grotiua (1601), and ki
certainly had read Giles Fletcher's .Chrief's Sictory an;
Triumph {1610). Thero are traces of vorbal reminizecne
of Sylvester's translation of Du Bartas. But ont of th
long entalogue of hLis predecessors thern sppear only three
who can claim fo have concoived the eame thema witl
anything like tho same breadth, or on the same eoale o
Milton has dome. Thesn aro the eocalled Cedmon
Andreini, and Vondel.

1, The snonymons AngloSiton poem which prsze
under the name of Credmon has this ons poiut of resem
blance to the plat of Paradiss Lost, that in it the seductios
of Eve is Batan's revengo for his expulsion from heaven
As ¥roncis Junius wey much oceupied opon this porm o
which he published the text in 1655, it is Iikely enougl
that ho ehonld have talked of it with his friend Milton

2. Voltaire related that Milton during his tonr in Ital)
(1638) had seon performed L'Adamo, n racred drama B
the Florentine Giovanni Dattists Andreini, and that ki
“book from that ridicalous trifle” the hinl of the “noblw
product of human fasgination.” Though Voltairs relate
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thisor noyaalier of fazé, 105 'Er‘fuu if it be more than
ah oen it which he bad -%M up in Landen soeiely,
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keeps much moro closely, both In its personages and in
its ordering, to Andreini, (il) In Phillips’s Theatrum
Portarum, o compilation in which be had his uncle's
help, Andreini is mentioned sa anthor "of s fantastic
poer entitled Olivastro, which was printed at Dologna,
1642, I Andreini was known fo Edward Phillips, the
infercnco is that he was known to Milton.

3. Lastly, thongh external evidence is hers wanting,
it cannot be doubted that Milton was acquainted with
the Lucifer of the Dutch poet, Joost van den Vondel,
which appeared in 1664, This poem is a regular five-act
drams in the Dutch langusge, s language which Milton
was ghle to rcad In epite of commercial rivalry and
naval war thero was much intercourse between the two
republics, and Amsterdam books came fn regular course
to London. Tho Duatch drmmna turns entirely on the
revolt of the angels, and their expnlsion from heaven, the
fall of man being but a sabordinate incident. In Para.
dise Lost the relation of the two events is inverted, the
fall of the angels being thero an episode, not traneacted,
but told by one of the personages of the epic It ia
therefora only in one book of Paradiee Logt, the sixth, that
tho infleenco of Vondel can bs looked for. There may
possibly occur in other parts of our epic single lines
of which an eriginal may ba found in Vondel's drama,
Notably such & one ia the often-quoted—

Better to reign in bell than servo in heaven,
Paradise Lost, L 263

which is Vondel's——

T liover d'eersto Vorst in eonigh Iager hol
Dan in't gezalight lickt da twoeds, of noch een minder!

Bat it is In the aixth book only In which anything moze
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tion failed him ; it was identified with himsell His verse
flowed from his own soul, bat hs was o zon] which had
grown up nourished with the spoil of ull the agea. He
erested his opie, 08 metaphysicians have mid that God
created the world, by drawing it out of himeell, not by
building jt up out of elements supplied ab extra.

The resomblances to earlier pocts, Greek, Latin, Ttalian,
which could be pointed out in Paradiee Lost, were 8o
numerous that in 1695, only twenty-one years after
Milton's death, an editor, one Patrick Huma, a school-
maaster in the neighbourhood of London, was employed by
Tonson to point out the imitations in an annotated edition.
From thet time downwards, the diligence of our literary
sutiquaries has been busily employed in the eame track of
research, and it hes been extended to the English poets, o
feld which was overlooked, or not known lo the first
collector.  The result is & valuable accumulation of parallel
passages, which have been swept up into our variorum
Miltons, and make Paradise Lost, for English phrascology,
what Virgil was for Latin in the middlo ages, the centro
round which the study moves. The learner, who desires
to cultivate his feeling for tho fine shades and varistions
of oxpression, bis here s rich opportunity, and will acknow-
ledge with gratitude the laborions services of Nowton,
Pearcs, the Waztons, Todd, Mitford, and other compilers,
But these heaped-up citations of parallel psssages some-
what tend to hide from ua the seeret of Miltonic language.
Wo aro apt to think that the magical effect of Milton’s
words has been produced by painfully inlaying tesserm
of borrowed metaphor—a mosaic of bits enlled from exton-
eive reading, carried along by o rotontive memory, and
pioced together 8o s to produce a new whole, with the

its art of a Jap binet-maker. It iz pome-
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texture of his verse s euggestion of secondary meaning, a
meaning which has been scereted to the words, by their
passage down the consecrated stream of classical poetry.
Bilton quotes very little for a man of much reading. He
saya of himaelf (Judgment of Bucer) that he “never could
delight in long citations, much less in whole traductions,
whether it bo natural disposition or education in me, or
that my mother bore me a speaker of what God made
mine own, and not e translator”  And the observation is
84 0ld as Biskop Newton, that “thero is scarce any suthor
who has written so much, and upon such varions subjects,
and yeb quotes go little from his cotemporary authors.” Itis
said that “* he could repeat Homer almost all without book,”
Buot wa know that common minds aro apt to explain to
themselves the working of mental superiority, by exagge-
rating the power of memory. Milton's own writings remain
a sufficient evidenco that his was not a verbal memory.
And, psychologically, the power of imagination and the
power of verbal memory, are almost always found in
inverse proportion.

Milton's diction is tha elaborated outcome of nll the best
words of all antecedent poetry, not by & process of recol-
lected reading and storago, but by the same mental habit
by which we learn to speak our mother tongue. Only, in
the case of the poet, the voeabulary scquired hes o now
meaning superadded fo the words, from the occasion on
which they have been proviously employed by others,
Words, over and above their dictionary signification, con-
note all the fecling which has gathered round them by
reason of their employment through a hundred generations
of song. In the words of Mr, Myers, “ without ceasing
10 bo a logical step in the argument, a phrase becomes a ™
centre of ersotional force, The complex associations which
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putting together words, which it kad hrcome, Iz project
ing this abandonment of the received tradition, it may ba
thought that Wordsworth was condemning the Miltonia
system of expression in itself. Dub this was not so.
Milton's langage bad b.e_tﬂ_xga in the hands of { Aho imitators
of the elghteenlh contury Fotmd without aemo“"husk
wllhoqt'ﬁm Korniel, & & Dody of WwaidE wit
"Tﬂry. “$iiton Tiad crented and wielded nm
which was boyond tho control of any less than himeclf,
He ueed it 08 o living language ; the portasters of the
eighteenth century wroto it a3 2 dead language, as boys
niske Latin verses, Their postry is to Paredise Lost, 25
a modern Gothie restoration is fo & genuine middle-age
church. It was against the feeble race of imitators, and-
not against the master himself, that the protest of the lake
poet way maised, Ho proposed to do away with the
Miltonic vocabalary altogether, not because it way in iteelf
vicious, but because it econld now only be employed st
eecondhand,
PO R

b .

r . P T -

learnt Welsh ; an English poem is only for those who
understand English. But of understanding English there
ore many degrees ; it requires some education to under-
stand literary stylo at all. A large majority of the natives
of any country possess, and use, only s small fraction of
thei: mother tongus. Theso peoplo may ba left ont of the

C Ives only to that small part of
our millions which we spenk of as the educated classes,
that is those whose schooling i3 carried on beyond fourteen
years of ago, it will be found that enly a small fraction of

¥
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some labour and studicus watchinge I have tlred ont
almost o whols youth” ¢ Labour and intense stedy I
take to be my portion in this life” He would know,
not all, but “ what was of use to know,” and form himself
by assiduous cultare, The first Englishman to whom the
desiguation of our series, Men of Lelters, i approprists,
Milton was also the noblest example of the typs. He
cultivated, not letters, but himself, and sought to emter
{nto possetsicn of his own mental kingdom, not that ke
might reign thero, but that he might royally use ita re-
sources in building up & work, which should bring hononr
to his country and his pative tongue.
W@MUS then only the natural ex-
pression of a soul thus exquisitely nourished upon the best
thonghts and finest words of all ages. It is the language
of one who lives in thu companionship of the great and
the wise of past time. It is inevitable that when such a
one speaks, his tomes, hia accent, the melodies of his
rhythm, the inner harmoniea of his linked thoughts, the
greee of his ellusive touch, should escape the common ear,
To follow Milton one should at least have tasted the
same training through which he put himself. *Te quogue
dignum finge deo.” The many cannot seo it, and com-
plain that the poet is too learned. They would have
Milton talk like Bunyan or William Cobbett, whom they
understand. Milton did attempt the demagogue in his
pamphlets, only with the result of blemishing his fame and
degrading his genius, The poetry jathat swhich solle.
apon s to rise to it, not that which writes down to.na.
ok e xo0d 1o populay.
He thirsted for renown, but he did not confound renows
with voguo. A poet hss his choice between the many
and tha few ; Milton chose the faw. * Pancis hujusmodi
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of & delicats tasto for the hackneyed In litorary expression;
it was the lofty disdain of aspiring virtue for the sordid
and jgnoble,

Various Ingredients, constitutional or el tantial,
conewred to produce this repellent or unsympathetic atti-
tude in Milton. His dogmstic Calvinism, from the effects
of which his mind never recovered—~a eystem which cosily
dispozes to a cynieal abasemont of our fellow.men—countad
for gomething. Something mnst bo sst down to habltual

verse with the classi which tends to fm.
part to character, as Platner eald of Godfroy Hermann, “s
certain grandenr and g "y d from the spirit

of ea'bal and mean c\mmng which provail among men of
the world.” is blindness threw him out of the com-
petition of life, and back upon himeelf, in a way which
wes sure to foster egotism. Thess wers constitutionsl
elements of that aloofness from men which characterised
&l his utterance, Theso disposing causes became inex-
orzblo fate, when, by the turn of the political wheel of
fortune, he found him=clf slone amid the mindless
dissfpation and reckless materialism of the Restoratl
He folt himself then &t war with human soclety ae
constituted sround him, end was thus driven to with.
dmw himself within a postle world of his own eres-
tion.

In this antagonism of the poet to his age much war
lost ; much energy wes consumed in what wos mere
friction. The artist is then most powerful when he finds
himself in accord with the ags ho lives in. The pleni.
tude of art is only reached when it marches with the
sentiments which possess & community. Tho defiant
altituda casily elides info paradox, and the mind falsin
love with its own wilfulness, Tho axceptional emergence
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the ono hand, the public conld net take more than three
oditions—say 3000 copics—of the plays of Shakespears
in sixty years, from 1623 to 1684 Xf this were a fair
measure of possihle circulation at tha time, wo shonld
have to pronounce Milton's eale a great success. On the
other hand, Cleveland’s poems ron through sixteen or
seventeon editions in about thirty yeara If this were
the average ontpnt of a popular book, the inference
would be that Paradise Lost was not such a book.

Whatover conclasion may be the tros one from the
amount of the public demand, we cannot be wrong in
azserting that from the first, and now as then, Paradise
Lost bas been moro admired than read. The poet's wish
and expectation that he ehould find * fit andience, though
fow,” has been fulfilled. Partly this has been due to
his limitation, his unsympathetic disposition, the de-
ﬁciency of the human element in his imagination, .and

Ercsg:&hon of mythical instend of real beings. But
it 18 alao 1 part o tribute to his excellence, and is to bo
aseribed to the lofty strain which requires more effort to
accompany, than an sverage reader is sble to make,
majestic demenvour which no parodist has been able to
degrade, and a wealth of ollusion demauding more
literaturo than is possessed by any but the fow whose life
is lived with the poeta. An appreciation of Milton is the
last reward of consummated scholarship; and we may
apply to him what Quintilian hns said of Cicero, “Illo ae
profecisse seiat, cui Cicero valde placebit.”

Canses other then the inherent faults of the poem
long continued to weigh down tha reputation of Paradise
Lost. In Great Dritain the senss for art, poetry, litera-
turs, s “confined to a fow, whils onr political life has
been diffused end vigorons. Henes all judgment, even
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poet, Miltow's repute was the work of the Whigs. The
first lition de luzs of Poradise Last (1688) was brought
out by a subseription got up by the Whig leader, Lord
Bowers. In this edition Dryden's pinchbeck epigram a0
ofton quoted, first sppeared—

Three poots in three distapt ages Lo, &a,

It was the Whig essayist, Addison, whoss papers in the
Spectator (1712} did most to make the poem popularly
known, In 1737, in the height of the Whig ascendancy,
tho bust of Milton penctrated Westminster Abbey, though,
in the generation before, the Dean of that day had refused
{o edmit an inscription on the monument erected to John
Phillips, bocausa the nawe of Milton ocenrred in it.

Tho zeal of the Liberal party in the propagation of the
eult of Muton was of cowss encountered by an equal
passion an the part of the Tory oppesition. They wers
exasperated by tho lustre which was roflected upon Re-
volution principles by the name of Milton, About the
middle of the eightoonth century, when Whig populanty
was elroady beginning to wune, a desperste attempt was
made by a rising Tory pamphleteer to crush the new Liberal
jdol  Dr. Jobtson, the most vigorous writer of the day,
conspired with ons William Lauder, a native of Scotlend
soeking fortune in London, to stamp out Milton's credit by
proving him to be a wholesale plagiavist. Milton's imita-
tions—he had puthered pearls wheraver they wers ta bo
found—wero thus to be fumed into an indictment against

V him. One of tho boauties of Paradise Lost is, 23 has boon
already Eaid, Uia cholir's BAVGHr_of literary reminiscunce
which bangs about its words and images, This Virglian
aft, in which Milton has surpassed hus mastez, was repre-
sented by this pair of literary bandits as theft, end held
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ployed all his vigarons powers and constmmats skill to
writa down Milten, He undouhtedly dealt & heavy blow
st the pot’s repulation, and ded in damaging it for
nt least two goncrations of readors. He did for Milten
what Aristophanes did for Socrates, effaced the real man
and replaced him by a distorted and degradi

It was again & clergyman o whum Milton owed his
vindication from Lauders onslaught. Johu Douglas,
afterwards bishop of Salisbury, brought Bowlt's materials
bafore tho public, Bat the high Anglican section of
English 1ifs hes never thoroughly accepted Milton, R. B.
Hawker, vicar of I\Iorwenstow, himself & poet of real foel-
{ng, gave oxpression, in rabid abuse of Milton, to the
antipathy which more judicious churchmen suppress.
Even the calm snd geptle author of the Ckristian Year,
wide heart illsorted with a narrow creed, deliberately
framed s theory of Poetic for the express purpose, as if
would seem, of excluding the author of Paradise Lost
from tho first elass of pocts.

But s work such ss Milton has consiructed, at once
intense and elaborate, finmly knit and broadly lsid, csu
afford to wait. Time is all in its favour, and agaiost its
detractors, ‘The Church never forgives, and faction does
not dis out.  But Bilion has been, for two centaries, get-
ting beyond the reach of party fecling, whether of friends
or foes, Tu each national aggregate an instinet is always
at work, sn instinet not equal to exact diserimination of
lesser degrees of merit, but surely finding out the chiel
forces which have found expression in the native tongue.
This instinct is not an active faculty, and so expased to the
{nfluences wh)ch waIp thn will, it is a passive deposition
from Our istion of eur
noat {3 not to be memmd by our choosmg kim for out
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to prove at once moral obliquity and intellectrial’ feeble~f'
pess. This line of criticism was well chosen’; it was; 3
fact, an appeal to the many from the few. Unluckﬂy fo
the plot, Lauder was not satisfied with the amount of ré-.
semblance shown by real parsllel passages. He ventured‘j
upon the bold step of forging verses, closely resembhng
lines in Paradiss Lost, and ascribing these verses to older
pocts. He even forged verses which he quoted as if from
Paradise Lost, and showed them as Milton’s plagigrisms
from preceding writers. Iven these clumsy fictions
might have passed without detection ab that unecritical
period of our literature, and under the shelter of the name
of Samuel Johnson. But Lauder’s impudence grew with.
the success of his criticisms, which he brought out as letters,
through a series of years, in the Gentleman's Magazine,
There was a translation of Paradise Lost into Latin
hexameters, which had been made in 1680 by William
Hogg. Yauder inserted lines, taken from this translation,
into passages taken from Massenius, Staphorstius, Taub-
mannus, neo-Latin poets, whom Milton had, or might have
read, and presented these passages as thefts by Milton.
Low as learning had sunk in England in 1750, Hogg's
Latin Paradisus amissus was just the book, which tutors of
colleges who could teach Latin verses had often in their
hands. Mi. Bowle, a tutor of Oriel College, Oxford,
immediately recognised an old acquaintance in one or two
of the interpolated lines. This put him upon the scent,
he submitted Lauder’s passagesto a closer investigation, and
the whole fraud was exposed. Johnsom, who was not
concerned in the cheat, and was only guilty of indolence
and party spirit, saved himself by sacrificing his comrade.
He afterwards took ample revenge for the mortification of
this exposure, in his Lives of the Ports, in which he em

~
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ployed all his vigorous powers and eonsummats skill to
write down Milton, Ife undoubledly dexlt a heavy blow
* at the poet’s reputation, and succeeded in damaging ¥t for
st least two generstions of readers. He did for Milton
what Aristophanea did for Socrates, effaced the real man
aud replaced him by a distorted and degrading carieature,

Tt was egain & clergyman to whom Milton owed his
vindication from Lauders omalaught John Douglas,
afterwands bishop of Salisbury, brought Bowle's materials
before tho public. Dut the high Anglican section of
‘Englich life hea never thoroughly acecpted Milton, R 8.
Hawker, viear of Morwenstow, himself a poet of real foel-
ing, gave cxpression, in rabid abuse of Milton, to the
antipathy which more judi hurch e
Tven the calm and gentls suthor of the Chrietian Fear,
wide heart illsorted with a narrow creed, deliberataly
framed & theory of Postic for the express purpose, as it
would ecem, of extluding the author of Paradiss Lost
from the first class of poets,

But a work such sz Milton has constructed, at once
intense and elaborate, firmly knit and broadly laid, can
afford to wait., Time is all in its favonr, and against il
detrnctors.  The Church never forgives, and faction does
not dic out.  Bat Milton has benn, for two eenturies, got-
ting beyond the reach of party fecling, whether of friends
or foes. Tu each national aggregate an instinet is always
at work, an instinet not oqual to exsct dizcrimipation of
leseer degrees of merit, bul eurely finding out tho chief
forces which have found expression in the rative tongue,
Thisinstinet is not an active faculty, and so expozed to the
Influences which warp the will, it is a passive deposition
from fous impression. Our appreciation of our

poet iz not to be measured by our choosing him for our
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favourite closet companion, or reading him often. As
Voltaire wittily said of Dants, *“Sa reputation saffirmera’
toujours, parco qu'on ne le lit guére.” We sghall prefer
to read the fashionable novelist of each season as it passes,
but we shall choose to be represented at the international
congress of world poets by Shakespesre end Milton;
Shakespeare first, end noxt Mavrow,
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